
Page 14 THE BATTALION
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 1980

New coach offers experience
By RICK STOLLE

Battalion Staff
Jan Cannon is a part-time coach 

with full-time experience.
She has 31 years experience in 

organized tennis and is the new 
coach of the women’s tennis team at 
Texas A&M University. She has be­
gun programs for other schools, 
added to existing programs at some 
and has coached a Davis Cup finalist.

Cannon began her coaching career 
at Edinburg with six new courts. 
Fresh from Texas Tech she did not 
know what to expect, she said. “At 
Tech, we had to begin the women’s 
program on a shoe-string,” she said. 
“There were no funds for the prog­
ram and the first year we recruited 
intramural players for the team.”

She said the team played with its 
own personal gear without much 
help from the university. The new 
courts were hard to get at Edinburg 
but a nice way to start a team. She 
didn’t know, she said, that it would 
be the beginning of many uphill 
fights.

She moved on to Abilene High 
School two years later and her teams 
won the district championship three 
of the five years she was there. At

Monterrey High School in Lubbock, 
she coached nine district champion­
ship teams and one player who 
reached the Davis Cup finals when 
he later attended college.

Bobby Joyner was a three-sport 
reject when he tried out for the ten­
nis team at Monterrey High, Cannon 
said. He was a tall, gangly youngster 
who had been cut from football, bas­
ketball and baseball.

“When we got him he could hardly 
walk without tripping over his own 
feet,” she said. “But he had the most 
fantastic hand-eye coordination I 
have ever seen.”

She said he worked harder than 
anybody on the team and gradually 
improved. After a year, all the teams 
that had cut him wanted him back. 
Joyner went on to play tennis at Trin­
ity University and made it to the fin­
als of the Davis Cup in doubles with 
Chuck McKinley.

After 14 years at Monterrey, Can­
non moved on to Amarillo, where 
she remained for 10 years, Bryan and 
ultimately, Texas A&M.

One of the reasons she came to 
A&M was because of tennis coach 
David Kent.

“We have known each other since 
he (Kent) was in high school,” she 
said. They have always coached in 
the same areas and have kept in 
touch, she said. Cannon attended 
many of the camps in West Texas and 
even played in some of the tourna­
ments Kent organized.

He has a tremendous reputation in 
West Texas and deserves it for the 
work he has done out there. “We 
have a good rapport and work 
together very easily,” she said.

Coaches have to work together, 
she added, if a program is to succeed. 
“He will come over to help my girls 
and I can go over to help the guys if 
needed,” she said.

She said she had been at too many 
schools where the two tennis teams 
had been as far apart as possible. It 
did not produce good results, she 
said, and sometimes went as far as 
antagonism toward the other 
program.

She said one of the things that 
makes coaching fun for her is watch­
ing her “kids” grow. “It is a good 
feeling to watch them go on,” she 
said. “Like with Bobby (Joyner), you 
can never tell just how far they will
go”
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A coach is like a second parent, she 
said. They have to help the youngs­
ter adjust. “Amy Gloss is from Ore­
gon and had not been very far from 
her home, so coming to A&M is a big 
adjustment for her.”

It is a big adjustment on a good 
athlete to begin competition at the 
college level, she said. Many of her 
freshmen have never played lower 
than the top spot on their home 
teams. Sonja Hutcherson never lost 
a set in University Interscholastic 
League (UIL) competition.

“I have told the girls they will have 
to work hard and that the competi­
tion is different here than they are 
used to,” she said. They cannot get 
discouraged, she stressed, because 
they will have to get used to the 
situation they are in.

That is one of the reasons all the 
freshmen will be going to the Galves­
ton Adult Open Tournament Satur­
day, she said, for the experience. “It 
will be a lack of experience that will 
hurt us early in the season,” she said 
“not a lack of effort. ”

The girls are very coachable, she 
said. That makes it very easy to pre­
pare for the competition.

She added that all the girls want to 
play and need to learn.

“It will be done my way though. I 
do have a little more experience than 
they,” she said, “and any mistakes 
will be mine as well.”

She said she is trying to add to the 
schedule to try to make it even 
tougher. “I believe, and always 
have, that quality competition pro­
duces quality teams.”

She said she will make sure that 
when Southwest Conference com­
petition begins, the Texas A&M 
women’s tennis team can swing a 
racket with anybody. “Above all,” 
she said, “I want it to be fun for 
everybody on the team.”

The team will leave Friday and 
begin competition Saturday at the 
Galveston Open. The team will con­
sist of freshmen Amy Gloss, Laura 
Hanna, Sonja Hutcherson and Mary 
Hise. They will be led by sophomore 
Liliana Fernandez and junior Ferol 
Hinkle. Top contenders University 
of Houston and Rice will be at the 
competition. “It will give the fresh­
men a lot of good experience, ” Can­
non said, “and right now that’s most 
important.”
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Texas A&M defensive lineman Mack Moore 
(90) stops an Ole Miss Rebel runner behind the 
line of scrimmage during the Aggies 23-20 win
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last Saturday night. The 19th-ranked 
travel to Athens, Ga. Saturday to take 
15th-rankcd Georgia Bulldogs.

Ags to face Bulldog
Dogs, Ags ranked 15th, 19th

Here’s some information about 
the Georgia-Texas A&M game which 
will be played in Athens, Ga. this 
weekend:
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"Backing The Aggies"

KICKOFF— 12:30 p.m. CDT on 
Saturday, Sept. 13.

CROWD — 53,000 in 59,000-seat 
Sanford Stadium. Georgia students 
don’t begin classes until Sept. 17. 
6,000 student tickets remain unsold.

LAST WEEK — Quarterback 
Mike Mosley ran for 116 yards, pas­
sed for 128 more, and scored two 
touchdowns in leading Texas A&M 
to a 23-20 win over the Mississippi 
Rebels in Jackson, Miss. Frosh Hers- 
chel Walker scored two second-half 
touchdowns in leading Georgia to a 
16-15 win over Tennessee in Knox­
ville.

NEXT WEEK — The Aggies 
open their home schedule against 
Penn State, with the kickoff set for 
7:30 p.m. Georgia plays host to 
Clemson in Athens at 1:30 EDT.

COACHES — Tom Wilson is in 
his second full season as head coach 
after taking over at mid-season in 
1978. His overall record is now 18 
wins and 10 losses. Vince Dooley is 
beginning his 17th season at Geor­
gia. Dooley has won three South­
eastern Conference Championships, 
and has taken teams to 11 bowl 
games. His overall record is 119 
wins, 56 losses, and six ties.

OFFENSE — A&M’s primary 
offense is the “I” formation. Georgia 
also operates out of the T“.

DEFENSE — A&M will use a 4-3 
set while Georgia counters with the 
split-60.
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American League National League
East W L Pet. CB East W L
New York. 87 52 .626 Montreal 76 63
Baltimore 84 55 .604 3 Philadelphia 75 63
Boston 75 61 .551 10‘/2 Pittsburgh 73 67
Milwaukee 74 67 .525 14 St. Louis 62 76
Cleveland 71 67 .514 15 Vi New York 59 80
Detroit 71 68 .511 16 Chicago .54 84
Toronto 59 80 .424 28 West W L
West W L Pet. GB Los Angeles 79 60
Kansas City 87 53 .621 Houston 79 60
Oakland 70 71 .496 17^2 Cincinnati 77 63
Texas 69 70 .496 VJVi Atlanta 71 68
Chicago 59 79 .436 26 San Francisco 67 72
Minnesota 61 79 .428 27 San Diego 62 78
California 55 83 .399 31
Seattle 51 88 .367 35

DIETING?
Even though we do not prescribe diets, 
we make it possible for many to enjoy a 
nutritious meal while they follow their 
doctors orders. You will be delighted 
with the wide selection of low calorie, 
sugar free and fat free foods in the 
Souper Salad Area, Sbisa Dining Center 
Basement.
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