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Prices go up at Texas A&M

Other shuttle buses cheaper
by JERRY MAZE

Battalion StafT
Increasing fuel, parts and labor 

costs have led to Texas A&M Univer
sity’s shuttle bus riders paying more 
for shuttle bus passes for the 1980-81 
school year. But two other schools 
have found a way to decrease the cost 
of the service per student.

For the upcoming school year, 
shuttle bus riders will be faced with a 
26 percent price increase for student 
passes, from $30 to $38. The price of 
student-spouse passes will rise from 
$45 to $55, a 22 percent increase, 
and faculty-staff passes increase 25 
percent, from $40 to $50.

Texas A&M contracts the shuttle 
bus service from Transportation En
terprises Incorporated (TEI), the 
same company that provides shuttle 
service for the University of Texas at 
Austin and Southwest Texas State 
University in San Marcos.

Brady Burnett, branch manager of 
TEI, said Texas A&M uses 28 buses 
per day in its system, each bus aver
aging just over nine hours of service, 
or 254 hours total per day.

For the present school year, Bur
nett said, about 7,500 people are rid
ing the buses.

The service currently costs Texas 
A&M $14.30 an hour per bus, Bur
nett said. But the cost to Texas A&M 
will increase by 18.8 percent, to $17 
per hour in the fall, plus $1.30 per 
hour fuel adjustment.

He said TEI must increase its 
charge to offset the current 18 per
cent inflation rate and the price of 
fuel, which has doubled in the past 
year.

He said TEI has also raised its base 
pay rate by 12 percent since August 
to insure getting quality drivers that 
can be responsible for getting stu
dents to class on time.

He said the pay rate will probably 
increase to 21 percent in the next 
year because having good drivers 
and maintenance personnel is essen
tial to the success of the service and 
the longevity of the buses.

Burnett said shuttle buses remain 
the most economical means of trans
portation available to students, even 
with the rate increase.

It costs riders 47.5 cents per day to 
use the buses, Burnett said, no mat
ter how many times they ride.

He said the buses allow students 
to come to campus an indefinite 
number of times each day for half the 
price of a gallon of gasoline, and they 
do not have to find a place to park.

Burnett said these'rates1 will allow 
TEI to provide a regular, depend
able service for Texas A&M — until 
operational costs go up again.

“Although I wish the price didn’t 
have to go up to the students,” he 
said, “it is going to, and I think they’ll 
be able to afford it.

“It might defer ridership some; 
but I hope it does not.’’

One alternative to paying higher 
prices for shuttle service is being 
used at the University of Texas, 
where students pay for the service as 
part of their registration fee.

Students are charged a $1.98 shut
tle bus fee for every semester hour 
they take. All students pay the fee 
and the maximum charge to anyone 
is $23.50, or the equivalent of taking 
12 hours.

Doyle Stone, vice president for 
operations at TEI in Austin, said, 
“Because of the number of people 
and the congestion we have, every
body benefits whether they ride or 
not.

“There is occasionally something 
said about everyone having to pay, 
but there are no violent objections. ”

Stone said the University of Texas 
system operates 55 buses each day 
with 500 total service hours.

The system, Stone said, is simple 
because students do not need a pass, 
only their I. D. card to prove they are 
students.

At Southwest Texas State Univer
sity, students pay $7 each for the 
shuttle service and do not have to 
display a pass of any kind to the 
drivers.

Joan Baron, assistant director of 
auxiliary services at SWTSU, said 
everyone being able to ride the 
buses has not created problems be
cause the buses run only to areas 
heavily populated by students and 
return directly to campus, making 
them inconvenient for any non
students.

The SWTSU system consists of 10 
buses at a school of 17,000 students.

Baron said the only complaints 
come from students who do not use 
the service and feel they are paying 
for other people’s service.

At both schools, faculty or anyone 
else may ride the buses by paying $7 
at SWTSU and the ceiling price of 
$23.50 at Texas.

Burnett said such systems are not 
seen in the near future at Texas A&M 
because of University administra
tors’ reluctance.

Having worked for three years in 
the Austin system, Burnett said the 
system encourages students to use 
the buses because they are paying for 
them anyway and the result is less 
demand for parking spaces on 
campus.

He said the routes in College Sta
tion could be easily modified to facili

tate nearly all on-campus student 
traveling within the city, giving 
them more use of the service.

By adding a stop at Culppepper 
Plaza, he said, students could be 
given access to stores and entertain
ment. The cost, Burnett said, under 
such a system would be $10 per stu
dent.

Eugene Oates, chairman of the 
shuttle bus operations committee, 
said, “The shuttle bus committee re
viewed the possibility of having a 
system like the ones at Austin and 
San Marcos, but they decided it was 
not just to make students pay for a 
service they would not use. ”

He said the shuttle bus service at

Texas A&M is subsidized 20 percent 
out of student service fees, and if this 
support is ever lost a new plan might 
have to be sought.

Oates said the policies and sche
dules, with the exception of the new 
prices, of the shuttle bus system will 
remain as they are now for the fall 
semester.

Spring brings snakes out
The warm spring weather that is bringing Texans 

out of their homes into the countryside is also bringing 
snakes out of their winter dens.

When man and snake come together, it usually 
means trouble, said a Texas A&M University wildlife 
specialist.

Each year more than 2,400 people are bitten by 
snakes, both poisonous and nonpoisonous, explained 
Charles Ramsey, but fortunately, the incidence of 
poisonous snakebites is rare.

The death rate from snakebites is even lower — less 
than 1 percent of the snakebite victims — and most 
people will recover quickly without side effects, Ram
sey said.

If bitten by any type of snake, try not to panic, 
advises Ramsey. Bites of harmless snakes do not pro

duce immediate swelling, discoloration, intense burn 
ing or any of the other symptoms normally associate! 
with poisonous snakebites, he said.

Indeed, probably the best advice is to leam to iden
tify the poisonous snakes and leave them alone, said 
the Texas A&M specialist.

“Snakes are rarely aggressive toward humans, 
said. “If you encounter a snake, just walk 
leave it alone,” he said.

“If necessary, an average person can outrun a 
aggressive snake,” he added.

Poisonous snakes in Texas considered to 
ous to humans include species from two families: pit 
vipers such as rattlesnakes, copperheads and cotton 
mouths, and cobra-like snakes including the 
snake.

..-the Wonderful Meat
s

OPEN 24 HOURS!
EXPRESS CHECKOUT 

OPEN UNTIL MIDNIGHT!

_ ___________________ -_____

Pork Spare Ribs
3 to 5 Lbs, Frozen Fresh

Excellent for 
Outdoor 
Cooking”

' Vi

C

Sliced Bacon
Safeway Brand

#1 Quality 1 Lb. 
................. Pkg.

WE GLADLY ACCEPT 
USDA FOOD STAMP COUPONS!

Prices Effective Thursday thru Wednesday, 
May 8th thru 14th, 1980 in (Town Name)

USDA CHOICE BEEF!
. . . The key to delicious meal planning!

There are many excellent reasons to choose fine quality 
beef from Safeway. Every steak and roast cut at Safeway 
from beef is USDA Choice . this is your assurance of fine 
flavor and great eating . close-trimmed, guaranteed to 
please, and selected cuts aged to the peak of eating 
goodness!

Pork Loin Chops
Assorted Family Pack v:

(Pork Loin or Rib Chops 
Thick Cut... Lb. *1.78)

Whole Boneless 
Hams Smok-A-Roma

Fully Cooked, 
Water Added

'(Sliced Hams.Lb.*!.68)

................. Lb.

Chicken-of- 
The-Sea Tuna

Limit 2 Cans 
with a $10.00 
purchase or 
more, less 
Beer, Wine 
and
Tobaccos. . .

SI
6.5 Oz. 

Cans

Crushed Wheat 
Bread

Mrs. Wright's

Manor House 
Fried Chicken

Serving
Suggestion

Tomato Soup
Town House, 10.75 Oz.
Condensed...............................Can

Soup
Town House 
Cream of Mushroom.

10.5 Oz. 
. . . Can

23
29

V/2 Lb.
. . Loaf

D|incMrs- Wright’s 11 oz. Hot Dog Buns 8 c*- QQC 
Dulls or 13 oz. Hamburger Buns ............. Pkg.uT

Pecon Twirls “•M ’ 69‘

Breeze
Cheese Spread

Imitation

Cocoanut Fudge 
Ice Cream
Lucerne

“Flavor of 
the Month”

English Muffins Regular, i Ct.

Waffle Syrup log Cabin 24 0i.Ca an 
SPECIAL!...............Bit. I .HT

Orange Juice
Scotch Buy 6 Oz.
Frozen.......................................Can

Meat Pies .......... 5
Bel-air Pizza £;.« '’,£*1.19

33

2-Lb. 
. Box

Margarine
Scotch Buy
Solids...............................

Canned Biscuits rorcor.9h!s 
Colby Cheese Kiuceme pig!$ 1.99

3 CM

Garden Fresh Fruit and Vegetables

Corn
Florida

Oranges
Navel

!/2 Gal. 
. . Ctn.

Bel-air Dinners
Macaroni & Cheese and 12 0z. 
Chicken & Noodles..............Pkg. “T #

Mellorine “XW
Cream Pies "ZW

ss -j In a hurry and just 
a few items...

AN EXPRESS 
CHECKSTAND

d~~7 IS OPEN
/ 1,1

,tEMs i /MIDNIGHT!
LESS

Apples Potatoes
Golden Delicious 
Washington
Extra Fancy ®Ij| $ 

Lbs. 
For

Russet 
US #1

Beautiful Plants And Flowers!

Croton Norma Come See Our 
Selection of Plants 
and Flowers for 
Mother’s Dai;!

Potting Soil «„! 20b^51 .39 Mums 6'^$3.99

Prices Effective Thursday thru Wednesday, May 8 - 14, 1980 in Bryan-College Station

More Low Prices!
A Red Del'ci°usAppieS Washington, Extra Fancy. ib 49’
Green Onions ^..... 6,.,M
Yellow Onions Mua a, 15’v —^CaliforniaT OmS U.S. No. 1....................................... 3 u» M
Potatoes S s no , 8 Lb-00< 

...............Bag T T
Mushrooms ^“nh.rc.silond: .... p£99’
Prunes PinedHou$e........... ...,'p£99’
Raisins iZe 'VS *1.39

it’s somebody’s 
dinner!'

Safeway has long had a reputation 
for fine meats. We top this with our 
famous trim policy. The excess fat 
is trimmed just right to keep that 
luscious, juicy rib-eye, T-Bone or sir
loin . . . luscious and juicy all the 
way to your table. And it helps the 
price, too, because you don’t pay tor 
something you can’t eat.
At Safeway, it isn't just meat . . . it's 
somebody's dinner.

a little bit more
...from Safeway

- QUANTITY RIGHTS RESIRVID

Everything you want from a store...


