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Samson to check out new system 
for next year’s SWC officiating

By NATHAN R. HINES
Sports Reporter

The average Southwest Confer
ence fan has never thought too high
ly of referees, and many feel this 
year’s officiating has only served to 
reinforce that opinion.

Several calls by officials have 
helped determine the winner in 
close games — notably in the case of 
the Texas A&M-Arkansas basketball 
game earlier this month.

Now the Southwest Conference is

looking for ways to improve the con
sistency of officiating. Dr. Charles 
Samson is the president of the South
west Conference, and is also Texas 
A&M’s faculty representative. As a 
key figure in conference operations, 
Samson has a hand in regulating offi
ciating.

“We re looking at the ways of ac
quiring the most capable officiating 
possible within the conference, said 
Samson. “One approach that we re 
well along in is working with another

conference. We have finalized a plan 
with the Atlantic Coast Conference 
to establish more or less a central 
assigning agency. Heading this agen
cy would be a joint employee of both 
conferences.’’

Samson said the joint employee 
would handle assigning officials to all 
the games in both conferences. He 
would also be responsible for making 
sure that all officials are rotated 
around the leagues’ member 
schools.

Staubach’s retirement 
would challenge Landry

“I think this would get more peo
ple involved,” said Samson. “It 
would serve to reduce the visibility 
of any one officiating crew at a given 
school as well.”

Samson pointed out that Reggie 
Copeland is a prime example of one 
official becoming too visible at a 
school, in this case, Texas A&M. 
Copeland called the controversial 
foul as time expired that enabled 
Arkansas to beat Texas A&M.

Samson said he hopes the new 
arrangement will be a marked im
provement over what has been the 
status quo.

“We would like to believe that this 
will be sufficiently successful so 
other conferences will want to come 
into this pool. Perhaps in a few years, 
this arrangement can be expanded to 
a nationwide effort.”

Samson said that several other 
conferences have expressed interest 
in the plan. He said it is conceivable 
other conferences could join the 
agency pool within the next year or 
two.

Now, however, most conferences 
are waiting for the Atlantic Coast- 
Southwest Conference experiment 
to prove itself a success. Samson said 
that if the new plan can quiet the 
protests of fans, coaches and players 
alike, while at the same time im
prove the consistency of officials’ 
calls, he’ll consider the arrangement 
successful.

According to Samson, the new 
agency agreement will be ready for 
the next scholastic year. He said the 
most likely starting date will be this 
coming fall and may be used for foot
ball season.
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Tuesday 
Night 
Buffet 
6-8 pm

Noon
Buffet

11 am - 2 pm

ONLY $2$069
All the Pizza, Spaghetti, and Salad 

You Can Eat!
Children 2-7 yrs. $1.19 

Children under 2 yrs. FREE
Buffets at both store locations.

1803 Greenfield Plaza 
846-1784

413 S. Texas Ave. 
846-6164
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United Press International
MILWAUKEE— Dallas Cow

boys coach Tom Landry admits he is 
nearing the end of his long career but 
will continue for the present, partly 
because he may be challenged hy the 
retirement of quarterback Roger 
Staubach.

Landry said Sunday that 
Staubach, who has hinted at retire
ment, will make up his mind in April 
whether to return for 1980.

“If Roger leaves, our offense will 
be different and that will be a big 
challenge,” said the coach with the 
fourth best record in NFL history.

Landry explained that it was “get
ting harder and harder” to handle 
today’s athletes because they have 
agents and gain more national expo
sure through television and other 
media.

“We played mostly for fun in our 
day, mostly because there wasn t any 
money,” laughed Landry. “But I 
have to be realistic. I’m coming to 
the end of a long stay.

“I’ve been there 20 years and I 
don’t know when I’ll say it’s enough. 
It won’t be this year. I’ve had a great 
management with the Cowboys.”

Landry was here to receive an 
award named for one of his contem
poraries and a bitter rival — Vince 
Lombardi, the late coach of the 
Green Bay Packers and Washington 
Redskins. He received the Vincent 
Lombardi Dedication Award at the 
annual dinner of the Wisconsin 

i Chapter of the Professional Football 
Writers of America.

Landry said perennial backup 
quarterback Danny White would 
have the “first shot” at Staubach’s job 
if it becomes vacant.

He said the Cowboys’ defense

needs some strengthening if Dallas is 
to get further in the playoffs than last 
season’s divisional round loss to Los 
Angeles.

One of the holes was left by Tho
mas “Hollywood” Henderson,

whom Landry released because of 
what he called “some differences of 
opinion. ” Landry said he and the for
mer linebacker are “good friends” 
and he is trying to find him a job with 
another NFL team.
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T.J.’s
THE PLACE TO BE

WED., FEB. 27 
7:30 p.m.

COVER; $2.00 
BAR DRINKS: $1.50 
BEER: 500

707 COMPLEX 
COLLEGE STATION 

696-0388

ESTABLISHED IN 1974 
^5

LADIES NITE
All unescorted ladies 

drink FREE from 8 to 10 p.m.
$2 Cover

Happy Hour starts at 4 p.m. 
with 4 FOR 1

1401 FM 2818 — Doux Chene Complex

T.J.’s Proudly Presents:
B. W. STEVENSON 

Tuesday — Feb. 26 — 8 p.m. 
Also Appearing — FINE LINE

Tickets: *6°° — 'S"0 with A&M i.d.
ESTABLISHED

Tickets sold in advance.
•COMING ATTRACTIONS*

Dennis Ivey 
Rusty Weir

Tickets will be sold in advance,
707 Complex — College Station
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MORE OF A GOOD THING.

HAPPY 
HOUR!

4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday

HAPPY 
HOUR. . .
Call any weekday during the dinner 
hours and have a piping hot 2-item 
pizza delivered to your door at a dis
count price!!!

1 00
OFF
any 16" 2-Item 
pizza with this coupon 
PLUS A FREE 
QUART COKE!!!

Springtime 
Is Here

THE GREAT TENNIS
SHOE

Trade In Is Back
Any pair of old beat up tennis shoes is worth

up to $ 1000 Off

new shoes at ATHLETIC ATTIC • 
EVERY SHOE IN THE STORE INCLUDED

Bring in the old. . . 
walk out with the new.

• Limit 1 trade in per shoe purchase.

907 Harvey Rd. 
Woodstone Commerce 

Center 
693-1609


