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WASHINGTON — With just a week to go 

before the election, this may be a good time to 
post the “Voter Beware” sign. Herewith is a 
“Guide to Last Minute Campaign Exposes, 
Promises and Other Fast Shuffles.”

1) Be wary of charges that surface during the 
last week of the campaign about candidates’ 
health, honesty or morals.

The very fact that such charges are heard in 
the final days of the campaign is suspect: if the 
candidate really is suffering from a terminal 
illness, has been dipping in the public till or 
indulging sexual peccadiloes, the information 
is likely to have come out much earlier.

Of course, it is possible that relevant new 
facts in these categories might come to light 
just before the election, but experience shows 
that most such disclosures are either false, 
based on incomplete or distorted information 
or old stuff dressed up as hot, fresh and spicy 
news. Approach with care.

In this same category are rumors and whis

pers (“My sister heard ...” “A guy at the office 
was told ... ”) that begin circulating just before 
the polls open. They almost surely are the 
product of 11th hour desperation campaigning 
and almost surely are fabrications.

2) Watch out for the last-minute promise.
At best, if a candidate suddenly makes a 

promise to do something for this or that special 
group (appoint a gay Eskimo to the Supreme 
Court, for example), he has made a very late 
discovery of a social need or injustice that was 
there all the time.

At worst, the candidate is trying to squeeze 
out the last bloc of votes needed to win, after 
which the promise will be forgotten or fuzzed 
up with all sort of explanations of why it can’t 
be redeemed.

As for sensational election eve promises (“I 
shall go to Abu Dhabi ”), the questions to ask 
are, “Will it solve the problem?” and “How 
come it took you so long to think of it?. ”

If a candidate can’t come up with his pro
posed solution to an important problem until 
the last minute, maybe he is too slow on the 
uptake to do the job he is running for.

3) Don’t be swayed by last minute 
and canvassing blitzes.

There is a school of politics that eml 
the military idea of saturation bombing, 
the newspapers, airwaves and mailboxei 
propaganda and ringing telephones
hooks and doorbells out of their 
the last days of the campaign to 
psyched up for the big day.

All of the above, within limits, are 
mate campaign tools and useful devit 
increasing voter turnout. But don’t falliili 
snare of voting for the last candidate yoiiii 
from, which is the hope of candidates wt 
fly with last minute salvoes of advertisiip 
personal contact.

If you haven’t already made up 
who you are going to vote for, use tins we 
come to the decision. If you have 
your mind, use the week to think it tin 
again. But decided or otherwise, 
anyone pull your strings in these 
before the election.
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Carter’s party, record 
will hurt him most

It took the Great Presidential Debate of 
1980 to put the spotlight on what’s really 
underlying this election.

The next president won’t necessarily be the 
best looker, the best orator, the best adminis- 
.trator nor even the best.leader. 
m He’ll be the man whose basic party 
philosophy more closely reflects the views of a 
majority of America.

Judging from Tuesday night, that man will 
be Ronald Reagan.

We’ve all heard complaints recently about 
how the two-party system is a farce, about 
how both Republican and Democratic candi
dates are so much alike in their views that it 
doesn’t matter who we vote for.

Based on last night’s debate, there are 
many fundamental differences between both 
Reagan and Jimmy Carter — and their re
spective parties.

Reagan forcefully hammered home time 
and again his philosophy that the federal gov
ernment is intruding too much into the affairs 
of private citizens and the free enterprise 
system.

It’s the same line we heard when Reagan 
visited Texas A&M almost two years ago. And 
it’s going to be very effective in luring the vote 
of the guy who has a large percentage of his 
paycheck eaten up by federal taxes; the guy 
who believes there’s too much federal regula
tion and not enough state autonomy; and the 
guy who believes the United States is weaken
ing as a world power.

In short, Reagan is a dogmatic conserva
tive, dedicated to less governmental interfer
ence in American life.

Reagan’s also quick with the tongue. Notic
ing, like many in the audience, that Carter 
had not replied directly to a question on the 
hostage crisis in Iran, Reagan said. “Barbara, 
you’ve asked that question twice and I think 
it’s time you got one answer.”

(But Reagan proceeded to evade the same 
question, almost as skillfully as Carter had 
done.)

Reagan also compared Carter to “a witch 
doctor who gets upset when a real doctor 
shows up with the cure.”

Cheap shots? Maybe, but they pinpointed 
exactly Carter’s one major weakness: his 
record. On the hostages, on the economy, on 
foreign affairs, Carter hasn’t a real leg to 
stand on. His record is open to substantial 
attacks.

That’s why he’s resorted to attacking 
Reagan’s stands — rather than promoting his 
own solutions — more and more as the cam
paign winds down. And the Carter attacks 
aren’t restricted to rational arguments against 
Reagan’s views — he’s exploiting America’s

Sidebars
By Dillard Stone

fear of Ronny-On-The-Button, just as Lyndon 
Johnson painted Barry Goldwater as a man of 
war, tied to nuclear weapons proliferation. If 
Carter wins, it will probably be due to the 
fear many Americans have of seeing Reagan 
in control of nuclear weapons.

That’s why Carter said that nuclear bombs 
are the key issue in the election. Carter 
focused on that because he realizes the truth 
of Reagan’s charge that he, by his own Misery 
Index standard, doesn’t deserve to be re
elected.

But in addition to his record, Carter has 
another weakness: his party. The president is 
inextricably linked with governmental exten- ■ 
sions into many areas of life. It comes down to 
liberalism vs. conservatism, and Reagan’s be
lief that Americans are capable of handling 
their own affairs without the government 
stepping in may win him the election.

Feminists — and Democrats — are almost 
hyperactive in their support of the Equal 
Rights Amendment. Many other Americans 
aren’t so sure that the ERA is necessary. They 
feel, as does Reagan, that the federal govern
ment need not interfere yet in areas where 
state and local governments haven’t had a 
chance to try solutions.

Carter’s favoring of national catastrophic 
health insurance isn’t going to sit well with 
those Americans who see socialized anything 
as 1) a step in the direction of decreased 
freedoms, and 2) an automatic indicator of a 
decline in the quality of the product.

Even Carter’s “good” claims, for example, 
a 73 percent increase in federal aid to educa
tion, are anathema to citizens who see federal 
aid as federal control.

The Democrats years ago may have found a 
receptive audience to put up with their social 
welfare philosophy of government. That 
philosophy is slowly losing favor.

Carter had hoped to show Reagan up as an 
ignorant fool Tuesday night. He didn’t suc
ceed — mainly because Carter’s record is 
singularly unimpressive; because Carter is 
tied to party views which may be those of a 
coalition of minorities, but which probably no 
longer reflect the views of Middle America; 
and because they see no real reason to con
tinue putting off answers to the problems 
facing America.
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Gov. Bill should shut mouth, run stah i i
Editor:

I am writing in answer to “Governor Bill’s” 
comment to reporters of the Texarkana Gazet
te. It is a shame that the man who is supposed 
to be the leader of our state has nothing better 
to do than ride around on airplanes and 
criticize our nation’s president, which is all 
that he has done since he was elected. He is 
not against President Carter; he is against the 
Democratic Party. He is a political bigot.

Let me remind you of an incident that hap
pened last spring. Bill Clements steps off of a 
plane in Houston when he is approached by 
reporters about the recent attempt to free the 
U.S. hostages in Iran. He admitted that he 
knew nothing about it, but that did not stop 
him from making his usual criticism. I trust 
that when state elections come back around, 
the people of Texas will be, as I am, fed up 
with the bullshit we have been fed for the last 
two years and decide to elect a Governor who 
will keep his mouth shut and tend to business 
of running our state.

David McCarroll ’84

reason was academics, another was the scenic 
qualities of the campus. The main reason I 
decided to come here was that intangible spirit 
and friendliness which permeated throughout 
the campus.

That same spirit still exists, but somehow I 
can’t help but feel that this unique quality is 
being challenged. Tm talking about the ever- 
increasing presence, or should I say that om
nipresence, of social fraternities. I m not try
ing to say that all social fraternities are bad, 
but when people start taking more pride and 
interest in their “frat” than such a tine univer
sity as Texas A&M, then it’s time to take a look 
at what’s happening.

Even though this is only my second year 
here, I’ve noticed the change. The change I’m 
referring to lies in the general attitude of the 
students. Just walking around campus, you’re 
lucky if half the people you pass will even

make eye contact, and half of those m § 
rarely respond. It makes you feel if you® § 
isn’t cut right or you’re not wearing their H 
clothes, you don’t deserve the time off ^ 
This kind of attitude does not belong htS'- §5 
Texas A&M, and it’s frustrating to metost^ gj 
slowly eating away at the very heart of#6 §| 
being an Aggie is all about.

Maybe some people attend an instituti# g 
higher learning to study four years and !* ' 5j 
degree, but this university has so muchife 3| 
to offer. If only those who put forth so #§ 
time and effort toward their fraternity 5| 
dirftpt it toward their university, we ’ §direct it toward their university, we' 
have the finest school anywhere. Don’ti § 
understand me, I sincerely believe fp § 
A&M is the finest or I would not be here.I; || 
don’t want to see such a special institiflf S 
become just another university. h

Kevin J. Bailey §

A change in attitude
Editor:

When I decided to attend Texas A&M two 
years ago, it was for a number of reasons. One

Warped By Scott McCullar

The Battalion
U S P S 045 360

MEMBER
Texas Press Association 

Southwest Journalism Congres:
Questions or comments concerning any editorial 

should be directed to the editor.

Editor............................................................Dillard Stone
Managing Editor...................................Rhonda Watters
Asst. Managing Editor................................Scott Haring
City Editor.............................................. Becky Swanson
Asst. City Editor............................Angelique Copeland
Sports Editor............................................. Richard Oliver
Asst. Sports Editor..................................Ritchie Priddy
Focus Editor............................................. Scot K. Meyer
Asst. Focus Editor..................................Cathy Saathoff
News Editors................................................................Lynn Blanco,

Gwen Ham, Todd Woodard
Staff Writers............... Jennifer Afflerbach, Kurt Allen,

Nancy Andersen, Marcy Boyce, Jane G. Brust 
Mike Burrichter, Pat Davidson, Jon Heidtke, 

Uschi Michel-Howell, Debbie Nelson, 
Liz Newlin, Rick Stolle

Cartoonist................................................. Scott McCullar
Photo Editor.....................................................................Pat O’Malley
Photographers............................................ George Dolan,

Jeff Kerber
EDITORIAL POLICY

The Battalion is a non-proRt, self-supporting newspaper op
erated as a community service to Texas A&M University and 
Bryan-College Station. Opinions expressed in The Battalion are 
those of the editor or the author, and do not necessarily repre
sent the opinions of Texas A&M University administrators or 
faculty members, or of the Board of Regents

LETTERS POLICY

Letters to the Editor should not exceed 300 words in fef'i 
and are subject to being cut if they are longer. Theeditori0\ 
reserves the righ^ to edit letters for style and length, tel*I; 
make every effort to maintain the Authors intent. £aclilt*!| 
must also be signed, show the address and phone number (I'H 
writer.

Columns and guest editorials are also welcome, and arf -;; 
subject to the same length constraints as letters. 
inquiries and correspondence to: Editor, The i 
Reed McDonald, Texas A&M University,
77843. IM

The Battalion is published daily during Texas A&M'sfa>‘ 
spring semesters, except for holiday and examination pen^' 
Mail subscriptions are $16.75 per semester, $33.25 persi^ 
year and $35 per full year. Advertising rates furnished o»f 
quest.

Our address: The Battalion, 216 Reed 
Texas A&M University, College Station, TX 77843

United Press International is entitled exclusively to th1' 
for reproduction of all news dispatches credited to it Hi#-' 
reproduction of all other matter herein reserved. 

Second class postage paid at College Station, TX oWl

Nc
Sti

3463


