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Scrapping Ags look for revenge
By RICHARD OLIVER

Sports Editor
Many label Jan. 20 as the day 

the Texas Aggies fell apart in the 
Southwest Conference race.

On that day, the Rice Owls slip
ped past sluggish Texas A&M, 54- 
50, in front of a spirited G. Rollie 
White crowd. The Ags had fallen 
to a 1-4 record and shot only a 
miserable 41 percent from the 
floor.

Instead of waltzing throught the 
conference as the defending 
champions they were, the Aggies

Analysis

Staff photo by Greg Gammon

Rynn Wright leaps to defend against a Texas Tech player’s 
shot last Saturday while Claude Riley, left, and Vernon Smith 
watch. The Aggies won that game, 65-52. Texas A&M, 4-7, 
plays Rice, 6-5, Saturday at 7:30 p.m. on Autry Court in 
Houston.

Lady Aggies to play 
Tech in must game

By JON HEIDTKE
Battalion Staff

Texas A&M women’s basketball team travels to Lubbock Saturday to 
take on Texas Tech at 5 p. m. in what Head Coach Cherri Rapp calls the 
“most important game of the season. ”

The importance stems from the fact that the game is the opening 
round of the state tournament. If the Aggies are to keep any post
season hopes alive, they must beat the Red Raiders, a team which has 
already beaten them three times this season.

The Aggie Ladies, 6-18 season, have lost to the Red Raiders by three 
in Lubbock, 63-60, by 11 in the Southwest Conference Tournament, 
62-51, and by 17 last Saturday in G. Rollie White by the score of80-63.

Though the Red Raiders have won all three contests this season. 
Assistant Coach Cindy Gough said that it might work in the Aggies 
favor. “It is tough to beat one team four times in a season,” Gough said, 
“and I think they might be a little overconfident.”

Gough said for the Aggies to win, they must shoot a good percentage 
and hustle on defense the entire 40 minutes. “I feel we have quicker 
guards and if we pressure their guards, we can force them into bad 
passes,” she said.

Texas Tech’s inside game has beaten A&M in the past, so the Aggies 
must shut down the trio of Gwen McCray, Tammy Anderson and 
Carolyn Thompson who have dealt the Aggies the most misery this 
season, if they are to win.

Gough said another key to A&M’s success will be to get quick 
outlook passes and push the ball up and down the court all night. “We 
need to run to be have a chance,” she said.

On the season, Kelley Sullivan leads the team in scoring with an 
average of 9.1 points a game, while Trigg Crawford tops the team in 
rebounding with an average of six a game.

found themselves lying flat on 
their backs on their way to a 1-7 
first half record, looking up at 
eight colorful tail ends above them 
on the SWC ladder.

Now, however, after that miser
able start, the Owls find them
selves flapping aimlessly while 
falling apart in the Twilight Zone 
that is the 1981 SWC race while 
Texas A&M, the “best seventh 
place team in the conference,” is 
busy characteristically ambushing 
everyone as expected.

I While the Aggies are enjoying a
. positive roll for a change, the 
memory of that Jan. 20 humilia
tion in front of 8,000 home fans 
lingers on.

“This is a pivotal game for us,” 
Head Texas A&M Coach Shelby 
Metcalf said Thursday. “A success 
at Rice will help us with our confi
dence. Every time you have suc
cess, it’s going to reinforce you.”

And that reinforcement has be
come especially important for the 
Aggies as the post-season tourna
ment draws near. Each week, the 
pressure builds and the games are 
more important.

The Ags face Rice Saturday in a 
must game at 7:30 p.m. in Autry 
Court before returning to G. Rol
lie White Coliseum next Tuesday 
to take on the SWC’s most im
proved team — Arkansas.

The 8-3 Hogs will face the 9-2 
Houston Cougars in Fayetteville 
Saturday night in the game of the 
year. But, while most eyes will be 
turned north for that contest, the 
Aggies will be busy trying to con
tinue a great comeback on the 
coast.

“I’m just not ready to concede 
that we’re gonna get there yet (the 
post-season tournament’s ‘final 
four’ in San Antonio),” said Met
calf. “Every game has become so 
important. We had to win some 
before they got important, you 
know. ”

The crazy way the conference is 
going this year, any team is cap
able of knocking off anyone, and 
Metcalf is more than aware of the 
upsets possible.

“I imagine everyone is just con
cerned about taking care of busi
ness, ” he said. “They’re not going 
to be looking at anybody else 
much. We messed around — got 
bent out of shape a bit. But now we 
have a bunch of pressure games. If 
we do get to the tournament we
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should be ready. But so many 
good things have to go good for 
us.”

For the most part, the Aggies’ 
recent successes bave been spur
red by the return of senior Vernon 
Smith to regular form. Smith 
helped the Ags overcome a feisty 
Mustangs squad Tuesday night by 
scoring 21 points.

The team has also been controll
ing the boards, bringing down an 
average of 6.2 rebounds more than 
their opponents. Senior Rynn 
Wright is leading that charge with

8.4 caroms averaged a game.
The guard situation, a bit shaky 

as the Aggies faltered, has appa
rently been solved, as junior Mil- 
ton Woodley and freshman Reggie 
Roberts have won starting posi
tions and the hearts of Texas A&M 
fans.

loin Epsilon

Perhaps the most consistent 
Aggie, Claude Riley, has found his 
outside shooting touch but is still 
having some defensive struggles. 
Yet, his enthusiasm and leader
ship has been an obvious help.

ATTENTION: GRADUATE AND UNDER
GRADUATE STUDENTS. IF YOU ARE A BUSI
NESS ADM. MAJOR OR A MINOR IN MGMT., 
AND HAVE AT LEAST A 3.0 OVERALL GPR 
YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE TO JOIN. PICK UP AN 
APPLICATION IN THE S.I.E. BOX IN THE 
MGMT. OFFICE 3RD FLOOR FRANCIS.
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Remember These Great Albums of the TO's??!

rAl/S/C and A&M Records
takes you Back to the

Good 0l> Days at Good Ol* Prices!!!

99
Per Disc

Your Choice

Herb Alpert <& TJB 
The Lonely Bull 
Burt Bacharach 
Reach Out 
Joan Baez
Come From The Shadows
George Benson
Shape Of Things To Come
Captain <& Tennille
Greatest Hits
Joe Cocker
With A Little Help 
Rita Coolidge
Rita Coolidge

Come From The Shadows 
Joan Baez

Sergio Mendez & Brazil 6B
Fool On A Hill
Nazareth
Close Enough For Rock ‘n’ 
Roll

Ozark Mtn. Daredevils
Ozark Mtn. Daredevils
Pablo Cruise
Pablo Cruise
Gino Vannelli
Gist Of The Gemini'
Kim Carnes
Sailin’
Chuck Mangione 
Chase The Clouds Away 
Neil Larsen 
Jungle Fever 
Neil Larsen 
High Gear 
Gino Vannelli 
Powerful People 
Tim Weisberg
4
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Flying Burrito Bros. 
The Gilded Palace Of Sin 
Procol 11 arum 
A Salty Dog 
Spooky Tooth 
Spooky Two 
Free
Fire & Water

Humble Pie
Humble Pie
Shawn Phillips
Second Contribution
Supertramp 
Indelibly Stamped 
Rita Coolidge 
Nice Feelin’
Paul Williams
Just An Old Fashioned Love 
Song
Humble Pie
Smokin ’
Peter Frampton
Wind Of Change
Michael Murphy
Geronimo’s Cadillac
Shawn Phillips
Faces
Procol II arum
A White Shade Of Pale
Michael Murphy
Cosmic Cowboy Souvenir
Peter Frampton 
Frampton’s Camel 
Ginn Vannelli 
Crazy Life 
Shawn Phillips 
Bright White 
Joan Armatrading 
Back To The Night 
Brothers Johnson 
Look Out For #1 
Chris De Burgh 
Spanish Train & Other 
Stories 
Nils Lofgren 
Cry Tough 
Brothers Johnson 
Right On Time 
Supertramp 
Supertramp 
Herb Alpert 
Masekela 
Main Event Live 
The Warriors Soundtrack 
The Warriors Soundtrack
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