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hurches overflow with students
Clergymen seek reliefof'standing room only’ conditions
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By MARGARITA JAIME
Battalion Reporter

hat was once a typical Sunday 
ing church service in College 

ion is now becoming a modem- 
:or was trig (ajISermon on the Mount. Students 
Jildingbytirfib attend church services in the 
in theatiti. pcal area are dismayed to find stand- 
dowski, niij jroom only.
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I. But after the next week those 
|s were taken up, and once again 

masses were crowded.
We have added a 1 p.m. mass on 

W nO|*jday,” he said, “but that may not 
wip. People want to go to mass 

»II • ften they want to go to mass. They 
/illOJi^ttogo at 10 a.m. or 11:30 a.m., 

Bat one in the afternoon.”
. fill baptist Church of College 
dS Jlilltation has also added an extra 

ch service and is experimenting 
ith a new way to reach their 
Ishioners.

or the past six Sundays, we’ve 
|n working with closed circuit 
[vision,’’ the Rev. David R. Row- 
, associate pastor, said.
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The Rev. Andrew 
r Seidel, of Grace Bible 

Church, said he is 
1” that there 

is such a dilemma, 
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The First Baptist Church of Col
lege Station has also considered an 
expansion program to deal with the 
increase of students.

“We just voted to purchase 13 
acres on FM 2818,” Rowland said. 
“It’s a long range type idea at this 
time, but with the student popula
tion increasing as fast as it is, it might 
be in the near future.”

However, the A&M United 
Methodist Chruch has expanded. 
Two years ago, a new student center 
was built to help alleviate the in
crease of Methodist students from 
the community church.

The Wesley Foundation, on Tau
ber road, which was built for stu
dents in 1978, may soon be faced 
with the same dilemma as other local 
churches.

The foundation was built to 
accommodate the 100 students that 
tried to fit in their small room chapel, 
before they expanded.

“The foundation seats 250 to 300 
students,” the Rev. John Riley said. 
“And I think that in three or four 
more years, we will have fit the max
imum amount of students in it.”

Grace Bible Church has also 
added an extra church service, and 
the Rev. Andrew Seidel said he 
hopes to build on to the present 
church, at 701 Anderson, despite 
financial difficulties.

He said he is delighted that there 
is such a dilemma, although he said 
he wouldn’t call the overcrowding a 
problem. “If it is a problem, it’s a 
nice problem to have,” Seidel said.

Along with the Methodist church, 
the University Lutheran Chapel also 
has no problem with overcrowding.

“We re doing fine,” the Rev. 
Hubert Beck said. “We’ve added 
new chairs that have given more sea-

“I don’t care how 
good the sermon is, if 
you have to stand 
through the whole 
service — forget it!” 
the Rev. Bill Brooks, 
of St. Mary’s Catholic 
church, said. 

ting capacity, so we don’t have a sea
ting problem,” he explained.

The major problem the churches 
are contemplating right now is the 
effect the overcrowded services have 
on students who come to church and 
have to stand.

“I personally feel that it turns 
them (students) off, ” Brooks said. “In 
a matter of a few weeks, a decline in 
student body attendence will be 
seen at all the masses.

“I don’t care how good the sermon 
is, if you have to stand through the 
whole service — forget it!”

Brooks said he is uncomfortable 
about losing the students. “Students 
come to church because they want 
to; it’s a committment they make,” 
he said. “However, because of the 
large congregations, students feel

the service is impersonal, and they 
are scared off.”

Oxley also agreed that when a stu
dent goes to an overcrowded service 
he may be turned off.

“Many people come from chur
ches where they participate im
mensely in the church,” he ex
plained. “They come to a church 
with a big congregation, and sudden
ly they don’t seem to count any
more.”

Although the Episcopal church 
has not yet reached “standing room 
only” services, it is considering 
adding a new mass.

“If overcrowding is a problem at 
our church, it’s a nice problem to 
have,” Oxley said. “It only shows 
that we’re doing a good job. ” He said 
that it is fun for him to watch a church 
grow, and to see “more and more 
people turn towards God.”

Rowland said he also feels that 
when the students are involved in 
the church they have a sense of im
portance.

“Our students are very involved in 
the church and are very reliable in 
the jobs they do,” he said. He also 
said the students are very involved in 
the ministry and are teaching in the 
church.

Rowland said that the First Baptist 
Church in Bryan is trying to help 
ease College Station’s overcrowding 
problem by attracting students to 
their church.

Riley, of the Wesley Foundation, 
said that he feels bad about having 
students turn away from the church 
because of overcrowding. “Students 
come to church to be somebody,” he 
said. “With a school as big as Texas 
A&M, a student is suddenly a no
body — just a number.

“We try to get to know the stu
dents and get them involved in the 
church. And we must be doing a 
good job, if our enrollment is in
creasing,” Riley said.

What causes such an increase in 
church participation among college 
students?

Riley said he feels the instability of 
the nation and the fact that the stu
dent is away from home may cause 
students to turn towards God. “The 
student feels like a person at church, 
not like a number,” he said.
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Courtea welcomes Susan Milton, formerly of “Nailady" in 
Dallas. With five years experience, Susan now offers special 
nail services to Bryan-College Station. Please call for an 
appointment.

Behind Ramada Inn 

University Drive
846-3877 
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MAJOR ACOUSTIC GUITAR
YEAR END SALE! 
LOWEST PRICES 

THIS YEAR! SALE
NEW ALVAREZ 

GUITARS...
Reg. 230“

SALE 189°°
Reg. 149“

ALVAREZ MAHOGANY
FOLD......................................................... NO. 5014
A good all purpose guitar with well balanced tone. 
One piece back and side or rare Oboncol mahogany. 
Top Is white spruce with herringbone inlay around 
sound hole. Celluloid bound top and back. Nato 
mahogany neck has adjustable rod with “IT channel; 
speed satin finish for greater playing ease. Fingerboard 
Is rosewood. Jacaranda-faced headpiece, individual, 
chrome, covered machine heads.

Reg. 395“

SALE 32400
ALVAREZ TREE OF <
LIFE................................NO. 5056
Craftsmanship, materials and dimen
sional design are combined to make 
this one of Alvarez’ most outstanding 
models. It has fine projection, sensi
tive response and speedy action. The 
inlaid Tree of Life design on the 
rosewood fingerboard adds to its 
graceful distinction. Sides and back 
of flame grain rosewood are bound 
with ivoroid. Machine heads are 
chrome enclosed for longer life. Tun
ing is fast and precise. Slender 
mahogany neck with adjustable steel 
rod reinforcement. The top is select 
spruce chosen for its acoustic quality.

Reg. 285“
SALE 23400

SALE 11900
ALVAREZ BARDO..................................NO. 5011
This has been a long-time favorite with instructors and 
students; despite its low price it has a fan-braced 
spruce top with genuine wood Inlay around the sound 
hole. The edges are celluloid bound. The back and 
sides are made of Nato mahogany. Neck is also Nato 
mahogany with a rosewood fingerboard and nickel 
silver frets. Rosewood-faced headpiece has decorative 
center stripe. The machine heads are finished with 
butterfly pearloid buttons.

Reg 117.85

SALE 99.90
KENT FOLK
GUITAR..........NO. KF230
This Kent guitar Is constructed 
with the finest of materials in
cluding a spruce top and 
mahoganey back and sides. 
The bridge and finger board 
are crafted from Rosewood. 
Both the neck and bridge are 
adjustable. Guitar case is in
cluded.

ALVAREZ MAHOGANY IZ-SIRING........................................................................................................................NO. 5021
A favorite with folk singers. The lop Is natural white spruce with genuine wood inlay around sound hole. Back and sides are 
Nato mahogany. Adjustable bridge for precise adjustment to your style.
Nato mahogany neck has adjustable rod set In channel insuring neck stability. Shell inlay markers set In rosewood finerboard. 
Rosewood faced headpiece with individual machine heads. Our own special American made, silk and steel bronze wound light 
gauge strings.
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off any size

Chanello’s SUPREME

FREE DELIVERY 
846-7751 or 846-3768

Open M-F at 4 pm S-SU at 11 am 
expires 12/31/80

NOT VAUD DURING ANY 
OTHER SPECIAL OFFER

$1 off any 14", 17", or 
20" pizza one item or more

FREE DELIVERY
846-7751 or 

846-3768
CD!

Open M-F at 4 pm S-SU at 11 am 11 Open M-F at 4 pm S-SU at 11 am
expires 12/31/80 expires 12/31/80

NOT VAUD DURING ANY 1 NOT VAUD DURING ANY

Cl OTHER SPECIAL OFFER 1-J__
OTHER SPECIAL OFFER

$2 off any 20 inch 
one item or more

FREEDEUVERY

846-7751 or 846-3768
Open M-F at 4 pm S-SU at 11 am 

expires 12/31/80

NOT VAUD DURING ANY 
OTHER SPECIAL OFFER

SOt off any sandwich
or 2 FREE COKES

with any size pizza

FREEDEUVERY
846-7751 or 
846-3768
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Cash paid or will swap for Aggie Ring 
Diamonds.

diamond brokers international, inc.
693-1647 ........... I

fiease, no plated, layered or gold-filled items as their precious metal content is minimal. v
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IMMEDIATE NEED!
-* SPRING 1981 <- I

ENGINEERING JOBS 
FOR CO-OP STUDENTS |

Ml majors needed at once. Apply at the Co-op ( 
Office, 244 Zachry. For details see Prof. Russ | 
Puckett, or call 845-6037.
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PIZZA & SUBS

FREE
nJ
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JjjjP M-Th. 4 p.m.-l a.m.

Hours:
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F. 4 p.m.-2 a.m. 
Sat. 11 a.m.-2 a.m. 
Sun. 11 a.m.-12
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o
X>z
m

EVERY WEDNESDAY

FAST FREE DELIVERY
846-775lorr 
A 846-3768 g

VI

CD
We will in the Future Feature 
2 FREE COKES Every 
Wednesday Only In Order To 
Make Non-Coupon Offers 
and Discounts.

-2MK'
PIZZA & SUBS

301
Patricia St.
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