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Ten year anniversary

Aldrin recalls Apollo 11 moon mission
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United Press International
Ten years ago Monday at 9:32 

a. m. EDT, three men strapped to 
form-fitting couches set out on a 
journey that must rank as one of 
mankind’s great adventures.

Apollo 11 astronauts Neil 
Armstrong, Michael Collins and 
Edwin Aldrin left the Earth atop a 
363-foot Saturn 5 rocket. They were 
bound for the moon.

Ahead was man’s first landing on 
another body in the solar system, a 
walk on the lunar surface, a flight 
back to lunar orbit, and the trip 
home to a Pacific Ocean 
splashdown.

It was a warm, muggy morning 
when Apollo ll’s crew rode in an 
air-conditioned van to the Oceanside 
launch pad 8 miles from their spe
cial quarters at the Kennedy Space 
Center, named after the dead presi
dent who in 1961 established the 
goal of landing a man on the moon 
and returning him safely before the 
end of the decade.

Armstrong and Collins were first 
to board their command module 

(atop the three-stage rocket, coated

with frost from super-cold propel
lants already aboard. Aldrin recalled 
that he waited alone for 15 minutes 
on a platform at the edge of the 
spaceship.

“As far as I could see there were 
people and cars lining the beaches 
and highways. The surf was just be
ginning to rise out of an azure-blue 
ocean. I could see the massiveness 
of the Saturn 5 rocket below and the 
magnificent precision of Apollo 
above.

“I savored the wait and marked 
the minutes in my mind as some
thing I would always want to re
member,’’ he said.

Finally Aldrin took his place 
aboard the Apollo. A bridge-like ac
cess arm from the gantry swung 
away from the spacecraft at 9:27 
a.m.

Then, on schedule to the second, 
the Saturn’s five massive booster 
engines ignited with a flash of

orange flame. As soon as the five 
powerplants reached full thrust — 
7.5 million pounds — the Saturn 
slowly left the launch pad.

What sounded like prolonged 
thunder rolled across the flat marsh 
land to the viewing areas SVk miles 
away.

“For the thousands of people 
watching along the beaches of 
Florida and the millions who 
watched on television, our liftoff was 
ear shattering,” Aldrin wrote later 
in “Return to Earth,” his account of 
the mission and his personal trou
bles that followed.

“For us there was a slight increase 
in the amount of background noise, 
not at all unlike the sort one notices 
taking off in a commercial airliner, 
and in less than a minute we were 
traveling ahead of the speed of 
sound.”

Apollo 11 soared into its prelimi

nary 118-mile-high orbit with preci
sion, prompting Armstrong to radio 
mission control in Houston:

“This Saturn gave us a magnifi
cent ride.”

But Apollo 11 had yet to break the 
bonds of Earth’s gravity.

That came at 12:22 p.m. The 
Saturn’s still-attached third stage 
was fired a second time to propel 
the Apollo out of lunar orbit and on 
the 24,200-mph path to the moon.

Apollo 11 was on its way. It hap
pened 10 years ago Monday.
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Minature monuments?
These oblong hunks of concrete that have recently been 
placed at sidewalk corners near the Academic Center are 
actually the old campus street signs buried to a height of 
about 4 feet. Eugene Ray, director of grounds maintenance, 
said the signs are being tried out as “bollards — physical 
barriers to keep traffic where it should be.” He said there is 
about $8,000 to $10,000 a year in damages as the result of 
vehicles running over sprinkler heads.

Look Into 
Your 

Future
Thousands of 

career opportunities 
are listed daily in the 
nation’s largest 
CLASSIFIED ad 
section. Keep 
abreast of the 
changing job market 
with The Houston 
Chronicle, Texas’ 
largest newspaper.

1/2 price
for students, faculty 

and staff.

Entire semester for 
$2.50 July 17-Aug. 17

Call 693*2323 or 
846-0763 to start 
HOME or DORM 
DELIVERY 
immediately.

Houston 
Chronicle

News you can use.

IN THE GRAND TRADITION OF 
OLD TEXAS WHERE MOTHER 
TAUGHT DAUGHTER THE FINE 
ART OF SEWING — SO HELEN 
MARIE TAUGHT EDITH MARIE 
THE SECRETS OF SEWING AND 
ALTERATIONS

"DON’T GIVE UP — WE LL 
MAKE IT FIT!"

AT WELCH'S CLEANERS. WE NOT 
ONLY SERVE AS AN EXCELLENT 
DRY CLEANERS BUT WE SPE
CIALIZE IN ALTERING HARD TO 
FIT EVENING DRESSES, TAPERED 
SHIRTS, JEAN HEMS, WATCH 
POCKETS, ETC.

(WE RE JUST A FEW 
BLOCKS NORTH OF FED 

MART.)

WELCH’S CLEANERS
3819 E. 29th (TOWN & COUNTRY SHOPPING CENTER}

STAGECENTER INC.
Presents

DIRTY WORK AT THE CROSSROAD

A GAY ’NINETIES MELODRAMA 
FAMILY FUN! REFRESHMENTS!
July 19, 20, 21, 26, 27, 28

Adult $2.50 children under 12 $1.00
Musical Interlude 7:30 P.M. Curtain 8:00 P.M.
204 W. Villa Maria Rd. - Bryan Municipal Golf Course

MSC TOWN HALL PRESENTS

Thursday, August 2 Tickets :
TAMU Students 5.50

8:30 pm General Public 6.50

Rudder Auditorium F01" tickets & info 845-2916

NOW OPEN

The biggest hit 
since color TV

JVC's Vidstar Videocassette Recorder/ 
Player HR-3600

SALE PRICE

*899 'JVC VIDSTAR VHS
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OPENING SPECIAL
Wed. night Noon till 10 p.m. 35c Longnecks

Featuring
THE NEWEST NIGHT SPOT IN TOWN

50c & 60c Longnecks, 25c Pool tables, pinball, electronic games 
FREE Popcorn and Music

Open 11:30 a.m. till Midnite Daily
Located at 301 University. Across the street from Campus Theatre

COME SEE US!

Reg. *1350°°
It's here and we've got it for

you.
exclusivet^ti I gnd
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. .Greg SprosW

non-profit, 
ted by studeit 
itty newspopi1 
d by the editcf

For Fast Results Call 
The Battalion Classifieds 

845-2611

Disagree with a reteree's 
decision? Use remote controls to 
freeze the action, pick slow motion 
or double speed playback, and 
make your own ringside calls.

Naturally, JVC's Vidstar has 
every other home videocassette

AUDIO

recorder's standard features. Turn 
your den into a theater by screening 
any movie made on prerecorded 
videocassettes. Or use any one of 
our full line of low cost color 
cameras to produce and headline 
your own 4-star productions.

Come in and see us today. 
Tomorrow you may be discovered 
as the biggest hit since the 
Vidstar HR-3600.

707 Texas Ave. in College Station

696-5719
FINANCING AVAIIABU


