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Graduate student Tony Cerbone demons
trates the proper care and feeding of some
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common houseplants in the horticulture 
greenhouses on Spence Street.

'lants used in studies
kserts, jungles simulated in greenhouses
By PAMELA EADES

Battalion Reporter 
The tropical temperatures and 
imid atmosphere of South Amer- 
m jungles and the hot, dry climate 
African deserts are near the Corps

On Lamar Street, across from the 
, giant Sciences Building, these two 

d laylor nu jvironments and several others are 
the gun atilt for plants in three green-

versity otfc )uses 0perategj by different depart- 
ced to the pa ienfs within the College of Agricul- 
and pointed I ire
orority memh ^g greenhouses are covered 
out of them jtha white shading compound that 

rotects the plants from intense sun- 
cover and pol Inside, the warm, moist atmos- 
g Taylor in I ^re *s punctuated with intermit- 
liversity officii Spurts of mist from a high press- 
ounced deal P watering system installed to im- 
al Medical Ca ate plants’ natural habitat of 

outh America. Or a hot, dry climate 
imulates the conditions of an Afri- 

l an desert for succulent plants likewedsactiEach greenhouse is divided into 
■ I mailer rooms to keep different 

lants at different temperatures and 
ght intensities.

temational Tropical foliage plants, such as 
- An amatei ineapples, require low intensity 
fiancee will a ight, while chrysanthemums and 
e vows Saturli (her flowering pot plants need a 
1 in a Westca »gher intensity light to grow, said 

)r, Edward McWilliams, a profes- 
ar of horticultural sciences at Texas 

g to be a g« liM University.
Chandler, 2; McWilliams, a researcher for the 
aroblemgetk Aas Agricultural Extension Sta- 
thebullllhes ion, said temperature, light intensi- 

y, media (the type of soil the plant is 
...town in) and the amount of water a 

aperator at ^ ,s gjven are ajj interrelated.
He also wo the light intensity goes up, 
i j '1 ^Williams said, the temperature

will rise. This will cause an increase 
in the transpiration rate, or water 
loss. How much more water the 
plant needs depends on the media 
used.

The amount of water a plant needs 
to grow also differs between species.

A fern growing in the same en
vironment as a cactus might need up 
to four times as much water as the 
cactus, McWilliams said. Aroids, 
such as dieffenbachia and philoden
drons (tropical foliage plants) also do 
not need as much water as ferns, he 
said.

Another tropical foliage plant, 
maranta, is the subject of an experi
ment by McWilliams and other 
Texas A&M scientists trying to 
toughen plants so they can survive in 
colder temperatures.

McWilliams said the research is 
being conducted to enable commer
cial growers to ship plants without 
worrying about chilling damage 
caused by low temperatures. He said 
the ability to withstand cooler tem
peratures could also lower the cost of 
plants because growers would be 
able to cut heating expenses.

Too much 
water kills 
houseplants

By PAMELA EADES
Battalion Reporter

Many houseplants don’t need ex
treme environments like a South 
American jungle or an African desert 
to grow.

The most important thing to re
member in taking care of house- 
plants is not to overwater them, said 
Dr. Edward McWilliams, a horticul
tural sciences professor.

“The number one killer of house- 
plants is water,” McWilliams said.

Too much water will damage the 
root system and destroy the plant’s 
ability to absorb water.

The leaves of a plant that has been 
overwatered may turn yellow and fall 
off, McWilliams said. The plant may 
dry out and wilt because it can’t 
absorb water. The root system of the 
plant may turn black and give off a 
decaying odor.

“The plant will tell you when it 
needs water,” McWilliams said.

The plant will tend to wilt and 
there will be some slight change in 
color, McWilliams said.

McWilliams said the water in Bra
zos County contains dissolved salts 
harmful to some plants such as Afri
can violets and ferns. He suggested 
using rainwater or distilled water for 
these plants or leaching them 
periodically. Leaching is watering 
the plants more than normal to dis
solve away salts.

Another common problem, espe
cially in dormitories, is low light in
tensity. Most houseplants are spe
cially adapted to withstand low light, 
but McWilliams said this depends on 
the type of plant. Flowering pot 
plants (chrysanthemums, gera
niums) need more light than tropical 
foliage plants (dieffenbachia, phi
lodendrons).

The leaves of a plant that is not 
getting enough light may also turn 
yellow and fall off. They will also 
appear more elongated. Plants may j 
get variegation, or white spots, and J 
the plants may seem greener in 1 
color.

These plants in a low light en- I 
vironment also require little fertiliz
er because they do not grow at a fast 
rate. McWilliams said the amount of 
fertilizer is related to the growth rate 
and these plants should need little.
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$22. Value For the outdoor look you
want! Warm, nylon shell vest filled with light
weight polyester. Snap front, kidney warmer 
back, 2 pockets. In three different styles, each 
in tan, blue, and green tri-tones. Sizes S-M-L- 
XL.

SAVE 8.01
13.99

Mens
Polyfilled

Outervest

...{« taskim yen m atlmd.

CCClflSSiniD APS sure M ael results!)

AGGIES!

Jewc it
10% AGGIE DISCOUNT

ON ALL MERCHANDISE 
WITH STUDENT ID

(Cash Only Please)
We reserve the right to limit 

use of this privilege.
Downtown Bryan (212 N. Main) 

and
Culpepper Plaza

bout 
u. two

(S,

PUBLIC N0TICE...STERE0 LIQUIDATION
California Stereo Liquidators, Federal No. 95-3531037, will dis 
pose of, for a manufacturer's representative, their inventory surplus 
of new stereo equipment. The items listed below will be sold on a 
first-come first-served basis at. . . Holiday Inn 
2300 Texas Ave. (Meeting Room) Bryan 9.00 A. M. to 2:00 P. M.
Sunday, February 1,1981 ONLY WHILE QUANTITIES U\ST

Give us
Ihour.
Well give you 
the way to higher 
grades and more
free time.

5 Only AM/FM Cassette 
Car Stereos, In Dash

5 Only AM/FM 8 Trk.
Car Stereo In Dash

Disposal 
Value Price

$159. $29 each

$139 $29 each

20 Only 8 Track Car 
Stereos, Underdash $69 $19 each

20 Only Cassette Car 
Stereos, Underdash

32 Only AM/FM/8 track 
Car Stereos In Dash (Best)

$75 $25 each

$165 $59 each

30 Only AM/FM Cassette 
Car Stereos In Dash (Best) $189 $59 each

20 Pair Only Modular 
iWay Speakers $179 $89

22 Pan Only Coaxial Car 
Speakers Giant Mags

Value
Disposal

Price

$89 $29 poir
20 Pair Only Tnaxial Car 

Speakers, Giant Mags $119 $49 pair

18 Only Graphic Equalizers 
For Car, High Wattage $159 $39 each

23 Pair Only 2 Way Car 
Speakers, Dual Cone

10 Only AM/FM in Dash 
Cassettes For Small Cars

$49 $19 pair

$225 $89 each

22 Only AM/FM Cassettes 
For Car with Auto Reverse $225 $89 each

27 Only Power Boosters 
For Stereo, High Wattage $89 $29 each

ALL BRAND NEW MERCHANDISE WITH FULL 2 YEAR WARRANTIES!
Buy one or all of the above quanties listed—The Public is Invited 
VISA, MASTERCARD, CASH or PERSONAL CHECKS WELCOMED 

ONE DAY ONLY SUN., FEB. 1ST ONLY WHILE QUANTITIES LAST!

Would you like to:
□ Raise your grade average without long hours 

over texts.
□ End all-night cramming sessions.
□ Breeze through all your studying in as little as 

L3 the time.
□ Have more free time to enjoy yourself.
□ Read 3 to 10 times faster, with better con

centration, understanding, and recall.

Evelyn Wood works — over 1 million people, 
including students, executives, senators, and even 
presidents have proven it. A free 1 hour demon
stration will show you how to save hundreds of 
hours of drudgery this year < as well as how to 
increase your speed immediately with some simple 
new reading techniques).
It only takes an hour, and it’s free. Don’t miss it.

SCHEDULE OF FREE SPEED READING-LESSONS 
Youil increase your reading speed 

up to 100% on the spot!

A

TODAY 7:30 P.M.
Hillel Jewish Student Center 

800 Jersey @ Dexter Texas A&M Campus
certified by

Texas Education Agency

Q EVELYN WOOD READING DYNAMICS
t EVELYN WOOD READING DYNAMICS -A URS COMPANY


