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United Press International
As Christians prepare to mark the 
mual Week of Prayer for Christian 
nity, efforts to heal the divisions 
tat have separated Christians for 
nturies face an uncertain future. 
Events in the past year have given 
e to both hope and hesitation 
long ecumenists as they seek to 
ake concrete the unity of the 
lurch for which nearly all Christ­
as profess to pray and seek.
This year’s observance, which be- 

Friday, Jan. 18, is centered on 
theme “Your Kingdom Come,” 

ilected jointly by the Roman Catho-
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United Press International
ATLANTA — There may be as 
my as 80 million dogs in the Lin­
ed States, half of them family pets,

1 therein lies a potential health 
iblem says a parasitic disease ex­
it at the National Center for Dis- 
ise Control.
The problem is described in one 

urd — toxocariasis — according to 
Peter Schantz of the parasitic 

lases division of the CDC. 
Toxocariasis is caused by the com- 

roundworm of dogs. It readily 
fects people who ingest the infec- 
eeg^s. The eggs hatch in the small 

itestine and spread to the liver, 
rom there they enter the blood 
earn and are transported to other 
rts of the body.

^“This early phase of migration is 
^ flen accompanied by abdominal 

ain, diarrhea and vomiting,” said 
diantz.

[The larvae sometimes infect the 
|'c, brain and the heart muscle and 
] severe cases can cause blindness 

I death. In people, the disease 
ikes two forms, visceral larvae mig- 
as and ocular larvae rnigrans.

| Physicians once raised the ques- 
nofwhether roundworm infection 
sasignificant cause of neurologic 

|in children, such as epilepsy, 
ntz said that although this has 

tbecn proved, “it is apparent that 
[.caniscan and does enter the cen- 
ilhervous system of some children 
lowing ingestion of infective eggs, 

1 that the consequences can be 
BUS.”

lie Graymoor Ecumenical Institute 
and the Commission on Faith and 
Order of the National Council of 
Churches.

“To pray for the coming of God’s 
kingdom is to pray for Christian uni­
ty,” said Dr. Robet Huston, ecume­
nical staff officer for the United 
Methodist Church.

“When all persons live in love with 
one another and regard God’s will as 
supreme, could Christians still be 
separated by attitudes, behavior and 
self-serving structural barriers?” 
Huston asked.

Begun in 1908 by Father Paul 
Wattson, founder of the Atonement 
Friars and the Graymoor Institute, 
the week of prayer is widely marked 
around the world and has in the past 
been used as a time to announce sig­
nificant ecumenical events.

This year, hopes generated by the 
prayers for unity will be focused on 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and the specially 
reconvened plenary session of the

Consultation on Church Union Jan. 
22-24.

COCU is a 20-year-old effort by 10 
Protestant denominations to achieve 
organic union.

At the Cincinnati meeting, the de­
legates will be asked to approve a 
document describing the roles and 
functions of the ordained clergy in 
the proposed new church body — a 
major obstacle in past unity discus­
sions.

If the document is approved — as 
expected — it will be sent to the 
10-member communions for their 
consideration and approval and 
could well end one of the major log­
jams in Protestant unity efforts.

At the same time, however, both 
Roman Catholic and Protestant ecu­
menists are casting a wary eye at 
Rome and the recent actions of the 
Vatican in cracking down on theolo­
gical dissent within Catholicism.

In particular, the Vatican’s action 
in stripping the Rev. Hans Kung of 
his official status as a Roman Catholic

theologian has ecumenists con­
cerned.

Kung was stripped of his official 
status for views on papal infallibility 
— a key issue that is at the heart of 
ecumenical discussions between Ro­
man Catholics and both Protestant 
and Orthodox communions.

The Kung action raises the ques­
tion of just how committed to ecume­
nical endeavors the Vatican will be 
under Pope John Paul II.

But the Rev. Charles LaFontaine, 
co-director of the Graymoor Ecume­
nical Institute, says he believes the 
Roman Catholic church in the Un­
ited States “will remain firmly com­
mitted to ecumenism and the 
ecumenical movement.”

LaFontaine says that ecumenism 
is indeed a papal priority and “not 
just one more policy out of many.”

“How the pope understands ecu­
menism and its practice is a different 
matter, of course, but that Roman 
Catholics must be involved ecume­
nically at every level of the church is 
absolutely clear,” he said.

December 

jobless up
United Press International

WASHINGTON — The nation’s 
unemployment rate rose slightly in 
December to 5.9 percent of the 
American workforce to finish 1979 at 
exactly the same level as a year ear­
lier, the Labor Department reported 
Friday.

The new jobless statistics sup­
ported administration forecasts that 
the economy showed unexpected 
strength during 1979’s final quarter,

Would this face give you roundworms? Battalion photo by Lee Roy Leschper

Schantz says toxocariasis is gener- 
a benign, self-limiting disease, 

[obsiding within weeks if rc- 
tion is prevented.

Of continuing concern, however, 
fenafterall other systemic manifes­
ts have subsided, is the possibil- 
oflarval invasion of the eye with 

Sequent visual impairment. ” 
Schantz said texopariasis in man is 

new disease, simply one about 
Rich the public and the medical 

fession are becoming more 
c.

This new awareness of an infection 
spread to humans through contact 
with infective eggs of the parasitic 
nematode in dog feces has led to pas­
sage of dog wastes “scoop” laws in a 
number of major cities, including 
New York.

Schantz, who has written exten­
sively in professional publications 
about the dangers of texocariasis, 
said it is not too surprising that the 
disease may be highly prevalent in 
humans “when we consider how 
commonly dogs and human beings 
share the same environment.

“There may be more than 41 mil­
lion dogs distributed in from one- 
third to one-half of all American 
household,” he said.

“Estimates which include unown­
ed as well as owned dogs, reach 60- 
80 million.”
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French’s Schools
Quality Pre-School 

and First Grade
Serving Bryan-College Station 

INFANTS THRU 1ST GRADE 
AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE

4 LOCATIONS 
TO SERVE YOU

Including: Ballet
Summer Camp 
Music Program 
and much, much more

College Station

Wee
Aggieland
693-9900

Care-A-Lot
846-1987

Bryan

Royal Kiddo
Tot Campus

846-4503 846-1037
ENROLL NOW FOR SPRING

delaying the onset of the anticipated 
recession until this year.

The December unemployment 
rate was a notch above November’s 
5.8 percent, the Labor Department 
said. The percentage of jobless 
Americans has moved in the narrow 
band of 5.7 percent to 5.9 percent for 
the past 17 months.

Total employment moved up by 
300,000 persons last month to 97.9 
million. The total U.S. civilian work­
force was 104 million.

The ratio of persons holding jobs 
to the total U.S. population returned 
to its record high of 59.4 percent, 
first reached last July, the Labor De­
partment said.
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Over the past 12 months, 2.1 mil­
lion persons found work, with in­
creases for both whites and blacks 
about proportionate to their share of 
the population.

During much of last year, the 
White House was braced for a signifi­
cant increase in unemployment. 
Last July government forecasters 
said the jobless rate would hit 6.6 
percent by December — a projec­
tion that fell foil short of the mark.

Labor Secretary Ray Marshall told 
reporter's earlier this week that he 
now expects unemployment to in­
crease to more than 6.5 percent by 
this summer.

MSC OPAS proudly presents
Royal Winnipeg Ballet

performing NAPOLI, DON QUIXOTE,
WOMEN AND RODEO

January 17/8:15 p.m.

Rudder Auditorium/TAMU
Tickets available at MSC Box Office or 

Telephone VISA/MASTERCHARGE orders & pickup at the door

845-2916

Learning to fly offers a great opportunity to achieve a 
luable and useful skill and have the time of your life doing 

vacation time is the perfect time to start. For only 
, you can take a Discovery Flight. In the pilots seat, 

you'll actually take over the controls and fly an airplane 
under the guidance of a professional Cessna Pilot Center 
Flight Instructor.

And ask the folks at Brazos Aviation about receiving college credit for 
[FT fcletionofth r course.

NOW’S THE TIME TO DO IT.

BRAZOS AVIATION
Easterwood Airport ' 

696-8767

1979-80 Campus Directory
is IN

Pickup in Room 216 Reed McDonald Building

Students MUST have fee slips


