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Sports
Wright, Roberts lead Ags in victory

Aggies humiliate Bearkats, 75-68
By MIKE BURRICHTER

i Battalion Staff
Rynn Wright made a sparkling de

but at outside guard and Reggie 
Roberts came off the bench to ignite 
the Texas A&M offense as the Aggies 
rolled to their third victory, over
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Sam Houston State University 
squad, 75-58, Monday night at G. 
Rollie White Coliseum.

In making the transition from in
side forward, where he depended 
upon his muscular body for his points 
and rebounds, to more of a ball hand
ler at his outside slot, Wright didn’t 
seem to lose a step. He did every
thing Monday night, pouring in a 
game high 20 points, dishing out 
another game high six assists and 
hauling down 8 rebounds.

Roberts, the freshman guard from
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McKinney, entered the game with 
, just over 12 minutes left in the first 
half and Texas A&M leading 17-9. 
He promptly scored 10 points, hit
ting five of six from the field.

Behind Roberts, the team got into 
a fast-paced offense, jumping to a 
45-33 intermission lead. He hit a 
couple of long shots from outside of 
the key, stole three balls, and even 
hit a slam dunk. A tremendous jum
per, the 6-2 guard also plays a mean 
defense.

This was the part of the game 
Head Coach Shelby Metcalf was the 
most impressed with.

“We played some good defense,” 
he said. “Our 1-3-1 was effective 
again. Tyrone (Ladson) plays the 
front man, and he can push out or 
swing to the side as much as he 
wants. He’s got the same role as Goff 
did last year. He’s my man right
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A few weeks ago we ran an ad to tell you how valuable a 
Sears Credit Card can be to you right now, while you’re 
still in school. VCL told you that the Sears Credit Card is 
good at 3600 Sears Stores coast to coast, that it lets you 
buy what you need when you’re short on cash, and that it 
can help you establish the credit background you need 
when you leave school. We also told you how easy it is to 
apply for a Sears Credit Card by phone. But, somebody 
goofed-and the number we gave you was wrong. Sorry.

The correct toll-free number to call 
to apply for a Sears Credit Card 

is 1-800-492-5385. Ask for extension 30.
If you called before, please try us again. You can call 
anytime you want-24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Sears
Sears, Roebuck and Co.

Metcalf said Ladson has put 
together three solid games in leading 
the Ags to a 3-0 start and a No. 12 
ranking in the country. Equally im
pressive though, has been Roberts.

“Roberts is our best defensive 
guard right now,” Metcalf said, “and 
he’s as good as anyone on defense 
we’ve ever had. He’s a make things 
happen type of player.”

Roberts said the Texas A&M zone 
cut off any inside shots by the Bear
kats.

“We ran the man to man really 
well,” he said, "but our zone was 
better. In the zone they can’t get the 
inside shot.”

Roy Jones, a reserve forward 
who’ll see plenty of action this sea
son, said the team can also run the 
2-3 defense effectively. Jones also 
had nothing but praise for Roberts.

“Reggie’s super,’ Jones, who sat 
out last year after playing his fresh
man year here two years ago, said. 
“He’s the best freshman in the 
Southwest Conference. He’s coming 
off the bench and not looking shaky 
at all.”

Vernon Smith, who scored 11 
points and snared eight rebounds, 
said the team, with Jones and 
Roberts adding depth, make this 
team stronger than the Aggie squad 
from a year ago.

“We re trying to use more people 
this year,” he said. “Reggie was su
per tonight. We’re counting on him 
for our two guard offense. We have 
more strength than we had a year 
ago.

“When we have a guard like Reg
gie who can come in there and shoot, 
the defenses are going to start com
ing out, so we can work the ball in 
more.”

Bearkat coach Bob Derryberry 
seems to be more than mildly im
pressed with the Aggie team, saying, 
“I thought A&M has the best team 
that I have ever coached against in 
more than 700 games in high school 
and college.”

Derryberry said he wasn’t ready 
for the Aggies to come out with such 
a good freshman guard. When his 
team lost to Texas A&M a year ago, 
71-47, it was mostly the doing of 
“The Wall.”

“I thought A&M went to the 
boards better than they did last year, 
but we played better also,” he said. 
“I was impressed with the outside 
shooting ability of the new guard 
(Roberts). He is going to be a very 
good player in a year or so and of 
course A&M’s front line is virtually 
unstoppable inside.”

Ladson, a senior, had long been 
labeled a troubled athlete, an under
achiever. Metcalf admitted he’d 
almost given up on him, after the 
New York native got into academic 
trouble last year. According to Met
calf, Ladson’s biggest change has 
been off the court.

“I didn’t think he’d get eligible,”
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Metcalf said. “He did it on his own. I 
don’t know how many hours he had 
to pass here this summer, but it was 
enough to where everyone was bet
ting against him coming back. And 
right now he’s got the best study 
habits on the team.”

Once again, the Aggies opened 
with a one-guard offense. Ladson, 
not a shooter but a cool operator, 
directed the attack. With only one 
guard on the court, the Ags expect to 
see the press defense very much this 
season, and they spent the week pre
paring for Sam Houston to use that 
strategy. However, the Bearkats, 
whose tallest player measured only 
6-6, used the zone for most of the 
game.

For the record, Sam Houston did 
play very aggressive basketball, 
leading once by two points early in 
the game, but with four big men in 
for Texas A&M, the Bearkats were 
outmuscled under the boards. The 
Aggies outrebounded Sam Houston 
33-25, as the game turned into a rout 
midway throught the first half. John 
Savoie, a 6-4 center, looked on hel
plessly while the Texas A&M wall of 
Wright, Smith, Claude Riley and 
Rudy Woods, scored on numerous 
tip-ins and second shots. The Bear
kats were paced guard Tony Massey, 
who tallied 17 points. Scott Horst- 
man, Massey’s counterpart in the 
backcourt, also played a good game, 
dishing out five assists and playing 
aggressive defense.

The Aggies next travel to North 
Carolina for a tournament this 
weekend. Derryberry thinks the 
Aggies may have a shot at a national 
title this year.

“A&M has a definite shot at a na
tional title because thay have that 
kind of talent and they seem deeper 
than a year ago,” he said. “I believe 
thay are totally by themselves as far 
as the SWC goes this year. If there is 
a team that beats them out for the 
title, I don’t want to see them be
cause they would be awesome. ”

mm
,W4vV.

i*

ALlv 
recent 
etings 
luding 
epper,
The St. 
action 

i* Astro: 
yer sv\ 

e w 
Cardin 
rzog tr 

fort to la 
ely nei 
In add: 
n-catcl 
nor lea; 
tained 
elder 1 
ea, Jo 

The As 
hell, a 
the Gi 
tfieldei 

at Phoeni 
These’ 

I'fc'l Padn
luring wl 

.ores ge 
|th my ' 

The di 
id Shirh 

fttant co 
|e Padre 

! club i 
The b 
nnedy 

beared 
fore pla 

Dieg, 
igues’ p 
saves b 
78. Thi 
ce Pad 
lan 11 
Fingei 
dtheC 

T can 
ing to; 
n the pi 

la welco
Staff photo by Grejl

Texas Aggie freshman guard Reggie Roberts (22) seems I# and Littl 
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United Press International
HOUSTON — Houston Oilers 

Coach Bum Phillips Monday confes
sed to being interested in other 
games that could affect the Oilers’ 
playoff hopes but vowed he was con
centrating first on the Oilers’ win
ning their own last two contests.

On Sunday the 9-5 Oilers visit the 
5-8-1 Green Bay Packers. The same 
day, the AFC Central-leading 
Cleveland Browns, one game up on 
the Oilers at 10-4, meet the NFC 
Central-leading Minnesota Vikings, 
who are 8-6.

“I’m not worried about Minnesota 
and Cleveland,” Phillips said. “I’m 
worried about Houston and Green 
Bay. I don’t even think about the 
other one. ”

That might be because Cleveland 
could lose to nonconference foe Min
nesota Sunday, but beat division riv
al Cincinnati the following week and 
win the division on a tiebreaker, 
even if the Oilers win their last two
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games.
In that case, the Oilers and

Browns would finish 11-5, but the 
Browns would own a better confer
ence mark (8-4 to 7-5). Ifboth end up 
11-5 but Cleveland loses to Cincin
nati, Houston would win on division 
record (4-2 to 3-3).

If Cleveland wins both its final 
games and the division title, the Oil
ers need to win both their last two 
games to bid strongly for a wildcard 
playoffs berth. But Phillips shuns 
such analyses.

“We appreciate all the help we can 
get,” he said. “But I’m not gonna 
worry about what everybody else 
does. We ll worry about what we do.
I think it’ll go right down to the wire.
I just hope we re in there when the 
time comes.”

Phillips said he expected the Pack
ers to play better against the Oilers 
than they did in losing 61-7 Sunday 
to Chicago.

“I expect we ll find an angry bunch 
up there. I’d rather they’d got beat 
14-13,” Phillips said.

“It’s always kind of been that way 
in this league. When somebody gets 
embarrassed, they get up on their 
hind legs the next week and really 
play hard. We do. Pittsburgh does. 
Everybody does.”

Phillips said offensive tackle Con
way Hayman, out since Sept. 24 be
cause of a ruptured spinal disc and

corrective surgery, will reii| 
practice this week and 
against Green Bay.

He said offensive ti 
Cray, who suffered a seasoiw 
rupture of his right achillestei 
the Oilers 6-0 win Thursdd 
Pittsburgh, will undergo surges Odessa Pern 
week and recuperate in Ne« t 
land with his family,

Phillips expressed scantsyms 
with Pittsburgh CoachChudil* 
complaint about the noise ill 
Astrodome and said the Sled 
should have complained duriii|! 
game.
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• Twelfth Man Aggies
• Aggie Joke Books 
Vol. 1 thru 5.

Children 14 & UNDER 
FREE WITH PARENT

Prescriptions Filled 
Glasses Repaired

216 N. MAIN
BRYAN 822-6105
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sat. 8 a.m.-l p.m.
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“In all fairness to Pittsburgh ColleKe ; 
everybody, it was noisy whent 
had the ball, extremely noisni jotan vs i 
they had the ball, but it has k : shorn, 
extremely noisy when Houstoasi 1,^ vs - 
the ball in Pittsburgh, too,” Pk 
said.

“If it’s that bad, obviouslyyo«| Jnkin vs. i 
walk away from center and ties Brownwt 
cial will stop the clock, theJO-sW [1 
clock, ” Phillips said. "Evidently) I 
thought they could hear.” Last Week's
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FOR THE MEN
• Ties • Cuff Links
• Tie Bar • Tie Tac
• Pewter Mugs

FOR THE LADIES
• Bikini Panties • Aggie Garters
• Aggie Earrings • Charms
• Necklace • Pins
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Northgate — at the corner across from the Post Office

AT PIZZA INN
FOR THE WEE AGGIE

Christmas! • Aggie Diaper • Aggie Bib
• Aggie Plastic Diapers
• Aggie Booties
• Aggie Mittens

If you like more, this is where it begins.
TUESDAY AND SUNDAY NIGHT BUFFETS

Every Tuesday and Sunday Night 
6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

NOON BUFFET
Monday thru Friday 11:00 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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University Book Stores
NORTHGATE 
409 UNIVERSITY DR.


