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A.A. Wilbanks cuts the hair of a Texas A&M University phy

sical plant employee. He started cutting hair during WWI and 

kept it up for 49 years. Battalion photo by Doug Graham

By VENITA McCELLON
Battalion Reporter

An Aggie cadet walks in the door 
to see seven other cadets waiting 
with legs crossed while skimming 
through copies of National Geog
raphic. They sit in a row under a sign 
that says “Haircuts — $3.50.”

“You’ve got a long wait, kid,” one 
cadet quips to the newcomer. The 
man in demand smiles and says, 
“Well, you can say you’re in good 
company. ”

The man is A. A. Wilbanks, and on 
the Thursday before an Aggie foot
ball game and military review he is 
very much the man in demand.

The line of patient Aggies is a 
familiar sight for Wilbanks, who has 
been cutting cadets’ hair for 49 
years.

The North Gate Barber Shop on 
College Main shows the many years 
of Aggie influence. A picture of the 
1977 Bonfire hangs on the wall with 
an outdated calendar which says, “A 
great place to live, learn and grow: 
AGGIE COUNTRY.” The barber 
shop has changed little, ov6r the 
years — its green enamel barber 
chairs would rarely be seen in styling 
shops today.

The 84-year-old Wilbanks, with 
clippers in hand, would be another 
rare sight.

Wilbanks, who says he has more 
hair filtering down his front' than he 
does on the top of his white head, 
adjusts the bow tie that completes 
his almost uniform-like white shirt 
and dark pants. He wields his scis
sors like the professional that he is, 
and uses hot lather from a mug as he 
discusses Aggie football with his cus
tomers. It all comes easy after 56 
years of experience.

A native of Palestine, Texas, Wil
banks first learned to cut hair as a 
soldier in World War I. While a sol
dier, he also earned the Purple 
Heart, a military decoration 
awarded a soldier wounded in ac
tion.

Wilbanks was wounded with the 
same shell that caused another sol

dier to lose his leg. “I should have 
zigged when I zagged,” he said with 
a smile. “I won’t forget it if I live to 
be 100.”

His Purple Heart is displayed in a 
corner of the barber shop in a glass 
case built by a junior cadet from the 
Texas Aggie Band.

Wilbanks left the army after the 
war ended and went to barber school 
in Fort Worth 55 years ago. He came 
to College Station in 1930, and has 
been in the same building on Col
lege Main for 42 years.

Wilbanks remembers the Texas 
Agricultural and Mechanical College 
of that time.

“Everybody looked just alike. 
There sure weren’t any ponytails on 
campus,” he said, “Back when the 
service men were here it didn’t take 
you but about five minutes to peel it 
off.” Wilbanks said he used to have 
between 40 and 50 customers a day.

Some of them still frequent the 
shop . Wilbanks talks of one man who 
he cut for the first time in 1931. The 
man still comes in.

Wilbanks has also seen changes in 
A&M, but said he thinks they have 
been for the best.

“There’s a lot of good-looking girls 
here that weren’t here then,” he 
said. Wilbanks also said that the 
women seemed to brighten the 
campus.

Wilbanks takes a dim view of re
tirement.

“I’m too old to chase girls,” he said 
with a smile. “I’ve got to do some
thing. I don’t need much rest. That’s 
what runs me crazy.” Then, with a 
wink, he added, “I’m going to retire 
when I’m 90.”

Aggies move out of the waiting 
line and into the barber chair, and 
each gets a haircut to go along with 
Wilbanks’ conversation and humor.

“You won’t need your curling iron 
this week,” Wilbanks says to one 
cadet after a flat-top haircut. “You 
won’t need your blow dryer either. 
Just stick your head out the window 
about two minutes and it will be 
dry.”
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BE SURE AND MAKE YOUR GRADUA
TION DAY, CHRISTMAS PARTY AND 
NEW YEARS EVE RESERVATIONS 
EARLY.
Open

Harvey Rd. 693-1991
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THESE BOOKS!!!
Loupot is buying all your used books right now, but some books we really NEED so we’ll buy them at 
a PREMIUM PRICE!! (over & above our reg. 20% in trade)

WE RE PAYING A PREMIUM PRICE FOR THESE TEXTBOOKS:

ACCT 327 
AERO 320 
BIOL 201

BAN A 217 
SANA 303 
BANA 364

CE 348 
BC 253 
BC 327

MATH 308 
CHEM EN 204 

CE 201

MGMT 383 
MGMT 212 
MGMT 211

ECON 203-204 
ECON 322 
ECON 311

FIN 341 
EE 201 
FIN 440

ME 210-211 
ME 344 
MY 207

PHY 219 
PHY 350 
PHY 306

(Mention this ad when you bring in your books)
j ! ' Trade your used books for the books you’ll need this fall, beat the book rush and if you need a different book later we’l 
* • give you a full refund the first 2 weeks of the semester!!!!

) . LOUPOT’S BOOKSTORE
J WE WANT ALL ENGINEERING AND BUSINESS TEXT BOOKS

Northgate - Across 
from the Post Office

Strip mining 
causes water 
pollution

Reclaiming strip-mined land is not 
a problem, says a Texas A&M Uni
versity urban and regional planning 
specialist. Water pollution that 
accompanies the strip-mining effort 
is the actual difficulty, he said.

“We are not experiencing great 
problems with refurbishing the 
strip-mined land, because that has 
already been done successfully over 
and over again,” said Wolfgang G. 
Roeseler, head of the Department of 
Regional Planning.

“The water pollution that goes 
hand-in-hand with the mining is dif
ficult to detect, and that is creating 
the serious problems.”

Particularly in Texas, vast quanti
ties of lignite, a type of coal, lie just 
below the surface. Other chemicals 
in the earth are exposed by the min
ing and begin to react with the ele
ments. A good rain may cause che
micals in the earth to combine with 
the water, creating arsenic, which 
runs off and eventually can find its 
way into a city’s water supply.

LA LOMITA
RESTAURANT

WHAT’S BETTER WITH HOMEMADE MEXICAN FOOD 
THAN GOOD ($.40) BEER!

MEXICAN FOOD.
CHIPS, QUESO, NACHOS, PICANTE, TACOS AL 
CARBON, CARNE ASADAS, ENCHALADA’S, 
TAMALES, AND MORE.

BAR-B-Q.
BEEF, HAM, LINKS, RIBS, AND MORE. DINNER 
PLATES, SANDWICHES AND BY THE POUND.

400 BEER 
UNTIL DEC. 21

DRAFT BEER ON SALE FOR $.40 
PER MUG EVERY EVENING 
WITH PURCHASE OF A MEAL.

HOURS:

TUE.-SAT. 11-9:00 
MON. 11-3:00

ONE MILE WEST 
OF BYPASS ON 

EM 60 (UNIVERSITY) 
PHONE 846-4121 

(FORMERLY GABE & 
WALKERS)
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Holiday
Greetings

Here's hoping your Christmas 
season is decorated with love 
and brotherhood . . . peace & 
many happy moments. Have a 
merry!

f
J

Open 9:30-10:00 Mon.-Fri. 
Saturday 9:00-10:00

THE S/)\/1IMG PLACE

Colorful Savings 
on Painters Pants

$797
Our Reg. 99

Painters Pants 
by Dee C
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