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Cable TV market growing
United Press International

NEW YORK — Right now, 98 
percent of all American homes 
boast television sets. The three 
networks — and their advertisers 
— capture 87 percent of that audi­
ence.

Alternative media are becoming 
increasingly available, and they will 
give viewers a chance to get away 
from advertising — at a price.

Pay cable, which now has 8 
percent of the market, is expected

to go up to 17 percent in 1985 and 
reach 32 percent by 1990.

At 32 percent, pay cable could 
start raking in money from advertis­
ers as well as subscribers, but the 
largest of the pay cable systems 
has no intention of doing so.

That’s Home Box Office, which 
this year celebrated five years of 
national distribution by satellite. For 
historians, HBO’s first satellite 
show was the Ali-Frazier
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heavyweight fight from Manila on 
Sept. 30, 1980.

According to James 0. 
Heyworth, president of Home Box 
Office Inc., there are about 4,000 
cable systems operating in the Un­
ited States in 1980, with nearly half 
of those taking HBO. Heyworth esti­
mates the HBO audience as in ex­
cess of four million people.

HBO conducts continuing mar­
ket surveys among its subscribers, 
asking them to list the service’s 
assets and rank their importance. 
Month after month, viewers check 
off lack of commercials as one of 
the things that most contributes to 
the value of pay television.

HBO has been so successful that 
it is already putting on the market a 
second pay channel, Cinemax, de­
voted entirely to movies from cur­
rent to classics.

One of the problems that con­
fronts pay television operators in 
new communities is the fear of por­
nography.

“We will not carry X-rated 
programs,” Heyworth said. “We do 
carry R-rated programs — rated 
“R” usually because of nudity — 
scheduled for later in the evening or 
night. We do not carry films for 
which pornography is the only hook.

“We sometimes get complaints, 
and there will be concerns express­
ed when HBO is introduced into a 
market — even though the same 
motion pictures probably played in 
town. The consumer has the option 
of not taking Home Box Office, or 
buying a parental control device 
that with a turn of the key closes off 
the pay television channel."
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