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world
Top-secret fighter explodes near London

United Press International
LONDON — A top-secret Amer

ican F-18 fighter aircraft burst into 
flames and crashed Monday near a 
British air force base west of London, 
but the two crewmen parachuted to 
safety.

The plane, on loan from the U.S.

Navy to the McDonnell Douglas 
Corp. for the annual Famborough 
air show, crashed 200 yards from the 
British army air corps married quar
ters, the Defense Ministry said.

The two-man crew, believed to be 
civilians on the staff of McDonnell 
Douglas, bailed out before the plane
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crashed and scattered wreckage over 
a wide area near the village of Middle 
Wallop, 60 miles west of London, a 
spokesman said.

The crewmen were taken to the 
Royal Air Force Hospital at 
Wroughton, near Swindon. One 
man was reported seriously injured, 
the other slightly injured.

Police immediately clamped down 
on news of the crash for security 
reasons, even confiscating film a 13- 
year-old boy took of the crash and 
destroying the negatives.

The boy, Simon Orwin of Middle 
Wallop, his brother and sister, 
Jeremy and Nicola, and a friend, Jus
tin Badger, 14, were bicycling past

the Army air center when they saw 
the plane overhead.

“The engines were on fire and the 
plane went into a dive,” the young 
photographer said. “It was totally out 
of control, but we could see the cock
pit canopy was raised and the pilot 
had ejected.”

The aircraft is one of America’s 
latest combat planes, and it is re
ported to be undergoing evaluation 
tests for use in air defense and groun- 
dattack roles.

A second accident occurred on the 
ground when a British Ministry of 
Defense fire tender collided with an 
an army vehicle as they raced to the 
crash site.
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United Press International
PEKING — Hua Guofeng resigned as premier Sun

day in a major victory for China’s strongman Deng 
Xiaoping, but Deng faces a much tougher fight in the 
power struggle to oust Hua as chairman of the Commun
ist Party, analysts say.

Deng and six other vice premiers also resigned en 
masse Sunday, handing the reins of government over to 
a collective leadership headed by master economic re
former Zhaoa Ziyang, China’s new premier and a pro
tege of Deng.
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ENGINEERS
The major shake-up affecting more than one-third of 

the state council was carefully orchestrated by Deng to 
remove the aged and the uncooperative and separate 
the government from the party.
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Hua’s long-anticipated resignation as premier was a 
major victory for Deng after months of bitter behind- 
the-scenes political infighting. It set the stage for a 
second showdown later this year between the two men 
for control of the ruling Communist Party.

Hua retained the chairmanship of the party, though 
gravely weakened in the ongoing political struggle be
cause of his past associations with the late Mao Tse-tung, 
but diplomatic sources said after his success at the con
gress, Deng would probably go after Hua’s party post 
later this year.

China officials have stressed the resignations will not 
affect China’s foreign and domestic policies.

The National Peoples Congress is expected to 
announce its approval of the resignations and name 
replacements for the vacant posts at its closing session 
Wednesday.

Chairman Mao down to human size.
The urge to protect the legacy of Mao is 

strong among elderly leaders who oncefoi 
side with Mao. These include a few militana 
ders who analysts say are unhappy withde-M 
and are likely to rally behind Hua, Maos 
heir, when the crunch comes, they said.
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United Press International
WARSAW, Poland — Scattered 

work stoppages persisted across Po
land and the leader of the successful 
strike says he wants to go to Rome 
and meet with Polish-born Pope 
John Paul II.

Lech Walesa, 37, who led the 18- 
day strike that won promises of the 
first independent trade unions in the 
Soviet bloc and led to the ouster of 
Communist Party boss Edward 
Gierek, met Polish Primate Cardinal 
Stefan Wyszynski Sunday and thank
ed him for the church’s support 
throughout the job action.

Walesa, who had breakfast with 
the cardinal after attending mass in
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the prelate’s private chapel, said that 
if he had the necessary travel docu
ments he would be ready to go to 
Rome to meet John Paul II.

But the official state-run television 
news, reflecting the open trend in 
the media that grew up during the 
strikes, said Sunday night there were 
still “sporadic cases of strikes” 
around the country, and confirmed 
earlier dissident reports of a dozen or 
so walkouts.

The newscast said, “The strikes re
flect local conflicts between the man
agement and the work crews.”

Walesa’s meeting with Wyszynski 
took place at the cardinal’s invitata- 
tion, and the labor leader traveled
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