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‘Blood money’ unpopular with parents
By CAROLYN BLOSSER

Battalion Staff
spite what your broke friends 
sllyou, there’s plenty of money 

■ireulation. Just ask the many 
A&M University students who 

using their veins for gain by sell- 
plasma.

ior the non-squeamish person 
doesn’t faint at the sight of nee- 
and tubes, selling plasma is an 
way to make quick bucks and

supplement a sparse income.
Plasma Products, Inc. pays a 

donor $10 for a pint of plasma and the 
donor can give two times in a seven 
day period. The procedure usually 
lasts between one and two hours, 
depending on how crowded it is.

“The first time I went I was real 
nervous,” said Ann Baker, a 
graduate student in soil and crops 
sciences. “I sat next to this old pro. I 
saw his chart and he had donated

around 100 times in one year. He’d 
been donating the past three years 
and had roads on his arms.”

Baker began selling plasma about 
four months ago and said she uses the 
money for living expenses.

“I needed the money at the time 
because I was changing departments 
and was only on half an assistant- 
ship,” she said.

Once she gets a lull assistantship, 
she said she will stop giving.
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ised to improve guitar
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United Press International
PHILADELPHIA — Robert Vaccaro is an experi- 

dguitarist, but even he would admit that the aero- 
industry has as much to do with the quality of his 

[sic as his talent.
|accaro, an engineering student who was graduated 

ntlyfrom Drexel University, has taken some of the 
jterials being tested in fighter jets and created a sub- 

ite for the wooden front, or “top, ” of a folk guitar. 
Ike result is an instrument that will not warp and 
rely goes out of tune, and has the potential of revo- 
ionizing guitar-making.
accaro’s search for a strong substance that would 
ride the tonal quality of wood led him to the same 
nbination of materials going into the Navy’s ad- 
iced F-18 fighter.
[fs a combination of graphite, a strong fibrous mate- 

", and epoxy. The graphite fibers are molded layer- 
layer and held together with the epoxy, 
accaro, 23, used stress analysis and other tests to 
ie as close as possible to duplicating the grain in 
d. After all tests were completed, “our top was 

ce as strong as the wood top, ” Vaccaro said, 
faccaro, in a telephone interview from his home in 

Interport, N.Y., said he became interested in learn- 
whether graphite-epoxy could be used because 
1 wood and experienced guitar craftsmen are be
ing increasingly rare.

[There are a lot of things working in this material’s 
iphite-epoxy) favor, ’ he added. “It’s being exten

sively investigated by the Air Force and large automo
tive companies. And a lot of research is being done on 
how to make it more inexpensive.”

John J. DeLuccia, one of Vaccaro’s former profes
sors, said further experiments could “lead to the 
world’s finest sounding guitar.”

He said continued improvements in such technical 
areas as height of the resonance frequency and degree 
of high frequency response could give the instrument a 
fuller and more brilliant sound than the best wooden 
guitars.

“And the real beauty of that is Robert’s guitar could 
be mass produced, with each one having the same out
standing sound,” said DeLuccia, whose family has 
been making guitars and string instruments for 150 
years.

Vaccaro said if more research is done, a guitar with a 
graphite-epoxy top could be mass-produced for about 
$100, and be able to compete with “medium-quality” 
guitars now on the market.

Vaccaro, who has been playing guitar for eight years, 
said only $80 was spent for the 10 layers of graphite- 
epoxy used to modify his experimental guitar. But he 
noted that if he counted everything put into the guitar, 
including engineers’ salaries, the guitar cost $23,000. 
“That’s the (cost of) the prototype with research behind 
it.

“A lot of people have talked to me about patenting it 
because we did so some original research and I am 
taking steps in that direction,” he added.

“I don’t think it’s a good idea to 
keep it up,” she said. “I’ve been tap
ering off and I’m fixing to stop. They 
use really big needles and you build 
up scar tissue.”

The process of giving plasma is 
relatively simple. A pint of blood is 
drawn from the donor into a plastic 
bag and placed in a refrigerated cen
trifuge. The centrifuge spins the 
blood at a high rate of speed, which 
causes the blood cells to settle at the 
bottom of the plastic bag and the 
blood plasma floats to the top.

The blood plasma is drawn off the 
top and the blood cells are returned 
to the donor. The entire process is 
repeated so the donor gives a full 
pint of plasma.

Most students sleep or do 
homework while they wait, and feel 
it’s time well invested.

Bobby Janik, a senior animal sci
ence major, has been selling plasma 
since February.

“I need the money for beer and 
other extracurricular activities,” he 
said. “I give according to my mone
tary status at the moment. If I have 
money I don’t give. If I have $10 I’ll 
give once a week. If I don’t have any 
money. I’ll give twice.”

Like most students who sell their 
plasma, Janik said his parents don’t 
approve of the idea.

“They told me to quit,” he said. 
“They don’t like it. My dad said if I 
needed money they’d give it to me, 
but I hate asking for it.

“My dad said it was like some de
relict selling blood for money. He 
also thinks it might make my veins 
collapse. He doesn’t know I’m giving 
right now. I usually let my arm heal 
up before I go home and I wear 
long-sleeve shirts.”

Dr. Claude B. Goswick, director 
of University Health Center, said 
giving plasma is not harmful and 
there is no chance of veins collaps- 
ing.

“I have yet to see anyone harmed 
by giving plasma,” Goswick said. “If

you give repeatedly you might get 
bad looking veins like a drug addict. 
Also, a blood clot can form in the vein 
but this isn’t serious in the arm. In 
time it bores itself out.

One good long-term effect of giv
ing plasma is that it stimulates the 
bone marrow to produce more 
blood, Goswick said.

Short-term effects may include a 
feeling of faintness, nausea or sweat
ing.

The biggest problem with selling 
plasma is the remote chance a stu
dent might not get back his own 
blood cells, Goswick said.

“I know they’re very busy over 
there and have a big centrifuge,” he 
said. “I know they check and recheck 
and have the students check to make 
sure they get their own blood back. 
But it seems like sooner or later 
there might be a slip-up.

“I know of no instances where this

has happened, though.”
Receiving the wrong blood cells 

could cause a reaction like fever or 
chills, Goswick said. The foreign red 
blood cells would probably be de
stroyed.

Angus Brown, a senior bio
medical science major, has been sell
ing plasma twice a week since the 
beginning of summer. He said the 
money comes in handy for dog food, 
cigarettesr and a little change.
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OUR CARD 
WILLKEEP

Even if the wallet is on a diet, you don’t 
have to worry with a Junction—House 
of Jeans credit card. When you find 
the jeans that fit just right or the 
perfect shirts, just charge it. Right then. 
With no hassles.
But that’s only starters. You also get 
check cash privilege, special mailings 
and discounts, plus much more. At the 
Junction-House of Jeans we think that 
you deserve some credit, and we’ll 
give it to you. Just fill out the applica
tion and mail or bring it to any one of 
our stores. It’s simple. It’s quick. And 
it’s a good way to be sure you've 
always got yourself covered.

Application: Send this application to House of Jeans,
P.O. Box 2265, Austin, Texas 78768 or bring it by any one of our stores.

Last Name Annual Earmi

Parent, guardian or nearest relative

State Z.p Address City State Zip

•Age____ Single____ Married____ Separate__

Spouse's name
Do you or your spouse have another credit card?
If yes. type and account number

City State Zip

Social Security No

I hereby request you to establish a retail installment account for me If my credit is accepted and an account is 
estabi.shed for my use. I hereby request that a credit card be issued to me and I understand and agree to the 
terms and conditions of the account

. Sgnature.
•Must be 18 yrv or older to qualify


