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Overdue book notices sent 
jecause of computer mistake
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Copies of the Texas A&M University Libraries Circulation 
Policies and Procedures are available at the circulation desk of 
the library.

Photo by Brian Blalock.

By JED T. YOUNG
Campus Reporter

So you got an overdue book notice 
from the library' and you don’t have a 
book that’s overdue? Well, you are 
one of the many Texas A&M Univer
sity students and faculty members 
who are victims of computer compli
cations.

During the first few weeks of Janu
ary, the computer used by the circu
lation division of the Sterling C. 
Evans Library was out of service. 
This shutdown was due to a new data 
base being installed at the Data Pro
cessing Center for the circulation di
vision’s use.

Emma Perry, head of the circula
tion division, said the installation 
was supposed to be completed be
fore the end of the Christmas break, 
but it was not finished until after the 
first week of the spring semester.

During this time, since books 
checked out and returned were re
corded by hand, the computer had 
no record of these exchanges. This 
caused complications, Perry said.

The computer listed some re
turned books as overdue since there 
was no record, she said. Conse
quently, many students and faculty 
members received unmerited over
due notices.

Perry said the circulation staff', 
which is mainly in charge of check
out and return of materials, depends 
on the computer system to keep 
track of all book exchanges.

When someone checks out a book, 
the staff member uses the book data 
card to enable the computer to keep 
track of the book.

When the book is returned, the 
data card is presented in another 
read station where the computer re
cords the return.

Each day the computer prints out 
a list of unreturned books, Perry 
said. Seven days after the due date, if 
the book has not been returned, the 
borrower is sent an overdue notice.

In seven more days, if the book 
still hasn’t been returned, it is listed 
on what Perry called the “extremely 
overdue list, which includes the ID 
number of the borrower.

ibrary master plan urged
By JERRY MAZE
Campus Reporter 

The library should form a master 
Ian to govern additions to the lib- 
iry, Dr. J.M. Prescott told the Lib- 
iry Council meeting Wedensday.

T recommend laying a five-year 
ideline for acquistions and de- 
lopment of the library collection, 
be updated each year,” said Pre- 

»tt, vice president for academic 
fairs at Texas A&M.
The council is currently drawing 

a master plan.
^siting the meeting to make re- 
mmendations on acquisitions, 

rescott encouraged the library to 
rchase material that will improve 
quality, not just the quantity of 
existing collection.

The acquistion policy will apply to

the collection in general. No specific 
areas of interest were named.

“I do not think it makes a great 
deal of sense to make collections in 
academic disciplines where we do 
not have offerings,” Prescott said.

Instead of increasing the number 
of subject areas covered in the lib
rary, Prescott suggested strengthen
ing the use of inter-library loans, or 
sharing of material between lib
raries.

The council continued discussing 
ways to protect the collection from 
theft.

Dr. Irene Hoadley, director of lib
raries, said at least 10,000 books are 
declared lost from the library each 
year.

Hoadley said the books are valued 
at around $16 each, for a $160,000

minimum total each year.
The council discussed ways to im

press upon students the seriousness 
of taking articles from the library.

Dr. Ron Darby, council chairman, 
said, “Students do not seem to 
understand that taking a book from 
the library comes under the same 
laws as lifting a drafting set from the 
exchange store.

One method proposed by the 
council to deter theft was to seal off 
the library after closing so no one can 
get in or out, because people have 
been left in the library after hours. 
Other methods are to persistently 
prosecute anyone caught, and in
crease publicity of those prosecuted.

However, the council did not 
agree on a new security policy for the 
library.
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RECORD COLLECTION
Going-Out-of- 
Business Sale!

DONT WAIT —
STORE WILL PROBABLY CLOSE SATURDAY

Pink Floyd
"Wall" ....

•st 4 Fogelberg
i-Ps..................................

New Heart
*2”
$4,99.

g 7.98 
LIST 

TAPES
NOW

444.1
S+LC,

New SC98
Billy Joel........ 5

January..........
New SC98
Elvis Costello 9

CASH PLEASE — 
25C Charge on Checks 

211 University Drive 
846-3901

If his ID number is on this list, a 
borrower’s library privileges are sus
pended and he can not check out any 
more until the one that is overdue is 
returned.

If someone had returned a book 
since the computer has been work
ing, Perry said it would probably be 
recorded, since it only takes a day at 
the most to process a book get it back 
on the shelf.

Perry said she did not know which 
students or how many of them re
ceived unwarranted notices, but 
since their names may be included 
on the extrememly overdue list, they 
should get in touch with the circula
tion division as soon as possible.

Perry said the library will do all it 
can to help remedy the situation.

The only situation in which some
one will be fined is if the overdue 
book is on hold, which means some
one else wants to check it out.

Perry suggests that in the future, 
the borrower should get a receipt, 
dated and initialed, from the circula
tion desk when he returns his books, 
to avoid any complications in case of 
other computer problems.

Almanac Library hours 
during break

Luted Press International
Today is Thursday, March 6, the 66th dav of 1980 with 300 to follow.
The moon is moving toward its last quarter.
The morning stars are Saturn and Mercury.
The evening stars are Venus, Mars and Jupiter.
Those bom on this date are under the sign of Pisces.
British poet Elizabeth Barrett Browning, wife of poet Robert 

Browning, was bom March 6, 1806.
On this date in history':
In 1836, Mexican forces captured The Alamo in San Antonio, Texas, 

killing the last of 187 Americans who had held out for 13 days.
In 1857, the United States Supreme Court handed down its land

mark ruling that Negro slave Dred Scott could not sue for his freedom 
in a federal court.
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Library hours for spring break will 
be:
Friday: 7:30 am.

~ a.m.
1-5

7:30 
Saturday: 9 
Sunday: 
Monday: 8 - 5
Tuesday-Saturday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Sunday: resume regular schedule.

ywr Battalion
maitetptacera Classifieds

Call
845-2611
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THIS COUPON ADMITS ONE IRIRI S 
STUDENT GIRL FREE 1 pRfcl
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Saturday, MARCH 8

GIRLS
FREE

ail
Sunday, MARCH 9

—

TEXAS WORLD OPEN CHILI & BAR-B-Q 
CHAMPIONSHIP

Fun and games, overnight camping 
and country-western band

TEXAN 250 and the 
TEXAS RACE OF CHAMPIONS V

Texas World Speedway
Hwy 6 South College Station, Texas 

713-693-2500

JENSEN SERIES 2 
Serious audio equipment 

for people who are serious about 
the sound in their cars.

The founder of Jensen Sound Labs, Peter Jensen, invented the 
dynamic full range permanent magnet speaker in 1920: and his 

company hasn’t slowed their research efforts since! The new 
Jensen Series Two lineup of car stereo receivers and speakers is 

the finest audio equipment designed exclusively for a car 
environment. And the Series Two is right where you’d expect 

the best sound to be...at Dyer Electronics.

Cassette Car Stereo Receivers
Top-of-the-Line 

AM-FM Cassette 
including 60-watt 

^ Power Amp
, / Home stereo quality

in your dash with 
features like Dolby, 

loudness, extra-sensitive 
FM section; and the 60-watt 
RMS booster hides in your 
trunk. $429

20-watt AM-FM Cassette
Twenty watts in bi-amp mode (36 watts 
bridged) makes the R-420 a top performer. 

Dolby NR and electronic switching like the 
more expensive model. Hear it today!
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Rated at 90 watts RMS. the J- 
1037 coaxials will out-perform 
every 3-way on the market
except one. H09
SVi-in. Coaxials
Standard round size for 
convenient door mounting.

4V2-in. Coaxials
New smaller size for foreign 
cars but the Series 2 sound is 
still the same!

10-watt Model R-410
Same basic features (including 
Dolby) as the more powerful 
models; and same 1-year 
transferable warranty. Perfect for 
most car applications.

Series 2 with Auto-Rev.
The new R-405 has a full 10 watts 
RMS. full automatic reverse as 
well as "Auto Replay”. You get 
Series 2 quality at a lower price!

With equipment this good, 
it pays, to let the 
professional installers 
at Dyer install your 

>v system. All Prices 
quoted before work 
is done.

dyer 
electronics

3601 East 29th 
846-1768

(ISext to Gentleman's Quarter)

dyer


