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P.D.Q. Bach
History's most neglected composer to play tonight

By TODD WOODARD
Campus Reporter

History’s most negelected com
poser, P.D.Q. Bach will bring his 
show, “The Intimate P.D.Q. Bach,’’ 
to Texas A&M University’s Rudder 
Auditorium tonight at 8:15 p.m. The 
concert is sponsored by MSG Opera 
and Performing Arts Society.

P.D.Q. Bach is a pseudonym used 
by musician Peter Schickele, and, as 
one might expect, Schickele’s work 
is not that of the ordinary classical 
composer.

“The Intimate P.D.Q. Bach” will 
feature Schickele and his group in 
what has been called “a hilarious 
spoof of classical music. ”

The biography Schickele has pre
pared for Bach is as outrageous as the 
music he plays.

Schickele says in “The Definitive 
Biography of P.D.Q. Bach,” that 
P.D.Q., the last and oddest of 
Johann Sebastian Bach’s 20-odd chil
dren, was an unfortunate child.

Bach initialed his son P.D.Q. at 
age 6. Until then, he referred to 
P.D.Q. as simply, “Hey, you!”

According to the pseudo
biography, during his life (1807- 
1742)?, P.D.Q. was particularly in
ept, succeeding at nothing. Finally, 
at age 35, he turned to music, a field 
in which he was to extinguish him
self.

He was little-known in his own 
time, gaining recognition in recent 
years only because of Schickele’s 
works. Schickele claims to have disc- 
overed manuscripts detailing 
P.D.Q.’s life and works.

The works were discovered at the 
end of Schickele’s pen. P.D.Q. Bach 
is Schickele’s alter ego on stage.

Schickele has a master’s from the 
Julliard School of Music in New 
York. His work includes not only the 
Bach spoofs, but writing for the St. 
Louis Symphony, “Sesame Street,” 
and Oh! Calcutta.”

Schickele, 45, began satirizing the 
seriousness and sobriety of classical 
music with P.D.Q. Bach in the mid- 
1960s. Reading about Schickele, it is 
difficult to say if and where P.D.Q. 
and Professor Peter Schickele part. 
Together Schickele and P.C.Q. are 
comic.

Robert Boone, director of the 
Singing Cadets, said, “P.D.Q. Bach 
is long-hair music (classical perfor
mers often weaf wig^;) done ala farce. 
It is done tongue-in-cheek, satirizing 
classical music.”

Boone said that he was not pre
pared for his first P.D.Q. Bach con
cert. “I laughed so hard I ended up 
on the floor,” he said.

He didn’t say what the program 
was, bu ght have been “My
Bonnie Lass, She Smelleth” and 
“Serenude for Devious Instru
ments.”

Schickele’s show takes off with 
bargain counter tenor Joh Ferrante, 
Keyboardist David Oei and stage 
manager William Walters. Ferrante, 
Oei and Walters make up the Semi- 
Pro Musica Antiqua, the supporting 
cast for Schickele.

The program tonight will be inti
mate, meaning only Schickele and 
the Semi-Pro will be on stage. When 
a symphony or orchestra accompa
nies the group, the “Intimate” title is 
dropped.

Programs like P.D.Q. Bach, or 
symphonies, operas and dances are 
coordinated at Texas A&M by MSC 
OPAS.

Richard Stevens, senior industrial 
technology major and OPAS chair
man, said, “It’s almost like a cult fol
lowing. Either you know about 
P.D.Q. or you don’t. The real fana
tics seem to have been at college 
age.”

People began buying tickets as 
soon as they were available, Stevens 
said.

But P.D.Q. met opposition at 
Texas A&M, he said. OPAS is a cam
pus and community organization, 
and some people felt that OPAS 
should stay with symphonies and 
operas.

“It’s just that we have a variety of 
people on the program advisory 
board. Some of the community peo
ple don’t see eye-to-eye with the stu
dents. We wanted to lighten up the 
program and P.D.Q. was available.

“You don’t have to understand 
classical to enjoy P.D.Q.,” Stevens 
said.

Singing Cadet Scott Sullivan 
agrees. Sullivan said reading the 
program and listening to the lyrics of 
“Hansel and Gretel” will be funny.

The OPAS program lists Sonata 
“Abassoonata” in F major as the first 
piece. It has movements titled 
“Allegro so-so,” “Andante con 
moped,” and “Allegro assaionara.”

Following Sonata is “Shepherd on 
the Rocks, With a Twist, ” for bargain 
counter tenor and devious instru

ments, and “Goldbrick” variations. 
“Twelve Quite Heavenly Songs,” a 
slide show on P.D.Q. Bach’s life and 
“Hansel and Gretel and Ted and 
Alice” finish the program.

Schickele plays whatever piano is 
available, exclusively.

During the program Boone said 
that listeners can expect anything.

“He will use kazoos, faucets, 
things that will approximate the 
sounds of instruments. “He takes 
cans and bottles and mes them sound 
pretty good,” Boone said.

Sullivan has performed P.D.Q.’s, 
“Throw the Yule Log on Uncle John, 
for the Singing Cadets and has heard 
choruses “O little Town of Hacken
sack” and “By the Leeks of Babylon,” 
which has a refrain, “E-I-E-I-O.”

Ticket prices are about those of a

movie. Stevens said that the best 
seats are $4.30, and more distant 
zone two and three tickets are $3.50 
and $2.90.

Much of Schickele’s work is a re
sult of Spike Jones and the City Slick
ers, a group in the 1930s. “They re

corded Right in the Fiihrer’s Face’ 
and ‘Tiptoe Through the Tulips,’ 
Boone said.

Some of the inspiration must be 
self-generated. Schickele often plays 
a windbreaker, an instrument which 
looks much like a Christmas-paper

tube. Foghorns, washboard 
sinks find a place in P.D,() 
said, “He takes a pipe and 
shower nozzle on it to produtt 
tinctive, mellow tone.

“He’s trying to prove tla: 
hair music can be fun.”
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CHOOSE THE MONEY-SAVERS
SAFEWAY

Open
24 HOURS
EVERYDAY!
Express Checkstand 
Open 'til Midnight!

Grade 'A' Medium
Eggs

Limit Two Dozen With 
A ‘7.50 Purchase or 

More, Less Beer, 
Wine & 

Tobaccos.

Lucerne 
Brand

Each 
Dozen

Lucerne

Party Dips
£ Mrs. Wright's

Hamburger 
Buns

Treat yourself this week to extra savings 
with our own Safeway Brand products, 
the top of our line, equal to or some
times better than comparable national 
brand products. And, generally cost 
you less! Look for the red ($) on the 
label, on such products as Town House, 
Manor House, Bel-Air, Mrs. Wright's, 
White Magic and many more! It's your 
assurance of getting our finest quality!

Manor House

Fried Chicken
Frozen
15 Lb. Box ... *5.45)

Cragmont 
Soft Drinks

Carbonated

$ Mrs. Wright's

Hot Dog Buna
iScotch Buy I J Scotch Buy

Peanut Butter I Grape Jam or
kGrape Jelly

Town House

Tomato
Catsup

Town House, 
Prepared

Mustard

Town House 
Select, Pitted

SELECT PITTED
kipe olives

<s>
f Ripe Olive
CC ■

J!
EVERYDAY LOW PRICES. .. PLUS SPECIALS

Town House

Pork& Beans
NuMade, Quality

Salad Oil

Canned Chili .....,s£;65'
except pudding recipe

Cake Mixes Assorted ....................Pkg.
Mrs. Wright's IS.SOi. 51

Beef Stew I"."........... .M£;$l .09
Vienna Sausage hT.......5£„39'‘
Chunk Tuna Sib'inon...........6sc“'.69<'

Tomato Juice IZ,........ *£*59*
Grape Juice Concord.. .. ...... I4b«:79‘
Orange Drink “x.;.'"£.m..!!E;99*
Green Beans House, Cut

Frosting Mixes Mrs. Wright's 14Oi. 
Creamy.............Pkg ?!

Biscuit Mix s“, hBuy 7!
Corn Meal ImT™..
Brownie Mix
Flour sCh

5 Lb. 
.......... Bog

Mrs. 22.5 0i.
Wright's...................Pkg.

51b.

Mix, Town 
House, Instant ..

Town ^ 16 Oz. $ 1
Pancake Mix 
Toaster Pastries

Buttermilk. ... 

Town 
House.

..Pkg. 
10 Oi.

• • Pkg.

Fresh-Baked Treats Finest Dairy Foods

?!

7i
7!

Texas 
Ruby Red 
Grapefruit

Mrs. Wright's

Crushed Wheat Bread
Lucerne

Colby Midget 
Cheese
Midget Longhorn

Green Onions I'ch Navel Oranges coiif.rni. 3Lb, $l
Radishes ce^. Pkg 6 f.,*l Red Delicious Apples^oiurZge Lb 494

English Muffins ,?k0,‘49,
Honey Buns TcZ"*'.'....... ^ 59'
Pecan Twirls ...... "1:59* Cheese Lucerne American Singles, 24

Pasturized Processed

Or Whole Smoked Chicken,
8 Pieces of Fried Chicken

8 Piece 
?. . Box

These items available at the following stores only: 
College Station; Katy; Lufkin; Pearland; in Port Arthur 
at 1700 Jefferson; in Austin at 9411 N. Lamar A 1500 W. 
35th; in Houston at 7510 BelHort, 16550 El Camino A 
2617 W. Holcombe.

French Bread Tostyl. i49<

An Express Checkstand 
is open 'til Midnight 
for 9 items or less!

Station Quantity Rights Reserved — ® Copyright 1960, Safeway Stores, Inc.

Everything you want from a store

(

Canned Biscuits 
Margarine Oil, Oavtait.................... ftg.5!j

.r£:$2,i j

ZZ


