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By KURT ALLEN
Battalion Staff

If one Southwest Conference 
team contains more surprises this 
year than any other, it would have 
to be SMU.

At season’s start, the Mustangs 
were expected to be a good team, 
but in the vein of Texas A&M, were 
not thought to be top conference 
title contenders. That role was re
served for Houston, Arkansas and 
Texas as evidenced by the presea
son Texas Football magazine poll.

They were also not considered a 
prime candidate for top 20 national 
ranking. But the Ponies refused to 
believe the polls, compiling instead 
a 5-2 record so far along with a 
scoring average of 27 points per 
game.

Admittedly, their 2-2 conference 
record puts their title hopes on the 
back burner for now. Yet SMU 
nearly won both of its conference 
losses against Baylor and Houston, 
which indicates its strength.

In the Baylor game at Waco, the 
Mustangs took a large early lead and

3En

held it until a furious Bear 
comeback late in the second half 
made the final score 32-28.

As for the Houston loss, SMU 
could have easily won the game, but 
did not execute very well and let the 
Cougars stay in the game. Houston 
eventually eked out a 13-11 deci
sion. SMU Head Coach Ron Meyer 
still shakes his head over the re
sults.

“You can’t be human and not 
think about those two games,” said 
Meyer. “Especially when any one of 
countless plays could have turned 
those two games around.”

Then, last weekend against Tex
as, the Ponies finally showed what 
they were capable of doing. As usu
al, their offense did a credible job. 
The real story was the wrecking job 
the SMU defense did on the super
charged Longhorn offensive ma
chine.

Texas had been averaging 31 
points a game coming into the SMU 
contest, but the Mustangs tightend 
the screws letting only six points 
slip from their grasp.

Even more convincing was the 
job they did on Longhorn quarter
back Donnie Little. Before the 
Ponies feasted on him, Little had 
led the conference in total offense 
with about 200 yards a game. But 
the Ponies only allowed him to com
plete nine of 23 passes for 76 yards, 
while holding him to 24 yards on the 
ground.

“We have finally forged our way 
up to respectability,” said Meyer on

Monday. “Now we have to on. I felt 
that we could go into Austin and win 
the game.”

Wnat’s so ironic about all this is 
that the Mustang offense had been 
expected to carry the team. Few 
people would have dreamed in late 
August that SMU could hold Texas 
to six points.

So far, rushing has been the 
bread and butter of the Ponies’ of
fense. This was especially true 
against Texas where SMU piled up 
283 yards on the ground.

The star of that game was tailback 
Craig James who ran for 146 yards 
including a 53-yard TD scamper. 
That gave James 535 yards for the 
season, meaning he could still possi
bly have a 1,000-yard season.

Another player to watch is fellow 
tailback Eric Dickerson who picked 
up 85 yards against Texas and now 
has 513 yards as well. Meanwhile, 
the Ponies’ passing game has had 
some rough going which resulted in 
junior quarterback Mike Ford being 
benched in favor of freshman Lance 
Mcllhenny.

Mcllhenny completed only one of 
eight passes against Texas in his first 
start, but according to Meyer, ex
ecuted an almost flawless ball game.

“Lance Mcllhenny is not your ty
pical freshman,” said Meyer. “I was 
very, very pleased with his perform
ance.

“Mike Ford was helping me call 
the plays on the sidelines. He was 
working with Lance in the third 
quarter. And I think that’s a tre

mendous thing for Ford and Mike 
Fisher to be so supportive.”

The story of Mike Ford this year 
is an unfortunate one. After suffer
ing an injury during last year’s 5-6 
season, Ford won an extra year of 
eligibility and there had been high 
hopes for this year.

But his performance this year has 
been sub-par. After the Ponies’ first 
six games and just before the Texas 
contest, Ford had completed only 
46.7 percent of his passes and had 
thrown an alarming eight intercep
tions in 152 attempts. In both the 
Mustang’s losses, Ford’s intercep
tions were cited as crucial factors.

It was those lackluster peform- 
ances against Baylor and Houston 
that led Meyer to replace Ford with 
Mcllhenny. Meyer Monday said 
Mcllhenny will continue indefinite
ly as the starter.

Meyer also said a bowl bid was a 
legitimate goal for his players and 
he was not afraid to talk about it 
with four games still left to play.

He did say Monday that the upset 
win over Texas was a landmark in 
the Mustang’s program, but ad
mitted the victory would be dimin
ished if SMU lost to downtrodden 
Texas A&M.

For those wondering what hap
pened to Mustang Mania, that exer
cise in media hype was put on the 
back burner at season’s start. There 
had been a lot of criticism for build
ing up a team’s image when it only 
finished 5-6.
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FAME !
1 “If they’ve got what it takes, it’s If 
1 going to take everything they’ve il 
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5:30 Showtime 
Admission $1.50 if

| Box Office Opens at 5:00 p.m. ■
Through Friday M-R

THURSDAY MIDNIGHT: 1
Sneak Preview: i

FAME !
Nov. 3-7 S-Z

1 FRIDAY MIDNIGHT:
The Changeling *

SATURDAY MIDNIGHT: |
Rocky Horror Picture Show 1

YEARBOOK ASSOCIATES STUDIO at Suite 140, Culpep
per Office Park off Puryear Street. Regular hours 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Phone 693-6756.

NOTICE TO ENGINEERS
December and May Graduates

MASON & HANGER — SILAS MASON CO., INC.
Engineers & Contractors since 1827

May have the career for you in Amarillo, Texas.
A prime contractor for the Department of Energy in nuclear weapon manufacture and final 
assembly.

BS/MS EE,IE, ChE, ME and Arch.
Interviewing on campus November 7,1980 

Sign up at Placement Office today
An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F

iSTCib^^rS) <ST

Good Times on “Thirsty Thursday”!
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UThirsty Thursday

Now Better Than Ever. You Will Be Pleased With 
These Carefully Prepared and Taste Tempting Foods. 
Each Daily Special Only $2.13 Plus Tax. 

“Open Daily”
Dining: 11 A.M. to 1:30 P.M.—4:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M.

MONDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

Salisbury Steak 
with

Mushroom Gravy 
Whipped Potatoes 

Yout Choice of 
One Vegetable 

Roll or Corn Bread and Butter 
Coffee or Tea

TUESDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

Mexican Fiesta 
Dinner

Two Cheese and 
Onion Enchiladas 

w/chili
Mexican Rice 

Patio Style Pinto Beans 
Tostadas 

Coffee or Tea
One Corn Bread and Butter

WEDNESDAY 
EVENING SPECIAL

Chicken Fried Steak 
w/cream Gravy 

Whipped Potatoes and 
Choice of one other 

Vegetable
Roll or Corn Bread and Butter 

Coffee or Tea

THURSDAY EVENING SPECIAL

Italian Candle Light Spaghetti Dinner 
SERVED WITH SPICED MEAT BALLS AND SAUCE 

Parmesan Cheese - Tossed Green Salad 
Choice of Salad Dressing - Hot Garlic Bread 

Tea or Coffee
FOR YOUR PROTECTION OUR PERSONNEL HAVE HEALTH CARDS

FRIDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

BREADED FISH 
FILET w/TARTAR 

SAUCE 
Cole Slaw 

Hush Puppies 
Choice of one 

vegetable
Roll or Corn Bread & Butter 

Tea or Coffee

SATURDAY 
NOON and EVENING 

SPECIAL

Yankee Pot Roast 
(Texas Salad) 

Mashed 
Potato w/ 

gravy
Roll or Corn Bread & Butter 

Tea or Coffee

■“Quality First”i

SUNDAY SPECIAL 
NOON and EVENING

ROASTTURKEY DINNER 
Served with 

Cranberry Sauce 
Cornbread Dressing 

Roll or Corn Bread - Butter - 
CoffeorTea 
Giblet Gravy 

And your choice of any 
One vegetable

BEER 14
Cover Charge $2.00 —Aggie Corps Members 

Free With ID.

a For Reservations Gall 696-1905
HWY. 6 ACROSS FROM TEXAS WORLD SPEEDWAY

Get your Xerox copies

ON THE DOUBLE
at Northgate, above Farmer’s Market

Inexpensive, High-Quality Copies 
On Our Xerox 9400

FREE COLLATING 
in most cases.
We specialize in

REPORTS and DISSERTATIONS.

Also: Self-service copying, typing, binding, resume 
writing, editing, translating. ONE STOP service for 
reports and dissertations.

ON THE DOUBLE
331 University 846-3755 

Open M-F, 7 a.m.-lO p.m. 
Sat., 9-6

SMU running back Craig Janies has gained over 530 
this season to lead the surprising Mustangs, who knockedofj 
Texas last week 20-6 in Austin. Teammate Eric Dickersoil 
and James together have gained over 1,000 yards so (at fork was c
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A&M and SMU play Saturday afternoon at 2:50.

Metcalf continues 
search for Ag guard
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“The five best players don’t always make the best team,” saidTeup11'10"1 § 

A&M University Head Basketball Coach Shelby Metcalf Tuesda|'lnt‘1> Pre 
“The chemistry has to be there too. ” W Nation

And so the search continues for the right chemisty for Texas AMIB6 year 
men’s team. With ne'

In past seasons, Metcalf has brought his teams along slowly. He*11 s'ttin8 
would usually reach their peak in the Southwest Conference ra(>jj*e" ‘,oss’ 
But the dean of SWC coaches wants to settle on his best playw intervi 
before the season gets underway, so they will be able to keepabet!;|ePortersfr 
hold on a possible national ranking. ■wsconie

Last year, the Aggies opened the season with a top 20 natiomr5 ests' 
ranking in both polls, but two straight losses knocked the Agsoulmr c'en'et 
late in the year. tion re9U11

So this year, in an attempt to stay ranked, Metcalf wants !an 1 va>uatl 
establish his top people early. “Its tough to get back in (the ®l|P Partn< 
ings),” he said, “so we want to be as ready as possible from the start

Saturday before the Rice football game, the Ags held their secoaf n f l(>! 
intra-squad scrimmage and the results were nothing to write 
about. The scrimmage marked the first time the new improvitl 
“Wall” played together. L

Rynn Wright, Vernon Smith, Rudy Woods and Claude Of 
compose the “Wall” which will be rock solid again this year. Riley,r O 
sophomore from Crockett, has a year of experience and is ready! i 
become an integral part. ftiX

But a big problem facing Metcalf is finding the best guard combiit|» P
tion. Tyrone Ladson, Reggie Roberts, Jay McHugh andRoyJone| 
are all possible candidates, but only Ladson has the experience, | "T 

“Tyrone will be good enough to win with, if he stays likes he is | paj] 
Metcalf said, “but we need to get a couple of second guards ready cooj 

Roberts and McHugh are the early favorites, but Metcalf ph':jLtulnn 
go into the season with a point guard and the “Wall.” v pei]

Metcalf said that this point, there are a lot of things the squij Sp0ns0I 
hasn’t even touched on, but work on the transition game and %0(jeo 
movement have been an early concern for him. p0(

The Aggies face a rough schedule this year, with only nine hot Lmg toge 
games compared to 18 on the road. This will make it especially toe over 
to stay in the polls, and Metcalf realizes it. js y

But Metcalf is no stranger to tough situations, and since he holdiiMjjyon 
doctorate degree, he is just the man the Aggies need to come up*»■ 'phe roc] 
the right chemistry for a succesful season. 8 p.m., st
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bunch*a*bloonz, : n. 1. colorful helium filled liual eni 
balloons arranged in a big bouquet. 2. bright 
alternative to flowers. 3. a balloon
service for parties. 4. smile-maker.

time to plan for Halloween parties!

TO FIND OUT MORE CALL 
WEEKDAYS 1-5 696-4179»•••••«*

DIETING?
Even though we do not prescribe diets, 
we make it possible for many to enjoy a 
nutritious meal while they follow their 
doctors orders. You will be delighted 
with the wide selection of low calorie, 
sugar free and fat free foods in the 
Souper Salad Area, Sbisa Dining Center 
Basement.

OPEN
Monday through Friday 10:45 AM-1:45 PM

QUALITY FIRST


