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Peer adviser sessions offer incoming freshmen the chance to discuss Texas A&M away from the structured orientation program.

-Freshmen peer at A&M
at 7:30 p.m.D 
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Peer advisers help in new students’ orientation
by SCOT K. MEYER

Battalion Stall
The people lining up in pairs and 
Iking enthusiastically among them- 
Ives while they wait for the prog- 

to start are not freshmen.
They have not been walking 
ound an unfamiliar campus all day, 

have they sat in large groups, 
tening to the indoctrination lec- 

of their summer orientation 
nference.

CITY-Pi These people are not confused; 
ated the repi econfused ones will arrive shortly. 
Sherrie Els, But they know what it is like to be 

ted a book on nfused, and that is why they are 
Karen Silk® re.

These people, all Texas A&M stu- 
whenhothsui nts, are peer advisers. When the 
ire at their f shmen arrive, two peer advisers 

take each group of six to eight 
sh” on a casual tour of the campus. 

places the tour group will go will 
determined by wbat the freshmen 
mt to see.
The peer adviser sessions are an 
tional part of summer orienta- 
|ns. They give incoming freshmen 

chance to discuss Texas A&M 
1 current students — hence the 
le “peer” advisers.

Glenna Witt, associate director of 
ligating this pm ident afiairs, is in charge of the 
:rson,”Mund|i er adviser program. The program 

three years old, and it has been 
iwing each year.
last year, about 35 percent of the 
shmen attending their summer 
iferences expressed an interest in 
er adviser sessions. This year that 
ure increased to 90 percent, she 

i,: and over 300 freshmen signed 
for each session.
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“When I was a freshman... so many 
things about this place that I take for 
granted now were totally new to me. ”

orientation of new freshmen a per
sonal touch, Witt said. After being 
herded around in large groups all 
day, the freshmen are given a chance 
to break into smaller groups, and talk 
to students who understand the 
problems they will face.

The peer advisers mix Aggie tradi
tion and trivia with advice ranging 
from how to study for exams to where 
the best places to dance are. They 
are also able to answer questions that 
the freshmen might not feel comfort
able asking an administrator— ques
tions like “How hard are the clas
ses?” or “How do I get football 
tickets?”

Witt said the peer advisers must 
apply in the spring. The require
ments are an overall grade point ratio 
of at least 2.25, and involvement in at 
least one student activity, she said.

The peer advisers are not paid, so 
the motivation, to become one may 
not be clear. But the advisers have 
their own reasons.

Valerie Vickers, a senior manage
ment major, said she became a peer 
adviser “because I really do feel that 
it’s the freshmen who make A&M 
great, and they should have a stu
dent to tell them how things are 
here.”

Another reason Vickers gave was 
that the program keeps her excited 
about being an Aggie. “It’s amazing 
how enthused the freshmen can get 
you,” she said.

Sherrie Balcar, a senior account

ing major from Schulenberg, said, “I 
can remember when I was a fresh
man, and so many things about this 
place that I take for granted now 
were totally new to me then, coming 
from a small town.”

Balcar said that working as a peer 
adviser keeps her from taking the 
University for granted, as well as 
allowing her to meet the incoming 
freshmen.

“Since I am continually meeting

new people, I can feel that I know 
people from all of the University, 
and not just from my own class, ” she 
said.

The peer advisers talk with their 
groups for about two hours. After the 
groups break up there is a mixer the 

'freshmen can go to, followed in many 
cases by a yell practice.

The next day the freshmen will 
register for their classes, but their 
transformation into college students 
is already complete. As one peer 
adviser told her group, “whatever 
happens, you are now Aggies. ” And 
they witnessed one of the most im
portant characteristics of Aggies; a 
willingness to help each other out.
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ECIAL DINNER 3.50 NOON BUFFET 
Monday thru Friday 
SUNDAY BUFFET 3.95 

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFETS! 
unch 11:30-2 p.m. Dinner 5:30-9:30 p.m.

1313 S. College Ave.
822-7661

ZACHAR1AS
GREENHOUSE
club & game parlor

never a cover charge

1201 ilwy. 30 (Harvey Rd.) 
IN THE BRIARWOOD 

APARTMENTS

SOCK HOP!
TONIGHT 8 P.M.

DANCE TO AND ENJOY 
MUSIC FROM THE 
'50's AND '60's.

NO COVER 
CHARGE

HAPPY HOUR Mon.-Fii. 
4 p.m.-7 p.m.
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n Bread-Butten 
lie or Tea 
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PRECISION HAIR DESIGNS 
FOR MEN AND WOMEN

CALL 696-3003
WOODSTONE CENTER 

(Hwy. 30)

We use
and recommend REDKEN'i

PRESENTS

^YOU ‘KNOW <7 CAN’T CHEAR 
cYOU WHEN THE 

WATER'S ‘RUNNING

budget Wight 
’Thursday ‘June 26

s5 Students 
s6 Non-students

T)oor Opens at 6-30pm 
Serving Tine Closes 

at 7:30pm 
cRoom 201 WSC

PRO-STEAM
Carpet Cleaning Service, Inc.

“You’ve Tried the Rest, Now Try the Best”

•SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER THRU JUNE 15th'

Any 5 Rooms *79
Deep Steam Extraction

95 'Soecial "rites 
for less thpr.

5 rooms aval'abie

^No shampoo or harsh chemicals •r Rust removal Expert carpet repair 
•■FREE deodorizing •'3-M “Scotchguard” or Landmark “Topcoat” •iq0 Spots Charges

'FREE Estimates

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★■A-

MSC DINNER THEATRE 1980

• —Mte ..-r

RESTAURANT
AND
CLUB

presents:

Triday & Saturday E' 
June 27&28
*8 Students

s9 Non-students

Tickets ‘Available 
until 24 hours 
before show date 
at the CMSC SBox 
Office 845-2916

GATEMOUTH BROWN
Tonight — June 18th
From the show Hee Haw

Tickets $400
Available at TJ’s and Music Express

BEER 50<:
BAR DRINKS 4.25

All Night
707 Complex College Station


