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In their experiments, the diesel 
soot was collected on filters and sub
jected to various chemical and biolo
gical tests. The results so far have 
been contradictory.

Compounds adhering to the sur
face of the particles were extracted 
with an organic solvent, analyzed 
chemically, then evaluated in a 
bacterial test for evidence of a capa
bility of causing genetic changes — 
an indication that a substance might 
be able to cause cancer.

Risby said those compounds were, 
in fact, found to be positive — mean

ing they could be a serious health 
hazard.

But when the raw particulate mat
ter was tested without extraction of 
surface compounds, no such biolo
gical activity was seen.

“This could mean that the active 
compounds, as they normally occur 
on the particles, are not readily freed 
to cause trouble and therefore do not 
represent a serious public health 
hazard,” Risby said at a recent semi
nar on environmental health.

He said the studies at Hopkins and 
Penn State have shown the com
pounds produced by diesel engines 
are the result of the diesel combus
tion process, not the type of fuel

used.
Diesel fuel is thought to contain 

more than 500 compounds, while the 
exhaust of diesels contains more than 
10,000 different compounds.

Risby said the problem with diesel 
emissions is that 95 percent of the 
particles are small enough to be in
haled and deposited deep within the 
lungs, where they remain for long 
periods.

Even if the particles themselves 
are not hazardous, Risby said they 
can pick up other compounds in the 
environment that might be.

“It’s got to be a hazard,” he said. 
“Will it be a significant hazard? We 
don’t know the answer to that.”

United Press International
FORT COLLINS, Colo. — The 

venom of a rattlesnake inflicts dam
age because it contains zinc which 
causes blood vessels to rupture, re
searchers have determined.

Dr. Anthony T. Tu, professor of 
biochemistry at Colorado State Uni
versity, said his team of researchers 
have isolated five poisonous com
pounds in rattlesnake venom which 
contain zinc.

“The major health problems from 
rattlesnake bites are hemorrhaging 
and destruction of muscle tissue 
around the location of a bite,” Tu 
said. “The poison’s ability to trigger 
capillary cell damage and bleeding

was stopped when we removed zinc 
from them.”

Tu said the use of antivenoms in 
the United States reduced the num
ber of deaths from rattlesnake bites 
from about 200 to 20 a year. He said 
his research could improve treat
ments further and reduce the death 
rate even more.

The professor, the author of a book 
on snake venoms, said the venom of 
western rattlesnakes usually does 
not kill adults because the snakes are 
too small to inject enough venom. 
However, rattlesnakes in Texas, 
Florida and other southern states are 
more dangerous because they are

larger and inject more venom.
Tu said a snake’s potential to kill 

depends on how poisonous its venom 
is and how much venom it injects. 
He said large snakes that inject 
neurotoxic venoms tend to be the 
most deadly.

“Some of the most deadly snakes 
— cobras and kraits, for example — 
inject vemon that is neurotoxic, he 
said. “The venom essentially para
lyzes, stopping heartbeat and respir
ation.”

Tu said the Arizona Mojave rattes- 
nake has neurotoxic venom and 
therefore is more dangerous than 
other western rattlers.
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Heatstroke being fought
United Press International

LONDON — The next great pil
grimage to the Moslem holy city of 
Mecca that coincides with the hot 
months comes in 1981. Scientists say 
heat prostration is likely to fell hun
dreds of the estimated 2 million wor
shippers expected there.

Anticipating the 1981 Hajj will 
draw three times as many pilgrims as 
in 1961 — 1 million of them fore
igners — Saudi Arabian authorities 
have taken early action to deal with 
the situation, including sponsoring 
research on the problems and con
trol of heat stroke by two experts at
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The cataract and implant opera
tion usually lasts about an hour and 
can be done under local anesthetic. 
The day after a normal operation, the 
eye is only slightly red and there is 
no indication the person had 
surgery.

Lopez notes that no surgery is 
without risk although only a very

small percentage of patients have se
rious complications from implants

such as bacterial infections and un
controlled hemorrhaging, which can

also occur after cataract extraction 
without implants.

the School of Tropical Medicine.
Professor J. S. Weiner of the En

vironmental Physiology Unit and 
Dr. Mustafa Khogali induced a 
reasonable facsimile of the intense 
heat liable to be experienced in the 
crush around the tomb called the 
Kaaba, Islam’s holiest shrine, by 
having volunteers in plastic clothing 
exercise in a hot room until their 
temperatures reached 103 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

When victims have a such a high 
temperature — and in heat stroke 
107 F. is not uncommon — there 
must be rapid cooling or the chances 
of fatal stroke are as high as 80 per
cent. This drastic cooling was the 
goal Weiner and Khogali have been 
seeking since 1978, according to the 
bulletin of the Medical Research 
Council. 
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ANNOUNCING — NEW HAPPY HOUR 

DOLLAR DAYS — MONDAY THRO FRIDAY 6-7 ALL THE 
BEER, WINE & BAR DRINKS YOCI CAN DRINK —- ONLY 
ONE DOLLAR! 707Compto

College Station

ARBOR SQUARE 
APARTMENT

now Signing Summer St r ,
Year Leases

Summer: 1 Bdrm.

2 Bdrm.

Fall/Spring: 1 Bdrm.
plus elect
Call 693-3701 2 Bdrm.

150°° unf. 
175°° furn. 
210°° unf. 

240°° furn. 
235°° unf. 

275°° furn. 
305°° unf. 

360°° furn.

ZACHAK1AS—| 
GREENHOUSE
club fc game parlor

never a cover charere

POOL
TOURNAMENT

TONIGHT 8 P.M.
1201 Hwy. 30 in the Briarwood Apts., CoHege Station 693-9781

diamond brokers international, inc.
Presents

THE
TEXAS AGGIE 

BASKETBALL BASH!
TONIGHT!

I. to Midnight

nch fries, TnKKSTY 
TUfrriL

301 University 
846-1528

MAKE "THE TURTLE 
YOUR PARTY KEG 
HEAD QUARTERS

8 P.
at the

TEXAS HALL OF FAME
NO COVER CHARGE

Texas Aggies 
1979-1980 

SWC
Basketball
Champs!

SHOW YOUR 
SUPPORT FOR THE 
GREATEST 
BASKETBALL 
TEAM IN 
TEXAS A&M 
HISTORY!

Each keg comes with 
50 pounds of ice 
and 50 cups.

THIS WEEK:
OL MIL 16 gallon.............

COORS 16 gallon........... $34^

COME BY DIAMOND BROKERS INTERNATIONAL BEFORE 
5:00 P.M. TODAY AND REGISTER FOR A

$500 GIFT CERTIFICATE
TO BE GIVEN AWAY TONIGHT... YOU MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN.

diamond brokers international, inc.
209 University Drive 

693-16473-1


