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United Press International
WASHINGTON — A House sub

committee voted Tuesday to sub- 
na a Chicago television station 

producer who did an undercover ex
pose of the city’s funeral home in
dustry.

The House Commerce oversight 
and investigations subcommittee

said Larry Pont of WLS-TV had 
agreed to be served with the sub
poena at the start of hearings today 
into alleged nationwide consumer 
abuses by undertakers.

The panel, chaired by Rep. Bob 
Eckhardt, D-Texas, called the hear
ing to direct attention on the funeral 
industry as Congress nears a decision

on whether the Federal Trade Com
mission should be allowed to follow 
through with a proposed crackdown 
on undertakers.

The House has voted to scrap the 
FTC project but the Senate has not. 
The final decision will be made next 
week when a conference committee 
meets to work out differences be

tween House and Senate FTC legis
lation.

Eckhardt said the House voted 
“without the benefit of any hearings 
into the problems of the consumer, 
the states or the FTC.” He said the 
hearing would examine both the 
merits of the FTC proposal and the 
extent of funeral industry lobbying

on the matter.
The subcommittee said it sub

poenaed Pont “because his station 
had refused to let him testify volun
tarily.”

The program involved was called 
“The Last Hurrah: Chicago Style.”

The subcommittee also scheduled 
as witnesses a Catholic priest who

alleges he has gotten death threats 
from funeral directors for supporting 
state regulation of the industry; a re
porter for WHAS-TV in Louisville, 
Ky., who did an investigation of fun
eral practices in that city; and a fun
eral director from San Antonio, who 
says he can offer a funeral for $365 
compared to the going rate of $1,400.

The FTC rule in question, the 
subject of intense complaints from
many of the nation’s 45,000 under
takers, would require funeral homes 
to give consumers detailed price dis
closures and forbid them from saying
that embalming is necessary or that a 
casket is required for a cremation.
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pules tightened on farmers’ loans
United Press International

WASHINGTON — A House 
Agriculture subcommittee has 
approved an amendment to tighten 
the rules on farmers who borrow 

Big Bend Nataliun(^er Farmers Home Adminis
tration’s economic emergency loan 
program.

The amendment, sponsored by 
Rep. Edward Madigan, R-Ill., would 
prohibit use of borrowed funds to 
pefmance land or homes unless the 

al estate were purchased at least 
year before a farmer applied for 

ah economic emergency loan.
The amendment addressed an 

issue raised by congressional investi
gators who found that economic 
emergency loans have been used in
directly for farmland purchases, 
iven though the law specifies the 
money cannot be used to buy or lease 
land.

Investigators found cases in which
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farmers bought land with short-term 
notes and then immediately re
ceived economic emergency loans to 
cover their mortgages.

Madigan’s amendment also tight
ened a credit-elsewhere test. Under 
the amendment, a farmer could not 
get an economic emergency loan un
less he had a written rejection with 
an explanation from a credit institu
tion.

Congress is also tightening credit- 
elsewhere tests for other Farmers 
Home programs because of abuses.

Farmers can get economic 
emergency loans under current law 
if they are “unable at the time the 
loan application is filed to obtain suf
ficient credit from normal credit 
sources to finance actual needs at 
reasonable rates and terms.”

Madigan’s amendment would also 
bar a farmer from getting direct loans 
under the program unless the Agri

culture Department determined 
that the farmer could not obtain a 
similar loan backed with a federal 
guarantee.

Initially, the program was ex
pected to include half direct and hall 
guaranteed loans. But as of last fall, 
only 4 percent of loans were guaran
teed and 96 percent were direct.

On Thursday, the subcommittee 
approved, by a 15-0 vote, an exten
sion of the economic emergency loan 
program with several amendments.

The $4 billion program, started in 
August 1978 to supplement existing 
Farmers Home programs and to help 
farmers recover from low prices, is 
due to expire May 15. Its main pur
pose was for refinancing.

Congressmen say the program 
needs to be extended until Sept. 30, 
1981, because of farmers’ economic 
problems caused by the Russian 
grain embargo.

The pending legislation, to be 
taken up soon by the full House Agri
culture Committee, would permit 
lending of another $2 billion. A simi
lar provision was introduced by Sen. 
Herman Talmadge, D-Ga., chair
man of the Senate Agriculture Com
mittee.

Members of the House subcom
mittee said they did not want several 
amendments that change the picture 
of the economic emergency loan 
program to impede actual lending of 
money after May 15.

They agreed the program should 
continue under current rules but 
that the changes must be made by 
Oct. 1.

Rep. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa, said, 
“Let’s face it, the real need is for the 
money.”

In another amendment, the sub
committee approved a subsidy so 
that the interest rates for guaranteed

loans would be as low as rates for 
direct loans. The difference would 
be paid by the taxpayers.

Under the current program, in
terest on direct economic emergen
cy loans is based on cost of money to 
the government. Higher interest on 
guaranteed loans is agreed to by a 
farmer and his banker.

Farmers can borrow no more than 
$400,000 under the program. By a 
6-5 vote, the subcommittee added 
another limitation — farmers can use 
no more than $50,000 out of 
$400,000 for current farm operating 
expenses. The rest would have to go 
for refinancing of debts or major pur
chases like machinery.
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Based on Feb. 1 conditions, the 
department’s Crop Reporting Board 
said January harvest in Florida was 
“generally heavy” and groves were 
in “excellent condition.

The frozen concentrated orange 
juice yield for Florida oranges was up 
to 1.33 gallons per box.

The board said eating quality of 
this season’s California Navel 
oranges is excellent.

The estimate of the nation’s 
grapefruit crop, at 67.6 million 
boxes, was unchanged from last
month but 1 percent above last 
year.

The lemon crop was esumaLv.v 
19.6 million boxes, the same as last 
month and 1 percent above last

T.J.’s
Valentine’s Day 

Dinner
A special dinner — for a very 

special day.
INCLUDES: Two top sirloins 

Baked potato 
Salad Bar 

and a RED ROSE 
for your special someone.

$ 1 fi00X per couple
Reservations Preferred

707 Texas Ave.
696-^388

nAMauMUP
^ 1 °

o
< 1 ffMlMJ >^ vTPy ^

“ALL UTILITIES INCLUDED”
PRE-LEASING FOR SUMMER AND FALL SEMESTERS 

BEGINNING MARCH 1, 1980

Furnished & Unfurnished On Shuttiebus Route
Efficiency, 1, 2, & 3 two Beautiful Swimming Pools
Bedroom Apartments Tennis Courts (Lighted)
24 Hr. Professional Maintenance Party/Meeting Room with Sundeck 

Service Health Spas, Including Saunas for
Families Welcome Men & Women
Pets permitted Three Laundry Rooms

Basketball/Volleyball Court 
Rental office open Monday through Friday 9-5 

Saturday 10-5 Sunday 2-5
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693-1110 1501 Hwy. 30 ,

Let us inform
& entertain 

you for

1/2price
Receive the new 

morning Chronicle for 
half-price for daily 
and Sunday delivery 
all semester and get 
thorough, news 
coverage.

Coverage which 
offers more significant 
and timely information 
than any textbook. 
Information which will 
help you excel in 
classes.

But we give you 
more than news. We 
offer the latest sports 
coverage, fashion, 
money-saving and 
time-saving recipes 
and entertainment. 
Sunday's Zest 
magazine previews 
and reviews plays, 
movies, books, and 
music.

To start your 
subscription today,
call 693-2323 or 
846-0763. January 
14 to May 9 for 
$9.35.
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COOPERATIVE EDUCATION
AN EDUCATIONAL PARTNERSHIP THAT 
BLENDS THEORY AND PRACTICE

CO-OP FAIR THURSDAY 9 A.M. - 3 P.M. FEBRUARY 14 
FRIDAY 9 A.M. - 3 P.M. FEBRUARY 15 CO-OP FAIR

i. 25!

College 
Coordinators

College of Geosciences 
Dept, of Meteorology 

Dr. Ken Brundidge 
O.&M. Building Room 1204 

845-6013

College of Liberal Arts 
Dr. Henry Pope 

Harrington Education 
First Floor 
845-7814

College of Science 
Dr. Omer Jenkins 

Biological Sciences Bldg. 
Room 315 
845-7361

College of Veterinary Medicine 
Biomedical Science 

Dr. A. I. Flowers 
Room 110-D 
VMS Building 

845-5310

The Cooperative Education Program at Texas A&M University is a program of work and 
study which allows students to gain practical work experience and a salary while at the 
same time pursuing their educational goals through their academic studies. 
Cooperative Education through participating colleges offers work opportunities through
out the year in:

Federal, State & Local Government 
Professional Career Development 

in Industry, Research and Business.

CO-OP Coordinators are spreading out to give you information 
about CO-OP JOBS in your College Coordinators will be in the 
following locations for the CO-OP FAIR on THUR., FEB. 14 AND 
FRI., FEB. 15 FROM 9 A.M. - 3 P.M.:

Agriculture
1) First Floor of Ag. Hall and 2) First Floor of Kleberg 

Bld9- Feb. 14 - Ag. Hall, Rm. 300, 3:00 p.m.
Kleberg, Rm. 113, 4:00 p.m.

Feb. 15 - Soil & Crop Sci., Rm. 102, 2:00 p.m. 
Plant Sciences, Rm. 113, 3:00 p.m. 

Architecture and Environmental Design 
Lobby of Langford Architecture Center 

Business Administration 
Second Floor of Francis Hall

Education
Harrington Educ. Center, Room 804 

Engineering
First Floor of Zachry Engr. Center 

Geosciences (Meteorology only)
Oceanography Meteorology Bldg., Room 1204 

Liberal Arts
Harrington Educ. Center, Room 107 

Science
First Floor of Heidenfels 

Biomedical Science 
First Floor of Vet. Med. Admin. Bldg.

University-wide CO-OP Programs: MSC Corridor Area (First Floor)
General Information on all programs available.

College 
Coordinators

College of Agriculture 
Dr. Vernon Schneider 

845-3711
System Bldg., First Floor 

Office of the Dean

College of Architecture 
& Environmental Design 

Mr. Larry Priesmeyer 
Ernest Langford 

Architecture Bldg. Room 103 
845-1143

College of Business 
Administration 

Mr. Wayne Terrell 
Old Engineering Bldg. 

Room 215 
845-4711

College of Education 
Dr. Bryan Cole 

Harrington Education Center 
Room 804 
845-5311

College of Engineering 
Mr. Russ Puckett 
Zachry Room 204 

845-6431

COORDINATORS ARE MAKING SUMMER AND FALL 1980 CO-OP JOBS ASSIGNMENTS NOW
s Available 
Rudder 
Office 

► / couple
CO-OP FAIR THURSDAY 9 A.M. - 3 P.M. FEBRUARY 14 

FRIDAY 9 A.M. - 3 P.M. FEBRUARY 15 CO-OP FAIR
OFFICE OF COOPERATIVE EDUCATION, TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, CONTACT: STEVE YATES, DIRECTOR (845-7725) 10TH FLOOR, RUDDER TOWER, PLACEMENT CENTER


