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No takers on ‘Snake’
By MILTON RICHMAN
UPI Sports Editor

NEW YORK — You have to say 
this much for Ken Stabler — he 
tried.

He tried so hard, he wound up 
right back where he started, which 
explains why he’s likely to be show
ing up at the Oakland Raiders’ camp 
in Santa Rosa, Calif., this weekend.

The 33-year-old quarterback they 
call “the Snake” is one of those 
players who doesn’t ordinarily 
communicate with mere reporters 
anymore but the last time he 
deigned to do that he said he was 
generally unhappy over his situation

with the Raiders. He felt they sim
ply didn’t appreciate him. Further
more, he believed this whole at
titude stemmed from the top, mean
ing Al Davis who is the Raiders’ 
boss.

Stabler’s attorney, Henry Pitts of 
Selma, Ala. claimed his client was 
“the premier quarterback” in the 
NFL and that Davis was being so 
intransigent about the whole thing, 
he wouldn’t even consider trading 
Stabler to another club. The clubs 
Stabler had in mind were the New 
York Giants, Los Angeles Rams, At
lanta Falcons and Tampa Bay Buc
caneers.

When this information was re-
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layed to Davis by a San Francisco 
newsman, the Raiders’ managing 
general partner told the reporter to 
determine from Stabler and Pitts 
what they thought Stabler was 
worth on the open market. The an
swer came back that they felt 
Stabler should bring two front line 
players and two first-round draft 
choices in any kind of trade.

Davis said that was fine with him. 
He went along with it. He did 
specify, however, the two front line 
players would have to be “young” 
and “free of injury.” These would be 
the “minimum requirements.” By 
that, Davis said, he meant he’d take 
two young front-liners from a club 
like the Giants, Falcons and Buc
caneers but if there was to be any 
deal with the Rams, he would want 
three front-line players.

Upon hearing this. Stabler, 
through Pitts, sought permission to 
make a deal for himself with the 
clubs of his choice. Davis sent back 
word to Pitts to go right ahead.

The Giants were Stabler’s first 
choice for a number of reasons.

First of all, he liked the idea of 
playing for the Giants’ new coach, 
Ray Perkins, who was a teammate of 
his at Alabama, and secondly, there 
was the added exposure he’d get 
being in, or at least, very close, to a 
city like New York.

Historically, the Giants could be 
thinking back 18 years ago when 
they also traded for a veteran quar
terback in the Bay Area many 
people thought was washed up after 
he had played for the San Francisco 
49ers 10 years, and how this bald
ing, 35-year-old gamester by the 
name of Y.A. Tittle led them to the 
last championship game in which 
they were involved.

if they made a deal for Stabler, 
the Raiders naturally would be in
terested in getting a young quar- 
terack in return. What about Phil 
Simms, the Giants’ top draft choice? 
Would they consider giving up 
someone like him and, say, one of 
their linebackers like Harry Carson?
I put that question to George 
Young, the Giants’ new general 
manager, and he didn’t duck it at 
all.

“I think Stabler has been a great 
player in this league,” he said. “I 
know Ray (Perkins) thinks a lot of 
the guy and they’re great friends, 
but we re committed in a different 
direction.”

From speaking with George 
Young, I come away with the im
pression that he wouldn’t mind hav
ing an experienced quarterback, a 
five-time All Pro like Stabler but he 
isn’t about to give up what it would 
take to get him. I can’t say I blame 
him, especially at this stage where 
most of his efforts with the Giants

;■ . > ,v?

Robertson 
Rocket co

.

By

;

United Press Internatioiul;
HOUSTON — The 

Rockets Wednesday named] 
Robertson, 49, an assistanti 
replacing Del Harris who 
moted to head coach after I 
changed ownership,

Robertson, a native 
Smith, Ark., formerly wail 
coach of the New Orleans 
Chicago Bulls. He was 
coach the Jazz ever had 
fired 15 games into the 1974j 
when the team’s record 
1-14.

After scouting for two: 
serving as an assistant at 
Robertson moved to 
year as an assistant then 
the Bulls when Larry Costd 
fired. He finished the sea 
11 victories in 26 games.

He was head coach of 
Tech for 10 seasons, bej 
1964.

Jhe fire t 
ivily dam 
diversity 1 
loss Well 
Led an es 
No one w 

l firemen

Astros,

Oops!
Intramurals will be underway once again. Entries for all sports close July 16th at 12 
The second summer session and handball noon, 
doubles is just one of the activities available.

Rangers 
lose agai

Workers 1 
op the tw 
Entomolg 
are remoi

revolve essentially around building 
some kind of foundation with young 
players.

I also get the feeling the Raiders 
would make a deal for Stabler if one 
could be worked out. I even think 
they’d take a chance with an untried 
prospect like Simms out of little 
Morehead State. If the Raiders are 
leaving it up to Stabler and Pitts to 
make the deal, however, the 
chances of one being completed are 
practically nil, keeping in mind

neither have ever swung a trade be
fore and it’s a lot easier to talk about 
one than to make one.

Two thoughts keep coming back 
to me on all this. Wasn’t it only a 
couple of weeks ago that some fans 
at the NFL draft booed the Giants 
for making someone like unknown 
Phil Simms from little Morehead 
State their first draft choice? And he 
could turn out to be the next Terry 
Bradshaw, who came from little 
Louisiana Tech.

And wasn’t it not that long ago 
that young, eager Ken Stabler, pick
ing up splinters on the bench watch
ing Daryle Lamonica and George 
Blanda ahead of him at quarterback,
wondered when he’d ever get a 
chance to play for Oakland? He 
thought those two guys would never 
leave. What he wouldn’t give to play
more for the Raiders, I remember 
him telling me. And now he says he 
doesn’t want to anymore.

Texas’ oldest private preparatory academy 
for boys is now accepting applications 

for the fall term.
Allen Academy will begin its 94th year on August 27, 1979. If you are looking for a private school 
with limited enrollment, small classes, excellent academic and athletic programs and a “back to 
basics” approach to education, Allen might 
be right for your son.

Write or call for catalog
Director of Admissions
The Allen Academy
Box 953/Bryan, TX 77801
(713) 779-0066

An Honor Military Preparatory School since 1919 
Boarding Students in Grades 6*12
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Direct drive, with a unique Sony BSL brushless, 
slotless servo DC motor turning the die cast alumi
num platter at precisely 33'/3 or 45 RPM.
Sony magnetic cartridge with diamond stylus. "S” 
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with lightweight universal headshetl. Tonearm 
return and shut-off is automatic.
Sony ScratchGuard cueing automatically raises 
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finished... makes initial cueing safer and easier

SS-440
System: 2-way Bass Reflex with Passive Radiator 
Speaker Complement: 8" Cone Woofer

2V2" Cone Tweeter 
8" Passive Radiator 

Impedance: 8 ohms nominal 
Frequency Response: 70Hz-20kHz 
Recommended Amplifier Power: 40 watts maximum 
Dimensions: 2525%"H x 141/2"W x 10%"D 
Weight: 19 lbs. 13 oz./pc 
Cord: 10' speaker cord with plug (included)

External speaker terminals 
Removable grille assembly
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Willie Stargell boomed back- 
home runs to ignite af 
seventh inning Wednesda 
powering the Pittsburgh PiicJ 
5-1 victory over Houston,' 
tros’ fifth straight loss.

Astros’ starter and loseil 
Richard, 7-9, carried a threeJ 
into the seventh but Parkerij 
with his 16th home runofttfil 
and Stargell then hital-Opfe 
the right center field seats 
16th.

John Milner followed witbil 
to the wall and scored on Bill 
lock’s single. Madlock moil 
when Ed Ott singled and] 
Cedeno misplayed the 
lock scored on Rennie Stennej 
field grounder.

Bruce Kison, 5-4, allowed si 
He hit Craig Reynolds in tkl 
with his first pitch of the Iff 
Reynolds took second on an: 
groundout and scored oni| 
Cabell’s single up the 1 

Pittsburgh added a run intbetj 
on an RBI single by Milner.? 
cision cut the Astros’ WestI 
lead to 5V4 games. They have! 
ped 4Ma games in seven days]

CHICAGO — Chet Lem 
Lamar Johnson had run-sd 
singles in the seventh mai 
break a 3-3 tie and lead theCf 
White Sox to a 5-3 victory ' 
day night over the Texas I 
and complete a sweep oil] 
three-game series.

With one out in the seventi 
secutive singles by Alan Bat 
Junior Moore and Lemon off<? 
ing pitcher Danny Darwin, 21, 
Chicago ahead 4-3. Johnsoi 
lowed with a hit to right forll 
Sox run.

Rookie Steve Trout, 3-3, 
distance for the second times 
starts. The left-hander allow! 
four hits while walking 1 

striking out five as the Whiti 
won for the seventh time i»i 
last eight games.

Texas got an unearned run^ 
first when Bump Wills’ 
went through second baseimnj 
nister’s legs for a two-base« 
Wills stole third and scoredo«| 
Sample’s single.

Consecutive singles in diet 
by Greg Pryor, Mike Colbeitj 
Bannister tied the game, hi 
was then hit by Jerry Gleatouf 
was making his debut for Tet] 
fill the bases.
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