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Actors roles, lives unlike

Soap stars discuss show
by SUSAN HOPKINS

Battalion Reporter
Whoever said television stars look better in person than on TV was 

right.
Daytime TV’s “All My Children” stars Ellen Shepherd (Kathleen 

Noone) and Dr. Cliff Warner (Peter Bergman) were no exceptions.
Noone and Bergman looked nothing like the parts they play on “All 

My Children” when they arrived in Bryan Friday night for a press 
conference, and for a program at Manor East Mall Saturday.

Both Noone and Bergman were quick to agree that there are differ
ences between them and the characters they play on the show.

Noone, who plays a middle-aged divorcee (Ellen), with a 20-year-old 
daughter and I-year-old granddaughter, said the conservative role she 
plays on the show and the way she handles relationships with males 
conflicts with her personal views.

Noone, 35, said her character on “All My Children” is much more 
reserved and naive than she is in real life.

“Besides,” she said, “I’m proud to say I’m not old enough to have a 
20-year-old daughter.”

Bergman, the 26-year-old ‘heart-throb’ of the soap, said he wishes he 
had some of the good qualities his character (Cliff) has on the show. He 
said Cliff never swears, and is very conservative and straight-laced.

He said that although “All My Children” is considered one of the 
“straighter” soap operas on TV, it was one of the first to deal with social 
issues such as abortion, down’s syndrome and rape.

Bergman said the actors and actresses are allowed to change their 
dialogue on the show as long as the director knows ahead of time. He 
said the changes are usually minor and deal only with the phrasing of 
lines.

Bergman said the audience can also have a big effect on the plot of 
"All My Children” through letters, which he said are answered person
ally by the actors on the show.

Noone said that between answering fan mail and learning script 
lines, an ll-to-14-hour day of work is not at all uncommon. She said 
they stay at the studio from 7:30 a.m. until 10:30p.m. frequently, since 
five one-hour shows must be put together each week.

Bergman, from Camp Springs, Md., said he got into acting in the 
11th grade, when he had a crush on a girl in the drama department at 
his high school. He said he always thought drama people were weird in 
high school, but changed his mind when he was asked to play Captain 
Hook in a school production of “Peter Pan. ”

After graduation, Bergman said, he went to Prince George’s College 
in Maryland for one year, then went to the American Academy of 
Dramatic Arts in New York for two years. He said he waited on a lot of 
tables before he got a break on a “Kojak” episode, and began “All My 
Children” 11 months ago.

Noone, a native of Laurelton, N.Y., said she studied fine arts at 
Ithaca College and West Virginia University. After graduation, she 
sang full time, but had intentions of becoming an actress.

Noone said she enrolled in Southern Methodist University to do her 
graduate work in acting, but only had $50 to start with. Through a lucky 
break, when a graduate student didn’t accept his scholarship, she said 
she was offered his position and was able to finish school.

Noone said she acted in Houston at the Alley Theatre and did 
repertory work for 13 years before she became Ellen Shepherd on “All 
My Children.”

Saturday, at the mall in Bryan, Bergman and Noone signed auto
graphs to promote the soap, while a special master of ceremonies, 
called the “Trivia King, ” answered questions about “All My Children,” 
and other soap operas.

Although he said he could only guess what would happen on “All My 
Children,” he said the audience could probably expect “Edna Sago” to 
be killed in a plane crash on her way home from the Bahamas. He also 
said Erica Cain had a baby in February, and will return to the show 
after she supposedly “flops in Hollywood.”

He said the actors themselves don’t find out what will happen on the 
show until two weeks before it is taped.

When Bergman was asked if Cliff Warner and his fiancee Nina 
Courtlandt would eventually be married on the show, he said, “I’m not 
sure, but I have a feeling Palmer Courtlandt will get in the way one 
more time,”

He said that is not surprising since, “In soap operas, the worst thing 
that can happen to you is to live happily ever after.”

Alcoa fund 
to support 
engineers

Grants for engineering scholar
ships have been presented to Texas 
A&M University by the Aluminum 
Company of America.

The ALCOA Foundation funds in
clude $2,500 for a fellowship in 
mechanical engineering, $1,000 
each for scholarships in mechanical, 
electrical, industrial and chemical 
engineering, $450 for a Summer In
stitute for Science Teachers and $750 
unrestricted, Foundation Vice Presi
dent Earl L. Gadbery said.

Checks were presented by a group 
from ALCOA’s Rockdale plant led by 
W.D. Essary, engineering manager. 
Essary is a 1947 graduate of Texas 
A&M. With him were Garry Blagg, 
W.B. Howell and Glade Lantz.
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Tickets ON SALE AT J
$5.00 MSC Box Office £

Bank of A&M
$6.50 City National Bank
. _ First Bank & Trust J

I]«iuor«ifrt7 Nat’l Rank ^

BJ
THOMAS

CONCERT

BRYAN CIVIC 
AUDITORIUM

THURSDAY MAY 1
TWO PERFORMANCES 

7 PM and 9 PM
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Scoutmaster motivates kids 
to win speech championships

United Press International
DALLAS — Mike Alexander says 

he doesn’t teach public speaking — 
he motivates. In the past two years, 
Alexander has “motivated” students 
to national public speaking cham
pionships.

Alexander, 32, is known as the

victory, and then entered and won a 
summertime “Super Bowl” for win
ners of major speech contests.

Alexander looked around for a suc
cessor and settled on Kirk Willis, 
another member of the Boy Scout 
troop.

“Mr. Alexander wants you to do
"White Shadow, ” named for the > what you want to do,” young Willis

watch the victory speech. He was 
back at Ervin.

“I’ve got these four kids,” he said. 
“They are great. Any one of them 
might do it. The potential, most peo
ple can’t see it coming out of this 
small school. But it is here; it is really 
everywhere. All they need is a little 
motivation.”

Now you know
United Press International

A tree found in a Tenere Desert 
Oasis — 31 miles from the nearest 
frond — is believed to be the most 
remote in existence; it was removed 
to the Museum of Niamey, Niger, 
after surviving a 1960 accident in 
which a Frenchman rammed it with 
his truck.
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television basketball coach, at tiny 
J.M. Ervin School in southeast Dal
las. The school is 99 percent black. 
Alexander is white.

“I’m the icing in the Oreo,” he 
said.

For the past two years, Alexander 
lias sent the eventual national cham
pion to the Reader’s Digest Associa
tion-Boy Scouts of America national 
public speaking contest.

T’m not a speech teacher,” he 
said. “I have never taught speech. 
But I know how to motivate.”

It started about 10 years ago when 
Ervin was going to begin a Boy Scout 
troop but didn’t have anyone to be 
scoutmaster. Alexander, an Eagle 
Scout in high school, volunteered.

"One kid showed up the first 
meeting, we doubled our attendance 
to two the meeting after that, but, by 
summer, we had 35 kids at our 
camp,” he said. “When we got back 
from a jamboree, one of the Scout 
officials asked if we had someone 
from our troop who could talk about 
fris experiences. I said, ‘Boy, did we. 
Ernest Tutt.”

Alexander reminisced about 
“King” Tutt.

“That kid had the biggest mouth,” 
Alexander said. “He just needed a 

tie motivation.”
“I was always in trou ble at school, ” 

futtsaid. “The teachers were always 
Witing me down for bad conduct be
cause I was always talking. I saw 
Mike Alexander one day at a school 
assembly and he was wearing those 
Boy Scout short pants. I don’t know 
why, but he looked really neat.

"When I went home from school 
that night, I asked my mother if I 
could join the Scouts. For all practic- 
alpurposes, he became my father. It 
was like being shot out of a slingshot.
He gave me goals.”

Tutt entered the public speaking 
contest in 1977 and went as far as the 
regionals. He made only the area 
contest in 1978. He went back in 
1979 — all the way to the national

said. “Once you have started some
thing, he is going to push you to the 
finish. He is sort of like two people: 
when yon are younger he is very 
helpful, but when you turn 15, he 
expects you to change, be aggres
sive.

“He doesn’t tell you what to do 
anymore; he expects you to make 
your own decisions. He will give 
advice. He will give you anything in 
reason, but he lets you know your 
future is up to you. ”

Willis followed Tutt’s route 
through the national finals and won. 
But Alexander was not there to

College Station - Houston

TRUCKING
SERVICE

— LET US TRANSPORT 
YOUR BELONGINGS HOME 

FOR THE SUMMER —
CONVENIENT DOOR TO 

DOOR SERVICE TO 
HOUSTON!

CALL:
LARRY, 693-0225

WEEKDAYS BETWEEN 7 AND 9 P.M.

CERTIFICATES 
LETTER HEADS 
FLYERS 
BROCHURES 
RESUMES

Rapid Service — High 
Quality 

Low Price 
at

KINKO’S
(Volume discount available) 

201 CoUege Main • 846-9508
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Tired of the Campus Confusion?

apartments
Enjoy Quiet Country Living 

In The City

Year-round Shuttlebus

SUMMER STORAGE 
$50-$75 Per Apartment

Pre-leasing for Summer and Fall

Friendliest Staff In Town
502 Southwest Parkway 

College Station 

693-1325

JupfnamBa
Eddie Dominguez 66. 

Joe Arciniega 74

m ..

mi)
If you want the real 
thing, not frozen or 
canned ... We call It 
“Mexican Food 
Supreme.”

Dallas location:
3071 Northwest Hwy 
352-8570

PART TIMER
• two good pay
• Wo*-* near home
• Enjoy fiexitHP hours
APPLY DIRECTLY TO

2610 TEXAS AVE. 
BRYAN,TEXAS

Ar f gur* •'

Ploca
-Hut

It’s magic you know...
and the artists 

at our two 
locations can 

show you 
the spell.

696-6933 693-0607

LOUPOT
GIVES

DEAD 
WEEK

SPECIALS

IN
TRADE 

ON YOUR 
USED BOOKS!

$LOU POT'S H

Northgate — At the corner across 
from the Post Office

MENS
Merona Sportswear

20% OFF
Special Groups of Shoes Vs OFF 

ALL SLACKS 20% OFF 
ALL KNIT SHIRTS 20% OFF (excluding izods)

*
*

*
*
*
*
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OFF

WOMENS
Merona Sportswear 20% OFF 
Special Groups of Shoes 

up to 60% OFF
SUMMER SALE RACK - up to 50% OFF

includes dresses, shirts, pants.
skirts and blazers

ALL STORE ITEMS
Culpepper Plaza Open 'til 8 p.m. Thurs.
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