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McMullen: ‘did the right thing’
United Press International

HOUSTON — Houston Astros 
owner John McMullen says the pre
sent storm at his door over the firing 
of a general manager does not make 
him uneasy for his position or his 
pocketbook.

Fans talked of boycotts and peti
tions, and minority stockholders 
talked of lawsuits the past two days 
over McMullen’s unexplained re
placement of Tal Smith with Al 
Rosen Monday. But McMullen said 
there would be no long-term ill to 
the performance or profitability the 
team.

“The difference between winning 
and losing is always made up of hard 
decisions,” he said Wednesday. “I 
honestly believe I did the proper 
thing. I anticipated this type of up
roar. Perhaps I could not have pre
dicted the intensity of it. ”

Threats by “three or four” limited 
partners to oust him were ground
less, he said.

“Obviously I’m discouraged a lit

tle bit by some of the attitude,” he 
said. “But frankly I think it’s without 
foundation. My disappointment is in 
having it discussed in the press.”

An investors’ revolt was lots of talk 
but little visible action.

A published report quoted a 
source as saying a lawsuit would be 
filed against McMullen in Texas, 
New York and Delaware. The part
nership was chartered in Delaware.

General partner McMullen, his 
family and friends own 33 percent of 
the team. New York lawyer David 
LeFevre owns another 10 percent 
and 19 other Houston investors 
share the rest.

LeFevre, the angriest of the li
mited partners, said: “The general 
partner has a fiduciary responsibility 
to the limited partners. That’s the 
law everywhere. And so a contention 
that a general partner has violated 
that responsibility is one of the possi
bilities.”

McMullen’s office in the Astro
dome has been beseiged with irate

phone callers since he fired Smith 
Monday. He has given no reason for 
replacing Smith with ex-New York 
Yankees president Al Rosen.

Smith has said he was fired be
cause, as the acknowledged architect 
of the team, he received more credit 
for the Astros’ championship this 
season than did McMullen.

LeFevre said there was an infor
mal meeting of limited partners in 
New York Wednesday, but he re
fused to say how many were involved 
and where it was.

He was the man who interested 
McMullen, a millionaire New York 
shipbuilder who owned a limited 
share of the Yankees, to buy the 
Astros early in 1979. Now he is lead
ing the effort to oust him. Such a 
move, LeFevre said, would take a 
vote of 60 percent of the ownership.

McMullen finished a day-and-a- 
half of separate interviews with re
porters Wednesday morning.

“I have no regrets,” he said.
LeFevre said the limited partners’

dismay at McMullen’s actions was 
“unified,” but comments of five li
mited partners contacted by UPI in 
Houston belied that description.

Three of them said they knew of no 
plans to fight the firing. One, who 
requested his name not be used, said 
it was McMullen’s right to fire 
Smith, but his “intuition” indicated 
to him something was wrong and 
since LeFevre got the group 
together early in 1979, “I would de
fer to his judgment.”

Most of the limited partners were 
unavailable or refused to return 
phone calls.

“We are still underground and are 
not gonna tip our hand to anybody,” 
LeFevre said.

Don Sanders, senior vice presi
dent of E.'F. Hutton, said: “I don’t 
think any of the limited partners to 
my knowledge are hiding out. We re 
trying to handle it carefully. None of 
us are on a crusade against 
McMullen.”
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Malone paces Rockets

J.R. recovering; 
ready by Jan. 1

United Press International
SAN FRANCISCO — Doctors say 

that Houston Astros’ pitching ace 
J.R. Richard, who underwent a com
plex series of blood vessel operations 
less than two weeks ago, has started 
running and will soon be throwing a 
ball again.

The 30-year-old pitcher under
went surgery Oct. 14 at the Universi
ty of California Medical Center after 
suffering a near-fatal stroke in Hous
ton last July.

Two surgical teams headed by 
Dr. Edwin J. Wylie and Dr. 
Ronald J. Stoney performed the de
licate 18-hour surgery Oct. 14 to 
repair a major artery leading to the 
6-foot-8-inch hurler’s pitching arm.

Dr. Wylie said Monday the artery 
had been damaged by what is known 
medically as a “thoracic outlet com
pression syndrome,” a condition 
where greatly enlarged muscles 
coupled with massive bone struc
ture create severe pressure on a 
major artery.

The UC Medical Center teams 
used an 8-inch arterial graft to repair 
the artery, which they said is now 
carrying blood freely from the pitch
er’s heart down into his lower right

In Richard’s case, said Wylie, it 
was the scalenus anticus muscle that 
had become overlarge due to pitch
ing and weight-lifting. As a result, 
every time Richard raised his arm to 
throw, the muscle pinched a seg
ment of the subclavian artery.

The repeated trauma over the 
years caused a large clot to form in
side the artery, which eventually 
lengthened and backed up to the 
carotid artery — the crucial vessel 
carrying blood to the brain.

It was the blocked carotid artery 
that caused Richard’s stroke and 
would have killed him without 
surgery, Wylie said. It has also 
caused some doctors to speculate 
that Richard may be at the end of his 
pitching career, although Wylie in
dicated only time will tell.

“But James Rodney Richard is re
covering rapidly,” Wylie said. “He 
has a full range of motion in his arm 
already. He wants to run now, and 
we’re letting him. He wants to lift 
weights again, and he will — very 
soon. We expect him to be in full 
activity by Jan. 1.”

Richard and his wife, who both 
refused to talk with reporters, were 
still in California Monday, but ex
pect to return to Houston in a day or 
two.
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A Good Times Halloween!
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HALLOWEEN 
COSTUME PARTY!

Music By

“Texas Time Machine”
$2.00 Pitchers Draft Beer — 60«t Longnecks

Costume Contest Starting 11 P.M.
Prizes including C/W Gift Certificates, Dinners,

Records and Free Passes!
$2.00 Cover with Costume — $4.00 Cover Without

For Reservations Call 696-1905
HWY. 6 ACROSS FROM TEXAS WORLD SPEEDWAY

United Press International
HOUSTON — Moses Malone’s 38 

points led the Houston Rockets to a 
109-103 basketball victory over the 
Dallas Mavericks Wednesday night.

Reserve Jim Spanarkel came off 
the Dallas bench to score 13 second

period points to bring Dallas to with
in five points at the half.

Dallas outscored Houston 19-4 in 
a third period spurt behind reserves 
Terry Duerod, Joe Hassett and 
Jerome Whitehead to tie the score at 
82 at the end of the third period.

Calvin Murphy convertd 
throw on a technical foul a

coach Dick Motta with 2:Mt 
ing in the fourth period to flu

ton a 100-99 lead. The lead** 
relinquished.

dyer electronics
First ever anywhere--------
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STEREO

Dyer will give you $350 for your present recelw 
in trade on these separate components!

DYER
DEAL

AM-FM Cassette 
Car Stereo

with Auto-reverse

• 50-wpc Power Amp
with power meters

• Deluxe Preamplifier
wlthMCHeadamp

• Digital AM-FM Tuner
with scan & memory

YOUR PRICE 
W/$3S0 TRADE

AKAI
Nikko Audio
fllT'NrTf'CTQ

• Full 36 watts per channel and 
Nikko’s exclusive ci rcuit breaker 
protection very briefly describe 
the NR-719 receiver. 3-year 
warranty,

♦ Semi-automatic bait-drive Akai 
AP-B20 turntable with Empire

♦ The Genesis 2 
speakers employ a 
passive radiator for 
rich-sounding bass 
at all volumes. 
Lifetime warranty to 
original owner.

$49935
TOSHIBA

Clarion
30-watt Booster 
with Equalizer

Model 100-EQB can improve any 
car stereo’s sound. Fader control 
and separate on/off switch.

Clarion Deluxe Mini AM-FM 
Digital Cassette w/Auto-Rev.
Separate power amp, electronic buttons with 

signal seek, full automatic 
reverse, digital radio, all 

in a mini

$^i^Clchass's for
small cars.

discwasher®

Disckit
Set includes 
record and sty
lus cleaners, 
Zerostat, wal
nut base.

ALTEC
LANSING

• Onkyo model TX-3Q00 receiver 
delivers 46 watts per channel plus 
power meters and Servo-Locked FM 
tuning for drift-free listening. Touch 
Onkyo and you feel quality!

• New semi-automatic direct drive CP- 
1015 Onkyo Turntable with 
straightline tonearm and Ortofon 
cartridge.

• Brand new Altec-Lansing Model 8 
loudspeakers bring the brilliance to 
your ears without the harshness of 
lesser-quality speakers. Tough to find 
a better system

Ultrachrome
Blank Cassettes
Get metal tape 
performance £E! 99 
but with 
Ultrachrome 
you can use them 
on your standard 
deck.

SONY XS-201
Mechanical 
2-way Speakers

* Super Sony sound in a 
standard 5-in. size for 
door or deck. Handle 50 
watts.

6x9 Speakers
Make your car a 
concert hall with 
famous Altec-Lansing 
speakers. Regular 
size but below regulai 
price!

^Infinity
Model RSa two-way has 
the same EMIT tweeter as 
Infinity’s $3,500 mode! 
and its woofer is madeol 
the same polypropylene 
material.

AKAI
Belt drive 
Turntable
w/cartridge

Akai AP-B10 comes 
complete. You save!

GENESIS
The Genesis One-Pius 
puts big sound on,your 
bookshelf. Lifetime 
warranty to original 
cwne, $|«q

tea.

Nikko Audio
12-band
Equalizer

Make a good stereo 
sound incredible with the 
EQ-2 by Nikko. Six bands 
per channel allow 
adjustment for speaker 
efficiency and room 
acoustics.

DYER 
DEAL

ALT" EEC
BEKsrexa
Aitec-lansing's newest 
two-way Model 4 con
tinues their tradition for 
quality. Hear them today!

70-watt per channel
Receiver

Full 70 watts per channel, power meters, 
twin tape monitors with dubbing, 
exclusive circuit breaker protection and 
3-year transferable warranty.

*149 DYER
DEAL *349

3601 E. 29th St. dyer
electronics


