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Band cuts, distributes own records state
United Press International

NEW YORK — One Sunday after
noon, when Manhattan’s garment 
and loft district was silent, the fourth 
floor Dreamland Studios were full of 
sound — very loud sound.

The occasion was a departure from 
the routine in the cramped booths. 
Mostly, Dreamland cuts “demo” 
tapes for rock and disco performers, 
or would-be performers. This was a 
full-fledged recording session.

U.S. Ape was cutting its own re
cord.

Except in some Greenwich Village 
nightspots, U.S. Ape, is about as un
known as a rock group can get. But 
its members have dreams of fame 
and fortune.

“It happened to the B-52s,” said 
Tom Goodkind, 23. He writes the 
songs, sings lead, plays bass guitar, 
and is “fronting the project.’’

“The B-52s are a band from
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“ALL UTILITIES INCLUDED” 
PRE-LEASING FOR SUMMER AND FALL SEMESTERS

BEGINNING MARCH 1, 1980

Furnished & Unfurnished On Shuttiebus Route
Efficiency, 1, 2, & 3 Two Beautiful Swimming Pools
Bedroom Apartments Tennis Courts (Lighted)
24 Hr. Professional Maintenance Party/Meeting Room with Sundeck 

Service Health Spas, Including Saunas for
Families Welcome Men & Women ^
Pets permitted Three Laundry Rooms

Athens, Ga. They cut their own re
cord. It sold 10,000. They became 
the rage in Greenwich Village — so 
hot they were signed by Warner’s. ”

“Now there are a whole bunch of 
people making records for them
selves,” said Gary Dorfman, rock 
guitarist turned recording studio 
operator. “This is the place where it 
can happen for a lot of the new wave 
bands. The Dots made their own, got 
some radio play on it, sold a fair 
amount of records.

“It’s so hard to get a major record 
label to listen to your band without 
an incredible rep. A lot won’t listen 
to unsolicited tapes.

“But, if you put out a record on 
your own, and it sells, gets played, 
maybe they’ll hear it, give it a 
chance.”

That’s why U.S. Ape cut its first 
record a year ago—“a one-track tape 
we had pressed into a single.” The 
first company they had press the re
cord was raided as a record pirate 
just as the group arrived to pick up 
copies of the record. After convinc
ing authorities they had nothing to 
do with the outfit’s illicit operations, 
Goodkind and friends got another 
firm to press 2,000 copies they then 
sold door to door. Later, a small in
dependent distributor took them on.

“We learned from the experi
ence,” said Goodkind. “This time 
we re much more professional.”

Shauna Laurie, 23, of Boston, who 
also sings, was playing a three 
keyboard organ.

Goodkind, Marty Maniak, 23, of

Buffalo, N.Y., lead guitarist, and 
Paul Richards, 22, Grandville, Ohio, 
drummer, sprawled about the con
trol booth listening, their faces stu
dies in concentration.

Peter Lewis twisted dials at the 
control board — mixing Shauna’s 
playing into the group’s music, play
ing it back. There would be a discus
sion, sometimes heated. Then it 
would be mixed again.

Goodkind looked at his watch. 
Studio rental was $25 an hour. Up
town, the fees range up from $175, 
Dorfman said. But this was still big 
money for Ape, even if Lewis, an 
engineer with a well-known studio 
weekdays, was there as a volunteer 
on his own time.

“This is out of the mainstream of 
pressures and craziness of the expen
sive operations,” Lewis said. “It’s re
laxing for me, trying to help them 
out.”

“The Knack spent $15,000 on their 
latest album, ” said Goodkind. “Then 
it went platinum, sold a million.” 
Compare that, he said, with the 
$400,000 spent to produce the more 
established Supertramp’s latest 
album.

Ape’s effort, “Ignorance is Bliss,” 
is far more modest, even than The 
Knack’s. An extended play record, it 
carries three songs, two on one side, 
one on the other. Production cost 
about $2,000, everything counted. 
Trade and barter covered some 
costs. Recording is on eight tracks 
instead of the 24 or more used by 
established groups.

Basketball/Volleyball Court 
Rental office open Monday through Friday 9-5 

Saturday 10-5 Sunday 2-5
693-1110 1501 Hwy. 30

KINKO’S
That's us. Our Xerox 9400 makes the best 

quality copies in the world. For 4c. Over
night rates just 3%c.

No minimums — Behind Loupot’s

Kinko’s 201 College Main 
846-9508

MISS TEXAS A&M 
UNIVERSITY

SCHOLARSHIP PAGEANT
Friday, Feb. 15 and 

Saturday, Feb. 16 at 7 p.m.
Tickets available at MSC Box Office

Students - $1.75 per night 
Non-students - $3.50 per night

MSC HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE

ELECTRONIC ENGINEERS
SOLID STATE PHYSICISTS
COMPUTER SCIENTISTS

BS/MS/PhD’s
Opportunities exist for degreed Engineers in the areas of:

• DE3SIGN • TEST • PROCESS • PRODUCT •
APPLICATIONS • COMPUTER ENGINEERING

AMI
is a dynamic, high technology Company. We’re the 
#1 custom designer of MOS/LSI and we offer you 
— the new Graduate — a broad area of Engineer
ing opportunities. Work with the leading edge 
technology in N-Channel, P-Channel and CMOS.

CAMPUS-i
In addition to providing unusual opportunities to become actively involved 
in advanced State-of-the-Art technology, AMI offers exceptional salaries 
and benefits and extremely modern work environment and accelerated 
career advancement.

INTERVIEWS
FRIDAY & MONDAY

If Campus Interview is not convenient, please contact Manager 
of College Relations:

FEBRUARY 22 & 25
I__________________________________I
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AMERICAN MICROSYSTEMS. INC.

3800 Homestead Road 
Santa Clara, CA 95051 
(408) 246-0330

We are an equal opportunity employer M/F/H.
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But that’s the new wave trend, let
ting the music speak for itself, said 
Dorfman, who became fascinated 
with the recording process and 
opened this studio with a friend, 
Steve Rosenthal.

“It’s not like the days of Tin Pan 
Alley,” he said. “Then, you could 
walk in with sheet music. In the ’60s, 
you could make a tape on a recorder 
in your house and send it to a record 
company.

“That’s still the musician’s dream. 
But it’s not the reality. The record 
companies, they want a group with a 
live show rep and a record before 
they’ll think about a contract.”

Uptown, at Casablanca, a label 
ranked first in a recent issue of the

trade journal Billboard, Irv Beigel, 
vice president for East Coast opera
tions, reviews demos submitted by 
rock groups.

Regarding talk some labels don’t 
listen to demo tapes, he said, "I im
agine there are some companies that 
don’t, but we do listen. That’s how 
you find new talent.”

Do the likes of U.S. Ape and The 
Dots have a better chance going the 
do-it-yourself production route?

“You know it’s funny. That’s how I 
met Neil Bogart (Casablanca’s presi
dent who makes final decisions on 
the West Coast). Some years ago, we 
were working for different com
panies. There was this group, Ques
tion Mark and the Mysterians. They 
cut a record. Distributed it them

selves in the Michigan area.Or. 
own, they sold 61),000 to"fe 
Bogart bought it out fromuA( . 
After he picked it up, it sold 
of a million.

"You remember it, '96Ten 
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YOUNG TEXANS 
For CONNALLY.

How about you?

Join us at Last National Bank Bar TONIGHtI 
lat 8 p.m. as we watch Connally on nationwide! 
Itelevision.

It’s time once more for fresh | f1 
to flood the flower shops andb I *' 
wear rentals — the Class of Si’ 
on the way.

Scheduled for Feb. 22, theii p 
will be from 8 p.m. to la.m.afl 
second floor of the Memorial 
dent Center.

Crystal Image, a rock bandr A ' 
Austin, will provide the nuisi 
will also play some countryanifr 
ern songs.

Tickets, which cost $8 perff 
are on sale at the Rudder Towfe 
office and in the MSC main ball'

Class president Dan Stedhauij 
he expects “a pretty good tumtc 
the dance, which he says will®'' 
class slightly over $3,000.

“We plan to make a fairpr® 
put into the class treasury,”Steh 
said. He said more than 2001# 
have already been sold.

Battalion Classifieds 

Call 845-2611

Now Better Than Ever. You Will Be Pleased Willi 
These Carefully Prepared and Taste Tempting Foods 

Each Daily Special Only $1.99 Plus Tax. 
“Open Daily”

Dining: 11 A.M. to 1:30 P.M.—4:00 P.M. to7:00PJ

MONDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

Salisbury Steak 
with

Mushroom Gravy 
Whipped Potatoes 

Your Choice of 
One Vegetable 

Roll or Corn Bread and Butter 
Coffee or Tea

TUESDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

Mexican Fiesta 
Dinner

Two Cheese and 
Onion Enchiladas 

w/chili
Mexican Rice 

Patio Style Pinto Beans 
Tostadas 

Coffee or Tea
One Corn Bread and Butter

WEDNESDAY 
EVENING SPECIAL

Chicken Fried Steak 
w/cream Gravy 

Whipped Potatoes and 
Choice of one other 

Vegetable
Roll or Corn Bread and Butt? 

Coffee or Tea

THURSDAY EVENING SPECIAL
Italian Candle Light Spaghetti Dinner 

SERVED WITH SPICED MEAT BALLS AND SAUCE 
Parmesan Cheese - Tossed Green Salad 

Choice of Salad Dressing - Hot Garlic Bread 
Tea or Coffee

FRIDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

BREADED FISH 
FILET w/TARTAR 

SAUCE 
Cole Slaw 

Hush Puppies 
Choice of one 

vegetable
Roll or Corn Bread & Butter 

Tea or Coffee

SATURDAY 
NOON and EVENING 

SPECIAL

Yankee Pot Roast 
(Texas Salad) 

Mashed 
Potato w/

gravy
Roll or Corn Bread & Butter 

Tea or Coffee

‘Quality FirstMi

SUNDAY SPECIAL 
NOON and EVENING

ROAST TURKEY DINNER 
Served with 

Cranberry Sauce 
Cornbread Dressing 

Roll or Corn Bread - Butter- 
CoffeorTea 
Giblet Gravy 

And your choice of any 
One vegetable
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