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‘draws boos
'Per k 
cert in

Predator talk discuss predator control programs. 
The “Predator Control Summit”

United Press International

AUSTIN — Interior Secretary 
Cecil Andrus encountered opposi
tion and a scattering of boos Tuesday 
from a crowd of ranchers, 
environmentalists and government 
agency representatives meeting to

was organized by Agriculture Com
missioner Reagan Brown in an effort 
to ease differences between the vari
ous groups concerning control of 
predators, especiallv coyotes.

Andrus was the keynote speaker 
for the meeting, and told the partici
pants the federal government will 
use tax funds to control predators 
only in areas where there have been 
substantial livestock losses and will 
not attempt what he called a war to 
eradicate the entire species.

Ray Richman, a Bell County

rancher who said he had been put 
out of the sheep and goat business 
because of coyotes, cupped his hands 
to his mouth and booed loudly when 
Andrus finished his remarks.

During a question and answer 
period, Richman asked how his area 
could qualify for federal help in con
trolling predators under Andrus’ 
guidelines for providing assistance 
only where substantial livestock kills 
by predators are reported.

“You talk about kills, they don’t 
kill my sheep and goats because I 
don’t have any sheep and goats. They 
put me out of business,” Richman

said. “Were out of the business, and 
as long as the federal government 
stays in it we re going to stay out of 
business.”

kill only coyotes and not affect other 
species.

He said Bell County had 100,000 
sheep and goats 15 years ago, but 
now has only about 1,000 because of 
predator problems.

He said the long range goal of his 
department is to phase out lethal 
preventative control measures and 
develop new nonlethal controls for 
coyotes.

A&M experts say Texas 
farmers back grain embarg

Andrus defended his decision to 
end research on a controversial com
pound called “10-80,” saying the 
public would never accept the com
pound for use in predator control and 
the government could better use its 
funds to develop a poison that would

“I know the genuine emotions that 
have been displayed over the preda
tor issue in the past, and they are not 
going to fade away,” Andrus said. 
“But it’s not going to do any of us any 
good to continue to sharpshoot at one 
another. ”

United Press International

Based on a 1976 study of Texas 
farmers and ranchers, two Texas 
A&M University farm policy experts 
predict most state farmers will sup
port the Garter administration’s 
wheat and com embargo to Russia, 
although the move could affect Car
ter’s chances for re-election.
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If you haven’t sent for your January 
National Consumer Buying Alert 
yet you’re missing a good feature on 
the selection and use of dry beans. 
Plus, the January issue is packed 
with other super buying tips, and 
special sections on health and 
housing.

To send for your free copy of the 
January National Consumer Buying 
Alert, complete the label below and 
mail to:
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Doctors Ronald Knutson, an i 
ricultural economist, and Men 
Yetley, a professor of rural socioloj 
conducted the study after the gn 
embargoes imposed by the Nix 
and Ford administrations in 1973-'i 

The study revealed most Te> 
farmers and ranchers polled — 
percent — considered national sec 
rity a legitimate reason for imposi 
food embargoes.

Seventy-seven percent of tho 
surveyed agreed the U.S. govei 
ment should use food as a diploma 
tool if other countries use their ) 
sources — like oil — in the sat 
way, Yetley said.

Both researchers stressed the si 
vey reflected the attitudes of st; 
farmers as well as ranchers, not s 
ely grain producers.

White opinio 
again negate: 
Clements vet

AUSTIN — The Department 
Human Resources has the authori 
to spend up to $117 million in earn< 
federal hinds for construction of 
new office building without the co 
sent of any other state or feder

Attorney General Mark Whiti
Attorney General Maiagency,

White said Tuesday.
White’s legal opinion marked tl 

second time he has upheld tl 
DHR’s authority to construct tl 
new building, despite objectioi 
from Gov. Bill Clements, who trie 
unsuccessfully to veto the agency 
authority to build the proposed $- 
million project.

After his veto was ruled invalit 
Clements submitted a list of 31 que 
tions to the attorney general que 
tinning the agency’s authority I 
spend the money.

White, in an eight-page opinioi 
upheld the DHR on each of tl 
points raised by the governor.

The attorney general said th 
agency has about $178 million i 
earned federal funds available, an 
only $60.5 million of that amount 
earmarked for specific purpose: 
Any of the remaining balance may fc 
used for the construction project.

25 new Texa 
wells flowing

United Press International

HOUSTON —- Mitchell Energ 
Tuesday announced completion t 
18 gas and seven oil-producing well 
in Wise, Jack, Parker, Hood and Cal 
lahan counties in North Texas.

The company said gas flowed a 
rates up to 4.5 million cubic feet pe 
well per day. The oil wells tested a 
rates of from 29 to 78 barrels per day 
Combined tested oil productioi 
from all wells amounted to 438 bar 
rels per day.

PRE-VET
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Drive

Jan. 14-18-MSC
Meeting
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PILOT
GROUND
SCHOOL
OPEN TO ALL 
INTERESTED 

PILOTS
FIRST MEETING 

THURSDAY NIGHT
17JAN. —5:30 
RUDDER 402
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