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Busy Lady
Werner combines basketball, family life

By BETH YOUNG
Battalion Reporter

Being a wife, a college student 
and a member of a college basket
ball team are all time-consuming 
chores in themselves. But to suc
cessfully combine all three requires 
something special in a person. Pat 
Werner, No. 23 on the Texas A&M 
women’s basketball team, has what 
it takes.

Werner, a 21-year-old junior from 
Angleton, began playing basketball 
in the seventh grade.

“A bunch of friends and I got to
gether to try out,” she said. “I didn t 
even know what basketball was 
about back then.”

Her father kept her interested, 
however, and when she’s on the 
court, it’s easy to see that she knows 
what basketball is all about now. 
Werner, who considers defense her 
specialty, and the Aggie Ladies host 
Houston tonight at 5:15 in G. Rollie 
White Coliseum.

Werner said that her high school 
coach, Jane Fitzgerald, taught her 
how to play basketball and was a big 
help to her career.

“I never considered any other 
sport than basketball, she said. It 
was the only organized sport in our 
junior high school and it was either 
that or nothing.”

Of the three brothers and one sis
ter in her family, Werner said that 
only her little sister, a seventh- 
grader, plays basketball.

“I'm really the only one in my 
family who is sports-oriented, she 
said.

The thin, 6-foot-0 Werner has 
played basketball for nine years. 
She said that even though she was 
sick of basketball by the time she got 
out of high school, she decided to 
try out at Texas A&M, despite the 
fact that she was not recruited. 
Werner said she chose Texas A&M 
because of the friendliness of the 
people.

“I came to some of the games 
here,” she said, “and everyone at 
home highly recommended A&M.

Werner said that she feels Texas 
A&M has a good women’s basketball 
program.

“We are getting more money for 
scholarships every year,” she said, 
“and Coach Bender has been get
ting some good recruits. We could 
still use more money, though.

The only real problem with wo
men’s basketball here, said Werner, 
is that the Aggie Ladies have to wait 
until the men’s team finishes work
outs before they can start their prac
tice and it gets late.

Another thing that Werner said 
could be a problem is the lack of 
press coverage given to women s 
sports.

“The Batt does its best,” she said, 
“and really does give us the best 
coverage of any newspaper. But we 
most definitely have trouble getting 
any publicity.”

“The men, on the other hand, get 
it all. Why, some people don’t even 
know when we have games.”

Werner said that the thing she 
dislikes most about basketball is the 
long hours of practice.

“We practice about two hours 
plus every day that we don’t have a 
game,” she said. “I realize you have 
to practice to get better, but we play 
a lot of games and I get tired, espe
cially at the end of the season. But, I 
love basketball or I wouldn’t play.”

Another reason Werner doesn’t 
care for practicing so much is the 
fact that it takes her away from her 
husband, Ronny.

“It seems like when Ronny has a 
day off, I have a game,” she said, 
“and when I just have practice, he 
has to work.”

Werner, the only married woman 
on the team, met her husband, a 
P.E. major like herself, when he 
was selling tickets to a majors club 
picnic.

“Six months later, we got mar
ried,” she said, “and things have 
worked out good for us.”

Werner admits that it was hard 
for them when they first got mar
ried.

“It was an unstable time for us,” 
she said. “Basketball took up so 
much time and we had to keep up 
with our school work. We didn’t see 
each other much but it’s better now

that we’ve been married over a 
year.

The fact that her husband is five 
inches shorter than she is doesn’t 
bother Werner at all.

“We get along really well,” she 
said. “Were best friends. Ronny 
loves me playing basketball. He’s 
my biggest fan and comes to all the 
games that he can and even some 
practices.”

Werner also said that it gets frus
trating spending so much time apart 
but that they don’t fight about bas
ketball because Ronny enjoys the 
game just as much as she does.

After college Werner said that she 
plans to coach basketball at the high 
school level. With a shy grin, she 
added, “I’d really like to start a fam
ily.”

If you have 
money to invest . . .

Optional Retirement Plan 
Tax Sheltered Annuity 
Deferred Compensation 
Financial Planning

Call Hays Glover 
GUGGENHEIM GLOVER, 

ASSOCIATES 
779-5555

breakthro.) 
tes. 
ipted in I 
eteries. In! 
f bodies hull 
a walkout irl

[rone Ladson, seen here going up against 
iylor’s Terry Teagle, and the Texas Aggies 
►st SMU tonight in G. Rollie White Col- 
lum. The Mustangs handed the Aggies their 
it conference loss earlier this month and 
stcalf s men will be trying to even the score, 
ie 14th-ranked Aggies are 7-2 in conference 
iy, one game behind the first place Texas 
•nghorns, who host Arkansas Thursday

night. The Ponies are currently in sixth place 
with a 3-5 SWC record. Two of the confer
ence’s excellent freshmen will start in to
night’s contest, Rudy Woods for Texas A&M 
and Billy Allen for SMU. Tip-off is at 7:30 
p.m. The Aggie Ladies host Houston in 
another revenge match at 5:15 p.m. The 
Cougars defeated the Aggies earlier in the 
season.
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Suits - 1 group 
Values to $28000

now $8888
►

Mens pants - 1 group 
Values to $4500

NOW $1288

Sports Coats - 1 group 
Values to $18500
now $4888
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“A lot of clubs accept mail orders 
for them. Some don’t,” Nichols said. 
“Right now we’re leaning toward 
selling them for individual games. 
But we may offer them by mail 
order to consider our fans in other 
cities.”

The Oilers played to 104 percent 
of capacity for 11 home games last 
season.

Local televising of regular season 
games next season will depend on 
selling the singles (during baseball 
season) and selling the singles and 
the 2,500 bleacher seats later in the
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HATE DOING 
LAUNDRY?

Let Frannie's do it for you
Aunt Frannies 
Laundromat

★ Holleman at Anderson 693-658 ,

edtl#

AT WELCH’S CLEANERS, WE 
NOT ONLY SERVE AS AN EXCEL
LENT DRY CLEANERS BUT WE 
SPECIALIZE IN ALTERING HARD 
TO FIT EVENING DRESSES, 
TAPERED, SHIRTS, JEAN HEMS, 
WATCH POCKETS. ETC.______

(WE’RE JUST A FEW 
BLOCKS NORTH OF FED 

MART.)

WELCH’S CLEANERS
3819 E. 29th (TOWN & COUNTRY SHOPPING CENTER)
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Sun Theatres
)3 University 846-9808

The only movie in town
Double-Feature Every Week

Open 10 a.m.-2 a.m. Mon.-Sat.
12 Noon - 12 Midnight Sun

No one under 18 
Escorted Ladies Free

BOOK STORE & 25c PEEP SHOWS

Men and Womens 
Ski wear

Reduced 25%

3 days Only
Thursday, Friday and Saturday

1 group ties
NOW $388
Values to *1750

1 group shirts 
Values to $25
NOW $988

A MENS STORE AND MORE. 
CULPEPPER PLAZA

OPEN THURS. TIL* 8 P.M. 693-3003


