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National
Senate farm hearings open

United Press International
WASHINGTON — The Senate 

Agriculture Committee has 
opened hearings on farm and food 
policies for the next four years 
with the 14-month-old Soviet 
grain embargo hanging over its 
proceedings.

“We no longer have Mr. (Jim­

my) Carter’s embargo, ” American 
Agriculture Movement Chairman 
Marvin Meek told the committee 
Monday. “This is now President 
Reagan’s embargo.”

Meek said as long as there is a 
chance embargos or other disrup­
tions will hamper free trade, farm 
prices should be indexed to rise

along with farmers’ production 
costs.

Several farm groups have said 
that if the embargo remains in 
place, farmers must be compen­
sated by higher price support loan 
rates in the new four-year farm 
bill.

Sen. Roger Jepsen, R-Iowa, 
told Meek he believes Reagan will 
carry out his campaign pledge to 
lift the embargo, but the timing 
will be affected by Soviet actions 
in Poland and elsewhere.

Carter imposed the embargo 
last year after the Soviet invasion 
of Afghanistan.

“President Reagan has assured 
me personally he has not changed 
his mind,” Jepsen said.

Agriculture Secretary John 
Block canceled an appearance be­
fore the committee scheduled for 
today. He will appear March 25.

He also canceled a scheduled 
appearance before the House 
Agriculture Committee on 
Wednesday, its opening day of 
hearings.

Block has indicated he will sup­
port eliminating deficiency pay­
ments made to farmers of major 
crops when prices fall below target 
levels because farmers do not re­
pay that money.

Block is attempting the difficult 
task of convincing the administra­

tion to go along with what he calls 
“modest increases” in price sup­
port loan rates. That money is re­
paid to the U.S. Treasury.

In his opening remarks, Senate 
Agriculture Chairman Jesse 
Helms, R-N.C., promised a “mar­
ket-oriented agriculture that 
emphasizes the private sector” 
and “fiscal responsibility” in farm 
and food policies.

Helms made no mention of spe­
cifics of a farm bill. The only bill 
before the committee so far is a 
proposal by Sen. John Melcher, 
D-Mont., to raise the price sup­
port loan rates to 75 percent of 
parity, a level that is unlikely to be 
enacted.

“We can’t have a cheap food 
policy in this country when far­
mer’s costs of production are not 
met in the marketplace,” Mel­
cher said.

Leaders of the National Far­
mers Organization and the Na­
tional Grange were the first to tes­
tify in the lengthy effort to fashion 
a farm bill, which is expected to 
stretch into May.

Ellen Haas, spokeswoman for 
the Community Nutrition Insti­
tute, an advocacy group, testified 
in opposition to administration 
proposals to cut spending for food 
stamps, which also will be in­
cluded in the bill.
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MAKE l~nb.b TIME
Pay Off

Help Supply Critically needed Plasma 
While You Earn Extra CASH

Plasma Products, Inc
313 College Main in College Station

Relax or Study in Our 
Comfortable Beds While You 

Donate — Great Atmosphere^-

204 N. Market St. = 
HEARNE, TEXAS 77859 S
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GARY N. MARTIN Bus. Bryan: 822-1147 S
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Jodie Wheeler grooms her entry for the annual try and western entertainers as well as sheep, 
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo. She and pigs and cows in Houston, see Thursday! 
her tamily stopped by Texas A&M University Focus, 
on the way to the show. For more about coun- 61

Home: 775-3464 s
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Per Donation
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CHINESE RESTAURANT

WEDNESDAY EVEAIiYG BUFFET
Including All You Can Eat:

rrfed Wanton — Egg Roll — Fried Rice 
Noodle Soup — Sweet & Sour Pork 

Chicken Chow 91 eln — Pork with Broccoli

1313 S. College Ave. 
822-7661

©PENT DAILY: 
11:30 a.m. to St p.m. 

5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Charities to give $1 million
back to Energy Departm

United Press International
WASHINGTON — The Ener­

gy Department has brought an un- 
usual episode to a close by 
agreeing to allow four national 
charities to give the poor $3 mil­
lion of $4 million received from a

departing Carter administration 
official.

The agreement, reached late 
last Friday with the National 
Council of Churches, the Salva­
tion Army, Catholic Charities and 
the Council of Jewish Federa-
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Call for more information

846-4611 Battalion Classified 845-2611
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tions, was announced Mondayat!| ^
joint news conference. I Ca e< 

Under the accord, the fow 
charities will return $1 million-! f,nd 
$250,000 each — within 14 days [ , ou: 
In return, they will resume distri I jnto 1 
buting the remaining money tof ?ose
help defray winter home-heatiiij f ,a. ... ... '“red ibills of the poor

“We are glad to be able tore- groun
“11
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“DISCOVER THE NATION’S CAPITOL”
Over Spring Break (March 14-20)

TRIP INCLUDES:
Breakfast with the Texas Delegation 
White House Tour 
Governmental Briefings 
Kennedy Center Performance 
Washington Post Tour 
And much, much more!

COST: On’y $475 (Same as last year!)

Sign up In Room 216 MSC 
Deposit due March 6,1981 
For more Information call 

845-1515
* + *♦ + + ******* + + *** + * + * *** + * + + + +

sume what we origina/fy intend r] . 
to do, namely distribute tbit |: arl 
money to poor people wkfc 
need of home heating foci durin? ent 
the winter season,” said Monsig­
nor Lawrence Corcoran of Catbn 
lie Charities. “If you look at# 
weather, maybe winter is about 
over.”

The terms end a somewhat 
embarrassing spectacle in whicL 
Energy Secretary James Edward' 
tried to prevent the charities froaF 
distributing money recover^)! 
an overpricing action against Star- 
dard Oil Co. of Indiana (AaoA

Paul Bloom, the former depart­
ment special counsel who en­
gineered the $100 million over 
charge settlement, quietly gavt 
the $4 million to the charities ai 
his last official act before leaving Ip . | 
office with the rest of the Carter ^nd 
administration Jan. 20. The char ! Austr 
ities promised to distribute # ■ 
money to the poor by the end of j pjnk 
February. |the j

When the new administrate | he w 
discovered Bloom’s unorthodo> 
action, the Energy Departirre”1. 
wired the charities to freeze #. 
disbursement of funds, a..- . _ 
well under way.

Until Friday’s settlement,#! 
agency was insisting all unspe-j 
money be returned.
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SUN. 11 A.M.-12 MID. 
MON.-THU. 4 P.M.-1 A.M. 
FRI. 4 P.M.-2 A.M.
SAT. 11 A.M.-2 A.M.

FREE
K/Ap SLwed

1 WEDNESDAY 
MARCH 4

DELIVERY
•ADVANCE TICKETS AVAILABLE* 
MON.-FRI. 9:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. & 

45 MIN. BEFORE SHOWTIME

7:30 P.M. 
RUDDER THEATRE


