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Attend me, Jeeves
Brothers use ‘perfect valet’ to operate cleaning business

United Press International
NEW YORK — In one of P.G. 

Wodehouse’s early Jeeves sa­
tires, hero Bertie Wooster re­
marks on the subject of money 
that he is "one who always has 
rolled fairly freely in the right 
stuff. ”

This perfectly describes the 
kind of customers on both sides of 
the wide Atlantic that Jeeves of 
Belgravia caters to — the man 
who is eager to pay $3 to have a 
single shirt laundered or from 
$9.75 to $15 to have a suit 
cleaned, pressed and a few stitch­
es taken here and there, instead 
of the $3.75 the neighborhood 
drycleaning shop would charge.

Jeeves customers cheerfully 
pay $45 to have a favorite pair of 
shoes overhauled and sometimes 
they will pay several thousand 
dollars when they are moving to 
have the Jeeves operatives come 
pick up the entire family war­
drobe, clean and overhaul all the 
garments and deliver them to the 
new address.

Jeeves of Belgravia was found­
ed in London in 1969. The name 
of the fictional perfect valet was 
obtained on license from author 
Wodehouse’s estate.

There’s a Jeeves of Belgravia 
on Madison Avenue (where else?) 
in New York and Sydney Jacob, 
one of the two brothers who

founded the firm, was in town on 
one of his periodic visits.

“My brother, Ronald, runs the 
New York branch so I don’t really 
have to check up on things, I just 
like New York,” he confided and 
added sadly, “but inflation is 
going to force me to cut down on 
my visits.”

The raison d’etre of Jeeves of 
Belgravia is not really snobbish­
ness or trading on literary roman­
ticists, Jacob said. “Our business 
really is based on the practical 
notion that a lot of people in the 
world like to own clothes that are 
finely cut out of beautiful fabrics, 
want to keep them for many 
years, and are willing to pay to

have them carefully maintained. 
It doesn’t make much sense to 
run very expensive garments 
through a high-speed dry clean­
ing machine or a mechanical 
washer, perhaps using too strong 
cleaning fluids and detergents,” 
he said. “Nor does it make sense 
not to repair the smallest tear or 
worn spot in such a garment 
routinely. ”

That’s the kind of service 
Jeeves gives, the kind of service 
the fictional Jeeves gave Bertie 
Wooster, the service Wodehouse 
described in such glowing terms.

The Jacob brothers still are in 
their early thirties. They have 
sold franchising rights in Europe

and the basic London retail shops 
for $2 million to Tricoville, Ltd., a 
British high-fashion house, and 
they are looking for persons to 
operate Jeeves franchises in the 
proper American cities.

The London Jeeves shops have 
attracted many blue chip custom­
ers, one or two of Europe’s ex- 
kings, Princess Margaret (the 
Queen’s sister). Prime Minister 
Maggie Thatcher and actors 
Anthony Quinn and Peter Sel­
lers, for example.

Jacob said not all the customers 
are rich; a surprising number of 
persons of moderate means like 
expensive clothes and are willing 
to pay to have them well cared 
for.
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If you were in one of the flu studies last year or this year (Russian Flu, Swine Flu, or Survey 
Group), we want a follow-up blood sample.
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Keg Contest
... We would also like to thank all those who donated 
blood at the Drive. In addition, we want to make 
a special thanks to Mr. Loupot for donating 
the kegs.
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Refining find
hikes gas yield

United Press International
WASHINGTON — Ashland Oil 

Co., a major refiner which sold off 
much of its oil-producing properties 
before crude price decontrol began, 
now has a sheaf of coveted refining 
patents to prove it made the right 
decision.

The company’s stock jumped 2Y* 
points recently on the strength of an 
annoucement that its engineers have 
devised a “reduced crude conversion 
process” that could make Ashland’s 
refineries the envy of the oil in­
dustry.

The new process dovetails nicely 
with current administration policies 
for scaling down oil imports by dis­
couraging the use of heavy residual 
oil in power plants.

In fact, Ashland officials predict 
reduced crude conversion could cut 
United States oil imports almost in 
half if it becomes widely accepted by 
the domestic refining industry.

The process — a high tempera­
ture, low pressure catalytic conver­
sion technique — is capable of boost­
ing a refinery’s gasoline yield from 
the average barrel of crude oil to 70 
percent, the firm said.

The most modern and efficient re­
fineries run by Ashland’s competi­
tors currently make just 45-50 per­
cent gasoline out of every barrel of 
crude. In Europe, the average gaso­
line yield is much lower.

The rest of the crude passing 
through refineries becomes other 
products like diesel, home heating 
oil, kerosene, petrochemical feed­
stocks and heavy, residual boiler oil.

Although it’s theoretically possi­
ble to turn the whole crude barrel 
into gasoline, refining costs above 
current yield levels can be prohibi­
tive. Yet U.S. gasoline use remains 
high while demand for products like
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United Press International
RICHMOND, Va. — Virginia has 

been invaded by a wave of immig­
rants that thrive in roadside ditches, 
woo their mates with dog imitations 
and show every sign of becoming 
permanent residents. ...il ,j.

Barking tree frogs, a nametag 
attached by admiring scientists, have 
adopted the state as part of their 
habitat during a northward expan­
sion that shows no sign of stopping.

“They weren’t recorded outside of 
northern Florida and south Georgia 
in the early part of the century,” said 
Dr. Charles R. Blem, a Virginia 
Commonwealth University biologist 
who is fascinated by the creatures.

“But now they’ve gotten as far as 
the south bank of the James River 
and will probably eventually cross 
over it. They’re going to reach an 
edge somewhere, but nobody knows 
where that will be.”

As the largest native North Amer­
ican tree frog, the “barking” variety 
reaches snout-vent lengths of 2 in­
ches to 21/a inches and is bright green 
with a light stripe along its side.

“It’s one of the prettiest animals in 
the state,” said Blem. “It’s at least as 
attractive as some of the birds we 
have.”
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