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U.S. population moving west
United Press International

WASHINGTON — After the 
Census Bureau tabulates all incom­
ing data, it will probably announce 
in 1981 that the nation’s population 
center is for the first time west of

the Mississippi River.
That’s the estimate of American 

Demographics magazine, an Ithaca, 
N.Y., based publication that deals 
with census matters.
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country will be someplace in 
Missouri, an undetermined number 
of miles west of the Mississippi, as of 
1980. The population center fixed 
by the 1970 census is in St. Clair 
County, Ill., near St. Louis.

“It’s going to go southward and 
toward the west just as it has every 
census,” said Bryant Robey, a 
member of the magazine staff. “It’s 
going to cross the Mississippi cer­
tainly and probably sink farther to­
wards the south.”

In 1790, the first time such a loca­
tion was fixed, it was 23 miles west 
of Baltimore and it took 100 years — 
slowly following the wagon trains — 
to move through Maryland, West 
Virginia and Ohio.

By 1900, it was six miles southeast 
of Columbus, Ind., and since then 
has been inching its way into Il­
linois.

“There’s no way to know where it 
will be in the year 2,000, although 
my guess is it will continue in the 
same direction, although perhaps 
not as quickly. It certainly won’t be 
any place as far west as Denver,” 
Robey said.

The population center is set by 
thinking of the United States as a

flat plane, calculating the location of 
every American and finding the cen­
ter of gravity.

The 1980 census will also be the 
first one costing more than $1 bil­
lion, according to the magazine’s 
projections, with the price amount­
ing to about $4 per person. That’s an 
increase of $3 per person over the 
1970 census.

David Kaplan, who was in charge 
of planning both the 1970 and 1980 
censuses, said part of the increased 
cost is due to inflation. But he said 
another reason is that the size of the 
average household has decreased.

“It costs appreciably more to 
enumerate six people living in three 
households of two each than the 
same six people living in two house­
holds of three persons each. ”

About 25 percent of the increase 
will go towards increasing the cen­
sus’ accuracy, he said.
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A total eclipses of the sun will not 
be seen again from the North Amer­
ican continent until 2017.

adult and family 
communities in 
southwest houston
We have the “in-places.” 
Visit any of our seven 
sensational communities 
and you’ll lease your last 
apartment home first.
Chadbourn (776-9720) 
9445 concourse dr. 
(adult/from $198)
Deerfield (774-7500)
10001 club creek dr. 
(adult/from $203) 
Clarendon Hills (981-8747) 
9502 woodfair dr. 
(adult/from $198)
Windmill Run (988-6550) 
9475 roark rd.
(adult/from $198) 
Lakehurst (496-2316)
2310 crescent park dr. 
(family-adult/from $225)
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THE F-18 HORNET . . . NEW . . . FAST . . . YOURS TO FLY IF YOU QUALIFY! WE 
CHALLENGE YOU AGGIES TO ASK US ABOUT IT!

The Marine Officer Selection Team will be available to discuss the Marine PLC Air 
Program on April 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 in the Memorial Student Center. You may also 
contact the Team at 707 University Drive (next to University National Bank).

The Marines
are coming.

Line on the times?
Students began the seasonal process of regis­
tering for next semester’s classes Monday in 
Rudder Tower. Registration continues
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through Friday. One happy note is f 
though the lines look long, they move
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1 ALTERATIONS’
IN THE GRAND TRADITION OF 
OLD TEXAS WHERE MOTHER 
TAUGHT DAUGHTER THE FINE 
ART OF SEWING — SO HELEN 
MARIE TAUGHT EDITH MARIE 
THE SECRETS OF SEWING AND 
ALTERATIONS.

DON’T GIVE UP — WE LL 
MAKE IT FIT!”

AT WELCH'S CLEANERS, WE 
MOT ONLY SERVE AS AN EXCEL­
LENT DRY CLEANERS BUT WE 
SPECIALIZE IN ALTERING HARD 
TO FIT EVENING DRESSES. 
TAPERED, SHIRTS, JEAN HEMS, 
WATCH POCKETS. ETC.

/uptnam
.............Eddie Dominguez 

Joe Arciniega 7<

(WE RE JUST A FEW 
BLOCKS NORTH OF FED 

MART.)
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WELCH’S CLEANERS

3819 E. 29th (TOWN & COUNTRY SHOPPING CENTER)

THE ORCHID TREE
Specializing in orchids suited 

to home growing.
Take Hwy. 30 east, turn 

right just past Jose’s Restaurant, 
then right at Vista Lane.

Sunday 1-5 p.m. and 
Weekday evenings 693-2399.

If you want the real 
thing, not frozen or 
canned . . . We call It 
"Mexican Food 
Supreme."

Dallas location: 
3071 Northwest Hwy 
352-8570

THE MSC COUNCIL INVITES YOU TO BEC0MI 
INVOLVED IN THE FOLLOWING 1979-80 MS< 
COUNCIL PROJECTS!
FALL LEADERSHIP 
WELCOME BACK PICNIC 
FRESHMAN OPEN HOUSE 
MBA-LAW DAY 
LOST & FOUND AUCTION

CHRISTMAS PROGRAll 
MSC DISCOVERY 
ALL-NITE FAIR 
VARIETY SHOW 
SPRING LEADERSHIP

APPLY FOR CHAIRMEN POSITIONS 
APRIL 16-20 IN STUDENT PROGRAMS OFFICE)

216 MSC
OR: JOIN COMMITTEE OF YOUR CHOICE AND BE| 
COME A PART OF THE MSC CIRCLE.

CONTACT: CINDY WILLIAMS 
MSC DIRECTOR OF PROJECTS 

845-1515

4446


