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US pianis t Campus Staff
nist Young,Although many colleges and uni

versities are hiring marketing firms 
to design selling campaigns to attract 
high school students to their cam
puses, Texas A&M University relies 

| on former students to do its talking.
Dr. B.G. Johnson, assistant direc

tor of financial aid, said the pool of 
college applicants has been shrink
ing since WWII, which has caused
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duates of Texas A&M, Loyd 
Taylor, coordinator of school re
lations, said, because “Texas 
A&M is unique in that to have a 
full appreciation of the Universi- 

i:: ty, you need to have gone here. ”

schools to compete for students. 
However, he added, Texas A&M has 
its best sellers in students and former 
students who tell their friends and 
relatives about the University.

University offices active in telling 
high school students about Texas 
A&M are the Office of School Rela
tions through college nights, the In
formation Center in Rudder Tower, 
through campus tours, and the Stu
dent Financial Aid Office, through 
scholarship programs.

Heaton Hall houses the Office of 
[School Relations, soon moving to 
JRudder Center near the Forum. 
1 Staffed by Loyd Taylor, coordinator 
pof school relations, and four Univer

sity representatives, the office coor
dinates visits to high schools and 
junior colleges around the state.

Since Sept. 17, University repre

sentatives have visited 477 of the 
approximately 1,250 high schools in 
Texas, Taylor said.

All four representatives are gradu
ates of Texas A&M, Taylor said, be
cause “Texas A&M is unique in that 
to have a full appreciation of the Uni
versity, you need to have gone 
here.”

Sonia Ellis, Holly Musick, Rick 
Crow and Kyle Crews, representa
tives for Texas A&M, spent a week 
asking questions of members of va
rious University departments so 
they would be able to handle any 
question a prospective student 
might ask.

He said the office tries to zero in 
on students on an individual basis, 
visiting as many as possible in their 
high schools and either answering 
their questions or referring them to 
someone who can.

“We don’t give out propaganda,” 
Taylor said. “We give out factual in
formation. We don’t want to deceive 
anyone, so we don’t answer ques
tions we can’t answer.”

Johnson, in charge of University 
scholarships, said his office encour
ages applicants by sending out 
20,000 scholarship applications each 
year. One is sent to every high school 
student who sends his or her SAT 
score to Texas A&M.

The University has many scholar
ship programs to attract students, 
not only for good scholars, but for 
minority and needy students as well.

Johnson said National Merit Semi
finalists who apply to Texas A&M are 
sent personal letters from President 
Jarvis Miller and Dean of Admissions 
Edwin Cooper, inviting them to visit 
the campus. Once they reach the

campus, however, they are given 
essentially the same treatment as any 
other visiting high school student.

Taylor said all prospective stu
dents and their parents are encour
aged to visit the University. This is 
where the Information Center in 
Rudder Center comes in.

Aria Gammon, Information Cen
ter coordinator, said the Office of 
School Relations refers visiting stu
dents there. Gammon said the cen
ter sets up appointments for pros
pective students with nearly anyone 
they want to see, from a department 
head to an instructor, to answer 
questions personally.

“We don’t give out propaganda. 
We give out factual information. 
We don’t want to deceive any
one, so we don’t answer ques
tions we can’t answer,” Taylor 
said.

“We try to conduct all of the visits 
on a very individual basis, ” Gammon 
said.

For example, if a student needs 
financial aid information, the center

Kennedy boosted 
in NY —Reagan

United Press International
LONGVIEW — Ronald Reagan 

said Tuesday his win in the New York 
rimary was tremendous and his fin

ish in Connecticut was acceptable, 
but reserved most of his thoughts for 
Sen. Edward Kennedy’s defeat of 
President Carter on the Democratic 
side.

Reagan, stumping through Texas 
with former candidate John Connal- 
ly, said he thought Kennedy’s victor
ies would diminish calls for the Mas
sachusetts senator to bow out of the
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wen though we do not prescribe diets, we make\ 
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WORK FOR THE WORLD. 
MAKE THE CHOICE, 
MAKE THE DIFFERENCE.

GAIN INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE 
IN YOUR FIELD, OR HANDS-ON 

EXPERIENCE RIGHT HERE IN THE 
U.S.

PEACE CORPS/VISTA 
REPS HERE:

WEDS-FRI, MARCH 26-28
SENIORS/GRADS: Sign up NOW for inter
views at Career Planning & Placement, 10th 
floor, Rudder Tower

INFO BOOTH: STUDENT CENTER

PEACE CORPS 
VISTA

sets up an appointment with a finan
cial aid officer. If a student is unsure 
whether to major in agriculture or 
engineering, the center sets up

Aria Gammon, information cen
ter director, said the center sets 
up appointments for prospective 
students with nearly anyone 
they want to see, from a depart
ment head to an instructor, to 
answer questions personally.

appointments with advisers from 
both departments.

Appointments are supposed to be 
made two days in advance, Gammon 
said, but several times the office has 
set up appointments at the last mi
nute for students who showed up on 
campus unexpectedly.

A large volume of students passes 
through the Information Center 
each year. For example, last April 
the center helped 220 prospective 
students and gave 167 individual and 
12 group walking tours of the 
campus.

Spring is usually the busiest time 
for the center, when many high

school juniors and even sophomores 
start considering their choices of uni
versities.

Gammon said department heads, 
counselors and many other Universi
ty officials give up much time every 
week to talk to these visiting stu
dents. “If it were not for their will
ingness to take part in the program, 
we (the center) wouldn’t be pos
sible.”

Gammon, Taylor and Johnson all 
said this face-to-face approach with 
prospective students sets Texas 
A&M apart from other schools.

COUPON ^

highest-ranking 
Prisoner of War 

in Vietnam from 1967-1972.

Wed. March 26 
7:30 p.m. 

701 Rudder

Try our Great-Tastin'
CHICKEN FRIED STEAK

$1" special
served with baked potato or french fries. Reg. 
$2.69.

Good Mon.-Thurs. from 
4:30 P.M.-10 P.M.

Offer expires Thurs., April 17
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campaign.
“I think he isn’t going to be the 

nominee, but I certainly think it is 
going to quiet those people who are 
telling Kennedy he should get out of 
the race,” Reagan said.

As for his victory in New York, 
Reagan said it “looks like a tremen
dous win.” He said Connecticut 
“wasn’t something we exactly lusted 
for or thought was in the cards, it 
being George’s territory.”

Bush is a Connecticut native.

SPECIAL BOOT OFFER!

DATE:
TIME:

Your Bootmaker: 
Ernest Castro

Ernies qualifications 
Famous custom 

Bootmaker of 
El Paso, Texas.

Bootmaker by 
Appointment to 
Stars such as... 

Hank Williams, Jr.
Merle Kilgore 

Asleep At The Wheel 
And Others.

March 29 A 30 
9 AM TO 5 FM

PLACE: HOLIDAY INN
ROOM NOS. 105 A 107
(Across From Campus)

Senior Boot: $285 
Western Style: custom quoted

Made To Measure
Full Quality Features
Finest Calf Leather
Completely Lined
Samples on Display of 
Senior Boots And 
Custom Western Styles

1
]

Deposit Required 
MasterCharge/Visa 

Accepted.

For Further 
Information Call 713-467-4849
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