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Workers rap forced overtime

:W;;

United Press International
JAUSTIN — The plight of em- 
'ployees forced to work overtime on 
Christmas Eve or suspended with­
out pay for refusing to work overtime 
failed Monday to win the sympathy 
of the Senate Economic Develop­
ment Committee. >
■ “That committee ought to be re­
named the business protection 
committee,” said Sen. Carl Parker, 
D-Port Arthur.

■ The committee voted 4-2 to send 
to subcommittee Parker’s bill which 
would prohibit employers from re-

I quiring employees to work longer 
ijthan eight hours a day or 40 hours a 

Week except in cases of unavoidable 
or unforseeable circumstances dis- 

jlAipting normal operations.
■ “Employers are finding it is 

(meaper in the long run in their oper- 
j aliens to work the employees they

have and pay them premium pay 
rather than hire an adequate number 
of employees,” Parker said. “Some 
employees do not want to work 50 to 
60 hours a week. I don’t think they 
ought to have to.”

Allen Ferrell of Dallas, personnel 
coordinator for Southwestern Bell 
Telephone Co., said the proposal 
“would hamstring every business in 
the state of Texas. ”

Ferrell said if employees could re­
fuse overtime the phone company 
might be unable to repair line breaks 
and restore service to customers on 
weekends and holidays.

B.J. Benfer of Burleson testified 
that Southwestern Bell suspended 
his son for refusing to work past 7 
p.m. on the Saturday of his sister’s 
wedding. Benfer said employees 
who refuse overtime face possible 
dismissal.

Kenneth J. Jester of Austin, 
another phone company worker, 
said he was threatened with dis­
missal when he said he could not take 
an overtime assignment because he 
needed to go to the drug store to pick 
up a prescription for his sick wife and 
baby.

Jester said he also was forced to 
work until 8 p. m. on Christmas Eve.

“They consider any refusal to work

overtime as insubordinate and 
grounds for dismissal,” Jester said.

Benfer said phone company 
supervisors have told workers, 
“There’s no way they could make any 
plans for a ball game or anything with 
their family.”

The Rev. Leroy Hubley of San An­
tonio told senators he is concerned 
about the harsh impact on families of 
mandatory overtime work.

\Paf Cottontail 
raws criticism

United Press International
DENVER — Rep. Pat Schroeder, D-Colo., says it was intended as 

“fun,” but it ended up as the Great Bunny Rabbit Debate among some 
of her constituents and political opponents.

Schroeder’s portrayal in China of an Easter bunny has drawn sub­
stantial reaction — some good, some bad — at her offices in Washing­
ton and Denver.

Schroeder, who represents Colorado’s 1st District, wore a white 
bunny suit and a papier-mache rabbit head April 15 and distributed 
Easter eggs and jelly beans to American tourists and Chinese at the 
Great Wall.

“I don’t know why she did it,” said Jack Rigg Jr., Republican 
chairman in the 1st District, which consists mostly of Denver. “It 
seemed kind of silly to me. People expect more than that kind of thing.

“If nothing else, it’s the kind of thing that could have an impact over 
time, and it will be more negative than anything else. It detracts from 
her image as a representative of the city. ”

Colorado Republican Chairman Phil Winn said Schroeder’s be­
havior was “extraordinarily demeaning to America as a whole, and in 
extraordinary poor taste.”

Romaine Pacheco, manager of Schroeder’s 1st District office, said 
Friday that criticism of the congresswoman’s behavior was an “over­
reaction. ”

“We ve gotten reaction, yes,” said Pacheco. “But people are losing 
sight of the real reason she went to China — to study Sino-Soviet 
relations. Two hours in a bunny suit and they forget why she went 
there.”

Schroeder put the costume on in her room at the Peking Hotel, went 
into a dining room, then traveled by bus to the Great Wall, where she 
drew a crowd of Chinese. Later, she gave out eggs, candy and soap for 
blowing bubbles to children at the U.S. Embassy.

Schroeder was in China as a member of the visiting House Military 
Affairs Committee.

Schroeder said she brought the bunny suit “because I thought it 
would be fun and because when I was here in 1976 I visited kids at the 
embassy, and clearly it was a struggle to do anything American here. ”

Schroeder’s Washington office reported receiving a substantial 
number of telephone calls complaining about the episode, and 
Pacheco said her office also received phone calls about the incident. 
She said the office received both complaints and praise, but no tally 
was kept of positive and negative reaction.

“We’ve received a variety of comment,” said Pacheco. “Some say, T 
think it’s great and only Pat Schroeder would do that.’ Others say she 
demeaned the dignity of Congress.”

The Pilot Mechanical 
guaranteed against physical 

lal Breakdowns.

The last time your mechanical pen­
cil failed did you heave it against the 
wall? Or just scream with frustra­
tion? Chances are, when your 
mechanical pencil has a breakdown, 
you’ll have one, too!

That’s why our 
Pilot Mechanical 
Pencil has an 
unconditional

2 year guarantee. We’re so sure our 
pencil will be trouble-free, we’re will­
ing to repair or replace it free!

Of course, it’s easy to guarantee 
a mechanical pencil that’s so 
well-made. Because our patented 
brass and copper chuck and our 
all-metal self-feed mechanism 
makes it virtually indestructable.

Pilot’s Mechanical Pencils come 
in a wide choice of attractive barrel 
colors and designs.

Pilot also makes super lead! 
Strong stuff that won’t crack under 
pressure. Comes in 4 different 
diameters: super fine; extra fine; fine 
and medium and will fit any make 
mechanical 
pencil. PILOT

PILOT CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
30 Midland Ave., Port Chester, N Y. 10573

The Pilot Hechanical Pern 
so good it’s guaranteed.

OLVMRUS
OM-1

- OM-1 0 ^
OLYMPUS OM-2

Introducing Amazing OM-10. The Lowest 
Priced Of The New Automatics Now Offers 
The Greatest Features.

• Automatic Exposure
• Automatic Flash
• Power Winder
• Full Manual Capacity
• OM System Accessories

FREE *39.95 CAMERA BAG

Any OM-10 Purchased With Winder 
Will Get $39.95 Gadget Bag FREE - 
Holds Camera, Lens, Winder.

HURRY — SUPPLY LIMITED

CAMPUS PUCTC CENTER, INC.
401 University Dr. • College Station,Texas 77840 • 713/846-5418

wants to thank 
all you Aggies 

for a great year 
with our first...

GET ROLLIN’.
with great loo kin9 wheels from 

Western Wheel Company
CYCLONE™ II BULLET7

WESTERN DISH

All wheels are all aluminum 
pressure tested and guaran­
teed tubeless. DUAL-FIT bolt 
patterns for widest vehicle 
coverage. No special valve 
stems needed. Fits both disc 
and drum brakes. Available in 
a variety of sizes.

Buy 3 at regular price and
Get 1 FREE

mounting extra

Choose from the best selection of

OFF ROAD TIRES
in the Brazos Valley

.....................   ........................ ? "
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HI-LIFT JACK Value

with the purchase of any four tires
(mounting extra)

Suspension Kits — 4” lift
Reg. 269.95 without shocks NOW $21995

CUSTOM TRUCKIN’ SPECIAL 
FREE INSTALLATION

with the purchase of any suspension kit, wheels, and tires.

Running Boards For Trucks & Vans 

All Van Ladders & Racks 25% off
in stock

Sale prices good thru May 5, 1979
3606 OLD COLLEGE RD. 846-5236 BRYAN, TX.
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