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By FLOYD WILTZ
Battalion Reporter

Since 1961, elementary school 
teachers have known where to go to 
get rabbits, insects or even snakes to 
show school children — the Brazos 
Valley Museum.

Now in its eighteenth year, the 
museum still provides animals and 
demonstrations to local elementary 
schools, but it is also moving to in
volve adults in its programming.

Director Heidi Wittenborn said 
the musuem has operated for the 
past 18 years entirely on funds from

private sources.
“We are supported entirely by 

membership dues, grants from pri
vate charities and foundations,” she 
said.

Last year the total budget for the 
museum was about $18,000, Wit
tenborn says, and expenses for this 
year are expected be around 
$20,000. Wittenborn is the only 
paid employee. Her five-man staff is 
manned by volunteers.

Most of the volunteers are Texas 
A&M University students enrolled 
in Wildlife and Fisheries Science

courses, Wittenborn said.
Wittenborn says she is pleased 

with what the museum is doing.
“We try to augment whatever the 

teacher happens to be doing at the 
school,” she said. “We provide a 
service they aren’t familiar with and 
try to give some expertise in that 
area.”

In the past the museum has given 
demonstrations and lectures on 
birds, reptiles, insects and plants.

“Th e school would call the 
museum and say ‘We need a snake,’ 
and we would grab a snake and go to

the school, Wittenborn said.
Wittenborn estimates she and her 

staff give demonstrations to 700 to 
800 school children a month. Last 
spring they gave demonstrations 
to 7,050 children.

The museum also has started a se
ries of six-week workshops for chil
dren on Saturday mornings dealing 
with different aspects of natural sci
ence. There is also a loan program 
for school teachers which allows 
them to borrow materials from the 
museum for use in their classes.

Wittenborn says she would! 
have more sources of monev.

“We receive no federal, 
county or city funding," she sail
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industry keep unemployment lo\
By EILEEN WALL

Battalion Reporter
New industry and Texas A&M 

University are helping Bryan and 
College Station keep unemploy
ment rates down, according to area 
employment services.

A Texas Employment Commision

publication said that while the civi
lian labor force increased 3 percent 
from August 1978 to August 1979, 
the unemployment rate rose 0.1 of a 
percentage point, to 2.8 percent in 
August 1979.

The 2.8 percent unemployment 
rate for Bryan-College Station is
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about half the national rate of 5.9, 
and is also lower than the state fig
ure of 4.6.

The reason for this low unem
ployment rate in the Bryan-College 
Station area is that there are more 
jobs than there are people to fill 
them said Mike Miller, of Snelling 
and Snelling Employment Service 
in Bryan.

He said the source of these jobs is 
the new industry moving into the

area.
Industry is attracted to Bryan and 

College Station, he said, because 

the people here have money and are 
willing to invest.

He added that larger cities like 
Houston are beginning to have 
problems and industry is backing

out and moving to smaller cities like 
Bryan and College Station.
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Recent fluctuations in the prime 
interest rate, the rate banks charge 
their best customers, will send 
shock waves through the Texas 
home mortgage rates, predicts a 
Texas A&M University real estate 
expert.

Dr. Jack Friedman, head of the

Research Division of the Texas Real 
Estate Research Center at Texas 
A&M, said mortgage funds in Texas 
will no doubt become scarce and 
that could cause a slowdown in both 
new home construction and the re
sale of existing homes statewide.
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not exactly a checking account 
and not exactly a savings account

But it does pay bills.
And it does pay interest on 

everyday money until you need it.
The time has come to earn interest on the everyday money you use 
to pay bills. Regular checking accounts don’t pay interest. The 
MoneyStore pays you the maximum interest permitted by law until 
the day you need to pay bills.

And the MoneyStore pays your bills direct — after you authorize 
payment by telephone. No more checks to write, no envelopes to 
address, no stamps to buy. Just call the MoneyStore, tell us who to 
pay and how much and we ll pay your bills.

MoneyStore is new. It’s completely safe, it’s confidential, it saves 
time and it earns interest on everyday funds until you need them.

For information about MoneyStore, 
call or visit:

Savings
College Station Branch: Tfexas Ave. at Southwest Parkway • 696-2800 

Main Office: 2800 Texas Avenue / Bryan, TX 77801 / 779-2800

Monday Night Madness
Sit back and enjoy the evening with a 
hot, delicious pizza delivered right to 
your door in 30 minutes or less!

HOURS: Sun-Thurs 4 p.m. — 2 p.m. 
Fri & Sat 4 p.m. — 2 a.m. Daily 11-2 p.m.

Offer Good Mondays Only —
Please No Other Coupons With This Offer

Monday Night Madness Special
Any 16” Pepperoni or Mushroom Pizza with 4 Free drinks.
A $7.45 value for $6.00 Name ______________Phone_____
Fast. . . Hot. . . Free Delivery!


