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nSupernatural alive, well in B-CS
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4, 1979
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By CLAY B. COCKRILL
Special to The Battalion

Belief in the supernatural is alive 
over the world, including Bryan 

id College Station. Clairvoyants, 
trologists, folk doctors and water 

55 appea vjners can all be found locally, 
ick one ros The following narrative captures 

closely as possible the dialogue 
tween a man and a clairvoyant 
at transpired in Bryan. Sources 
main unidentified for reason of
ivacy.
The young man climbed the 
rch of the large, old house and 
ocked a few times at the door. A 
mrt, dark-complected woman of 
out 50 years appeared.
“I, uh, guess I came to seek your 
rvices,” he said.
The woman unlatched the door 
id let him in. He found himself 
anding in a high foyer with two 
lairs against the back wall and
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aor leading into a living area. In- 
Ide, the house seemed stately. The 

oman turned to him and spoke 
:ry routinely:

I tell you your past, present and 
ture by looking into your eyes, 
ur face, and your body. I will an- 
er three questions. Consultation 

I $40.”
I There was a long pause and then

ix months.

i inflation 
Dr the last 
in lawyer 
gotten tei

you have a 
•'nrfteaper rate, maybe, like for less Pent at lefJions?”

The woman smiled warmly. “You 
em to be a little short today. I tell 

rou what, I let you have the three 
lestions for $25, how’s that?”

/ITIC There was another long pause.
much do you have,” the 

i woman asked.
Ct/i I "Well I wasn’t thinking of spend- 

|jng more than $10.”
“Okay. What do you want to
lOW?”
“Well I, uh, have this problem 

[ith women. None of the relation- 
ips ever seem to last. I’d like to 

know if one ever will.”
I “Your problem is you are too 

percentnk emotjonal. That has been the prob- 
s. Therein jn ajj y0ur pasj relationships:

last year Lur enlotions and your temper got 
' ratej’“r .put of hand. You have to learn to 
plus the k Ijufj-o] y0ur emotions. You are not 
road decidt jvjng jn (}ie caveman days; you can’t 
r of reti ju]] y0ur way through everything 
to pacd 115a Lj, gel whal you -waul. You

have to learn to control your 
hat mafesi |emper.”
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a IFrankliii»W^e man was awe<^- ^ever be- 
ador. fore had anyone spoken so 
ris builtti truthfully to him and with such 
1, a school 1 knowledge and authority. He 
civic orgaii teas confused. How could she 

an Amp kmw these things about him? 
Anonym® fje been skeptical of fortune 
'e °’ tellers before, but now he was
" S i / beginning to wonder.
porate 01* 0 0 __________________ ____
pend ski ufftority. He was confused. How 
gh to surai s4 know these things about 

shim? He had been skeptical of for
tune tellers before, but now he was 

ginning to wonder.
The woman sensed his awe. “I 
ow you are confused. It is a gift 

1 me by God. Everyone has a 
You have yours.”

“How long have you had it?”
“I have known about it since I was 

about 15 years old. What else do 
you want to know?”

“I will soon graduate from col
lege. My father runs a business and 
he wants me to come work with 
him.”

“No, it will never work. Your 
father is too much like you are. You 
don’t like to be told what to do. You 
both would rather give orders than 
to receive them.”

“But what if he retires?”
“Oh, well that would be all right. 

As long as you are your own boss.”
Still the man was awed. The 

words she used seemed to charac
terize him perfectly. How could she 
do it? How could she know?

“There is a woman I met who 
lives in another state. When I 
graduate, she wants me to come see 
her. Should I?”

“Go. Give it a chance. Give some 
one a chance to be close to you. And 
don’t wait too long. You are young, 
but you will get older, and you 
could live a short, unhappy life if 
you aren’t careful. Speed, alcohol 
and drugs will not make you happy. 
Why do you need these things? And 
remember that sex is not all there is 
to a relationship. If sex is all you 
want, go out on the street and get it, 
and that way you won’t hurt any
one.”

“Can you predict the future?”
The woman spoke impatiently 

now: “You are going to be all right 
but you must do these things I’ve 
told you.”

“But if you can see the future, the 
future is the future; what difference 
does it make?”

“You are going to be all right, if 
you do these things.”
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Dr. Tom Green, a folklorist at 
Texas A<LrM, called what people 
want clairvoyants to do “taking 
the randomness out of a situa
tion. ”

The woman had never seen the 
man before that day, and yet in that 
brief period she had painted a de
scriptive image of him that seemed 
to be correct. She was apparently 
able to do this through her powers 
of extrasensory perception (ESP), an 
ability to perceive and understand 
things that cannot be perceived by 
the normal senses. The man left the 
house with a greater sense of direc
tion in his life and a less skeptical 
attitude toward the supernatural.

In helping people work out their 
problems, psychologists and minis
ters take a much less direct ap
proach to giving advice, said Dr. Jef
frey Kern, a psychologist at Texas 
A&M University.

They don’t depend on any kind of 
special, extra sense through which 
they can define people and give 
them advice, and they avoid de
scriptive images. In fact most of 
them, said Kern, avoid giving ad
vice altogether. Instead, they try to 
help people understand themselves 
so that they can answer their own 
questions.

Kern is skeptical of clairvoyants.
“I don’t think that anyone can 

make those kinds of statements 
about another person with such cer
tainty as she did,” he said.

Kern said clairvoyants try to al
leviate peoples’ problems by making 
something predictable that wasn’t 
before.

Dr. Tom Green, a folklorist at 
Texas A&M, called this “taking the 
randomness out of a situation. ”

A person confronted with a prob
lem is confused by the multitude of

possible outcomes to an impending 
situation. Green said. What the 
clairvoyant does is try to remove the 
confusion by telling the person what 
the outcome will be, he said.

The Eskimo equivalent of the In
dian medicine man is called a sha
man. Before a hunt, Eskimo hunters 
are often uncertain about where to 
find game. Instead of engaging in an 
undirected search, they ask the 
shaman, and he tells them where to 
look.

“If the hunters should find deer, 
then the powers of the shaman are 
confirmed. If they don’t find deer, 
then it is accepted that it was be
cause they didn’t believe strongly 
enough in the shaman or they didn’t 
strictly observe tribal rites,” Green 
said.

“For the Eskimo, any direction is 
better than no direction at all,” he 
said.

And so it often is for people in 
modern society. Confused by the 
multitude of decisions to be made, 
thay turn to clairvoyants and supers
tition for guidance. It is not neces
sarily the logical approach to solving 
a problem, but as Brewton Barry 
writes in “You and Your Supersti
tion,” man is only semi-logical any
way.

“He is dominated more by habit, 
custom, public opinion, and vanity 
than he is by reason. Far more,” 
says Berry.

That may explain how a clair
voyant is able to make people feel 
better and why they seek their ad
vice, but does it mean that all clair
voyants are quacks? And what about 
the young man who confessed that 
the things the woman said about 
him seemed to be true? How is it 
that the image she painted seemed 
to be the right image?

Kern admits that he once went to 
a gathering of psychics in Florida 
who knew, without him telling 
them, what his mother’s name was 
and that she was deceased.

“I can’t explain that,” he said. 
“I’m not dogmatically against it (be
lief in psychic abilities), but I’m still 
skeptical.”

Kern said part of a psychic’s abil
ity to make judgments about a per
son that that person can identify 
with, is due to their use of general

statements that would seem correct 
to anyone.

“Suppose that the woman had 
told the man instead that his prob
lem with women was that he was 
sometimes shy and wouldn’t come 
out of his shell. He would have 
probably identified with that just as 
easily,” said Kern.

Green said he agreed that this is 
often true but said nonetheless, that 
for many groups of people clair-

t^<TI ills?::

voyant predictions are valid alterna
tives for dealing with problems.

He also said that most clair
voyants in the United States are 
quite sincere in their own belief in 
their abilities.

They are often very sensitive to 
body mannerisms and physical 
changes in their clients, such as eye 
dilations. It could be that they sub
consciously extrapolate their predic
tions from that, he said.
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Happy Hour 4-6
(7 days a week)

2 for 1 per person
10% discount for all A&M students with current I.D. 

Mon.-Thurs. only.

Hamburgers
1800 S. Texas Ave. College Station 693-9515

The Cow Hop
The Biggest 

Burger Bargains 
in B-CS!

GIANT 1/3 LB. HOMEMADE BURGER ++ of*
served with a pile of real French Fries or salad. Dress it yourself N* T ^
at our salad bar. Lots of extras too........................................................

Mushrooms 25c extra Chill 20c extra
Bacon 30c extra Jalapenos 5c extra

BBQ SANDWICH At\
1/3 lb. of delicious hickory-smoked BBQ on a bun, served with a N* 1 ** ^ 
pile of French Fries ....................................................................................

NACHOS Of)
3/4 lb. plate of homemade chips, real Cheddar & Monterrey Jack 
cheese & lots of Jalapenos................................................. .....................

y2 BBQ CHICKEN 75
1/2 a giant chicken served with a terrific sauce & pile of French S* 1 ®
Fries ................................................................................................................

CHEF SALAD OC
Unbelievable 1 lb. salad plate with 6 delicious ingredients and ^ | X.3
dressing of your choice.............................................................................

CHICKEN-FRIED STEAK SANDWICH £*1 70
Our newest item, served on a bun with a pile of French Fries ^ ^ ■
gravy if you like............................................................................................ ®

Sodas — Teas (30-45c) — Longnecks Beer (60c) 
Open 10:30-9:00 Everyday

846-1588 317 UNIVERSITY DR
W ■ WWW (NORTHGATE)

Now Better Than Ever. You Will Be Pleased With 
These Carefully Prepared and Taste Tempting Foods. 

Each Daily Special Only $1.99 Plus tax. 
“Open Daily”

Dining: 11 A.M. to 1:30 P.M. —4:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M.

1 MONDAY EVENING
TUESDAY EVENING WEDNESDAY

SPECIAL SPECIAL EVENING SPECIAL
Salisbury Steak Mexican Fiesta Chicken Fried Steak

with
Mushroom Gravy

Dinner
Two Cheese and w/cream Gravy

Whipped Potatoes Onion Enchiladas Whipped Potatoes and
Your Choice of w/chili Choice of one other
One Vegetable Mexican Rice Vegetable

Roll or Corn Bread and Butter Patio Style Pinto Beans Roll or Corn Bread and Butter
Coffee or Tea Tostadas

Coffee or Tea
Coffee or Tea

One Corn Bread and Butter

Texas A&M Bookstore

BOOK SALE
TEXAS A&M

BOOKSTORE’S LARGEST 
BOOK SALE THIS YEAR!!!!

50% to 90% OFF LIST PRICE OF 
OVER 10,000 titles — All Subjects

THURSDAY EVENING SPECIAL
Italian Candle Light Spaghetti Dinner 

SERVED WITH SPICED MEAT BALLS AND SAUCE 
Parmesan Cheese - Tossed Green Salad 

Choice of Salad Dressing - Hot Garlic Bread 
Tea or Coffee

MEDICINE
SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY 
ENGLISH LITERATURE 

LANGUAGES

DO IT YOURSELF 
NATURE 

RELIGIOUS

TRAVEL 
AUTO REPAIR 

CHILDRENS BOOKS

FRIDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

BREADED FISH 
FILET w/TARTAR 

SAUCE 
Cole Slaw 

Hush Puppies

vegetable

Tea or Coffee

SATURDAY 
NOON and EVENING 

SPECIAL
Yankee Pot Roast 

(Texas Style)
Tossed Salad 

Mashed

Roll or Com Bread & Butter

J“Quality First’

SUNDAY SPECIAL 
NOON and EVENING

ROAST TURKEY DINNER 
Served with 

Cranberry Sauce 
Cornbread Dressing 

Roll or Corn Bread - Butter - 
Coffee or Tea

AND MANY MORE
HURRY — COME IN NOW FOR THE BEST SELECTION

TEXAS A&M BOOKSTORE
LOCATED IN THE MSC
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