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? Ranch Hand’ history to tell 
of Agent Orange spraying
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notoriety today comes not from the 
success of its program or the punish
ment it bore, but instead the chemic
al it dropped.
Agent Orange, as one of the herbi

cides used is known now, has been 
charged by some veteran’s groups of 
causing cancer and birth defects 
among children, according to an arti
cle in the August 9, 1980 issue of 
Science News.
The article said studies have not 

been conclusive one way or the other 
that Agent Orange’s toxic ingre
dient, dioxin, leads to these things. 
Cecil himself doubts that Agent 
Orange caused health problems.
But he and other Ranch Hands are 

due to take part in a government
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|n other cases the herbicides would 
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chnique went on for 12 years and 
k 1,200 men who were involved 
|ith such missions were known as 
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Now, a Texas A&M University in- 

TICAl sfructor and doctoral student in his- 
Iry, himself a pilot in the operation, 
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study next summer that hopefully 
will determine once and for all the 
effect of the herbicide.
By charting air flow patterns, the 

government knows exactly how 
much exposure to the chemical the 
crews received and when they were 
exposed to it, Cecil said.
“The air crews received a minimum 
of 1,000 times as much as anyone on 
the ground,” Cecil said.
When Cecil finishes his thesis, he 

will have covered the important 
medical questions, he said, but he is 

chiefly interested in writing a milit
ary history, not a medical one.

1 ’8

It will be “an interwoven story of 
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them key personnel. He is bulk
mailing questionnaires for letter re
sponse, he said.
One aspect of research that is nearly 
complete, he said, is his utilization of 
official documents. Interestingly 
enough, Cecil said he cannot get ac
cess to some documents he wrote 
while in the Air Force, because they 
are classified as top secret.
There is a Ranch Hand Association, 
he said. At a recent reunion he got a 
lot of fine interviews. “There are a 
million war stories, some wild ... 
funny... sad. I lost 12 good friends in 
one instance whan a plane crashed 
into a mountain. Other people have 
the same stories.”
Cecil has hig hopes of finishing up 

within the year. He said the Univer
sity Archives has shown a willingess 
to take his finished document for 
scholarly research.
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10,000hamburgers 
a reminder of home

United Press International
FOUNTAIN HILLS, Ariz. — What a day to be in the ketchup, 

lettuce or tomato business.
The “world’s largest take-out order” was served up in Fountain Hills 
residents Saturday — 10,000 White Castle hamburgers flown to the 
Phoenix-area community from the Ohio-based hamburger chain. 
“The order represents over 555 pounds of hamburger and breaks the 
Guinness Book of World Records entry for the world’s largest take-out 
order,” saidTammi Gates of the Fountain Hill Chamber of Commerce.
The burger-fest was ordered up to celebrate the community’s 10th 

anniversary this weekend by city officials conscious of the suburb’s 
large segment of transplanted Midwesterners.

“With 5,000 hamburgers already pre-sold, we’re sure to sell out, ” said 
Gates.

The shipment was met at Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport 
Friday night by a band of “armed guards” sporting cowboy garb and 
fake rifles, who stood watch on the shipment overnight.

The burgers were then distributed for sale Sunday in five Fountain 
Hills restaurants.
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