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Sun-bathers on Keathley “beach” 
are getting a taste of a classy side of 
musical entertainment. Along with 
the usual quadraphonic sounds of 
Ronnie Milsap and Styx streaming 
out of nearby dorms, classical bag- 
jipe music flows from behind the 
rackstop of softball field No. 9.

That’s where Mike Bearrow, a 
sophomore mechanical engineering 
student at Texas A&M University, is 
frequently seen (and heard) being 
melodious.

“I’ve always really loved to per­
form,” Bearrow said. T am really a 
big ham. It probably has something 
to do with the bagpipes, because if 
someone appreciates it. I’ll play all 
day long.”

The northside intramural fields 
are trafficked by lots of people — a 
perfect opportunity for Bearrow to 
perform for an audience or, on a 
quieter day, to enjoy his music by 
himself.

During their Parents’ Day picnic, 
Fowler residents had no trouble get-

Scotland? Not quite, but Mike Bearrow, a sophomore mecha­
nical engineering major from Houston, brings the sounds of 
Scotland to Texas A&M University when he plays his bagpipes 
on the field next to Keathley Hall. Bearrow took bagpipe 
lessons from a Scotsman in Houston and now plays lor relaxa­
tion and competition. Photo by Sharon Renfrow

ting Bearrow to do an impromptu 
act.

Bearrow has been playing the 
pipes since he was 11. He began 
when one of his father’s business 
associates, who is from Scotland, de­
cided to start a bagpipe band in 
Houston. Bearrow and three others 
were trained for the band.

Bearrow explained bagpipers do 
not begin learning on the complete 
instrument. They start with a chan­
ter, which is somewhat similar to an 
instrument called a recorder.

He said it takes about six months 
before the piper actually learns a 
tune.

“It was very difficult because it 
was kind of boring at the first, ” Bear­
row said.

“I guess it was actually two and a 
half years before I got my bagpipes,” 
he said. “I sent for them and got 
them from Scotland because that’s 
the only place that they make them.”

Bearrow now plays marches, jigs, 
reels, horn-pipes, waltzes, dirges, 
slow marches and piobiareachd (clas­
sical bagpipe music).

He said he began competing on 
the chanter, but the first couple of 
years were disappointing.

“The first two or three years of 
competition, I didn’t ever win any­
thing,” he said. “I really felt like 
crying after the competitions, some­
times because I really felt that I was 
as good as the winners and maybe 
better.”

But Bearrow never became dis­
couraged enough to quit. After about 
three years, he won his first prize.

“Since then, I’ve never gone to 
competition without winning some­
thing,” he said.

Bagpipers compete under the 
categories chanter, novice, interme­
diate, amateur and open. Bearrow is 
now in the amateur and open cate­
gories.
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He goes to about five or six com­
petitions a year. On May 15, he will 
compete in the Houston Highland 
Games.

“I get on to myself if I’m doing 
anything just mediocre,” he said. 
“Either I like to play my pipes a lot or 
I don’t want to play them. I hate to go 
out and not play well.”

Besides individual competition in 
bagpiping, Bearrow is a member of 
one of the three bagpipe bands in 
Houston. His band, the Houston 
Scottish Pipes and Drums, plays at 
yacht clubs, private parties, benefits 
and other engagements.

Bearrow has been to Canada, Hol­
land, Germany, Sweden and all over 
the United States with the bagpipes. 
His band is the only bagpipe band 
hired for the Texas Renaissance Fes­
tival each year.

“I’ve gone to lots of neat places 
with the bagpipes that I would have 
never been able to go to if I hadn’t 
been playing,” he said.

The band members wear kilts, 
feather bonnets, tartan hose and 
wing-tip shoes with spats.

“It does take a lot of getting used 
to, especially when you’re younger, 
because everyone thinks you’re a 
fruit,” Bearrow said.
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CHOCOLATE 
“MOTHER’S DAY” 

CARDS
Scrumptous white chocolate cards 
with “Mother” written on them come 
in shades of pink, yellow or white.

Made with love 
and care in the 

693-9405 Culpepper Plaza

Se/tendiptf

^BROOKS
tiUMtoi fmke

QconVERSE

Men's & women’s tennis apparel 
T-Shirts & custom-design transfers 
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Re-elect
B. H. Dewey Jr.

"THE PEOPLE'S JUDGE'
Justice of the Peace, Precinct 4, Place 1

(Bryan, Harvey and Steep Hollow)

Graduate Bryan High School, Texas A&M University, 
University of Texas Law School.

Lawyer " Practicing law in Brazos Co. since 1941. 

Veteran " 41 months service in World War II.

Legislator - 1953-1962.
Justice Of The Peace " since 1965.

Your Vote Will Be Appreciated 
Sat., May 3

Paid Pol. Adv. By B. H. Dewey, Jr., Treas.

GIANT 1/3 LB. HOMEMADE BURGER
smvad with a pH* of raal Franch Frias or salad. Ossa K yourself
at our salad bar. Lota of extras too........................................

Mushroom* 25c extra ch* ^ extra
. Bacon 30c extra Jalapenoa Sc extra

s\ BBQ SANDWICH
1/3 lb. of deHcious hickory-smoked BBQ on a bun, served with a 
pile of French Fries ..........................................................................

$

$

The Cow Hop
The Biggest 

Burger Bargains 
in B-CS!

1
/ Ya BBQ CHICKEN
' / 1/2 a giant chicken served with a terrific sauce & pile of French 
l V
^ SIRLOIN STEAK

NACHOS
3/4 lb. plate of homemade chips, raal Cheddar A Monterrey Jack 
cheese A lots of Jalapenoa..............................................................

8 oz. with French Fries and Texas Toast\ (after 2 p.m.)..................... .................................................

A CHEF SALAD
Unbelievable 1 lb. salad plate with 6 delicious ingredients and 
dressing of your choice....................................................................

CHICKEN-FRIED STEAK SANDWICH
/A Our newest item, served on a bun with a pHa of French Fries A 
/ gravy If you like........................................................................—
^ Sodas — Teas (30-450) — Beer (500

Open 10:30-9:00 Everyday
846-1 588 317 UNIVERSITY DR.
W W ■ (NORTHGATE)
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^ STOREWIDE
Boz Scaggs
Middle man

Jojo /You Can Have Me Anytime 
Angel You/Breakdown Dead Ahead 

You Got Some Imagination

IN OUR NEWLY IMPROVED AND| 
ENLARGED MUSIC DEPARTMENT ■

OFF LIST PRICE
ON ALL

LPs and TAPES
CBS RECORDS

RCJI
Records

JEFFERSON STARSHIP 
RAY STEVENS 

RONNIE MILSAP 
WAYLON JENNINGS 

CHARLEY PRIDE 
TRIUMPH 

TOMMY JAMES 
JOHN DENVER 

and many, many more!

Give the gift 
of music.

STOREWIDE SALE
IN PROGRESS MAY 2-3. THIS SALE EXCLUDES CUTOUTS, 

CLASSICAL. & BUDGET LABELS.

ISLEY BROTHERS 
PINK FLOYD 

REO SPEEDWAGON 
HEART

ELVIS COSTELLO 
JOURNEY 

NEIL DIAMOND 
BEACH BOYS 

and many, many more!

open m 9 P.M.
bastings

books & records
CULPEPPER PLAZA V/SA


