
Bolivian ‘coke’ poses problem Start off on the right Soot!
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Editor’s note: Clifford Cheney, 
anaging editor of the Logan 
erald Journal and former UPI 

reporter, recently spent a month in 
Bolivia on a journalism exchange 

and wrote the followingtterhead stati0tl|®Sram 
article.
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where non-developmental objectves 
play a significant part in our AID 
(Agency for Intenational Develop­
ment) programs in Bolivia, said 
U.S. Ambassador Paul H. Boeker.

Perhaps half of the coca leaves 
grown in Bolivia — in the Yungas 
region around Chulumani and the 
Chapari region near Cochabamba — 
go into the illegal drug market.

First the leaf is ground into a

roads into that previously unculti­
vated area.

“We think the domestic demand 
for coca, the legitimate market de­
mand for chewing and tea, is about 
half the supply that is presently 
being grown,” said Howard Steele, 
a Department of Agriculture 
economist assigned to the U.S. Em­
bassy.

Steele’s job is to provide the cam-

ie, “This is worse for than

pastelike “base,” which is then re­
fined into cocaine hydrochloride. 
Much of the refining and most of the 
international distribution takes 
place in Colombia.

Coca production has been in- 
creasihg in Bolivia in the past few 
years, primarily as a result of an ex­
panding illegal market in the United 
States and Europe. One irony of 
American foreign aid to Bolivia is 
that the biggest expansion of coca 
acreage occurred in the Chapari 
after the United States financed new

pesinos with substitute crops and 
give them an economically viable al­
ternative to growing coca for the il­
licit market.

Financed by U.S. foreign aid 
payments, the project is one half of a 
double-edged effort to fight, at its 
source, the traffic of cocaine to the 
United States.

The other half is a Bolivian law 
enforcement campaign involving 
narcotics officers from the U.S. 
State and Justice departments.

“There was not any narcotics law

enforcement of any kind done in this 
country until this program was 
started,” said Lopez, a former 
California policeman. “The Boli­
vians still lack the records, training 
and laws to do an adequate job.”

I visited the headquarters of 
Bolivia’s newly organized National 
Division for Control of Dangerous 
Substances. There I saw the begin­
ning of Phase 2 of the U.S.-financed 
Narcotics Control Program — regis­
tration of coca vendors in the La Paz 
area.

Most of the vendors were Aymara 
and Quechua Indians, dressed in 
simple native clothing — the men 
and women standing in line to fill 
out forms and have their photo­
graphs taken. In coming weeks, 
vendors in the rural areas of the 
country were to be registered.

Eventually, there would be fines 
or imprisonment for those who sold 
coca leaves without a license. It 
doesn’t make much sense to the 
campesinos, but to Lopez and the 
other U.S. officials working on the 
coca problem in Bolivia, vendor reg­
istration is another barrier to stop 
the northward flow of illegal 
cocaine.

Other barriers include coca taxa­
tion, new Bolivian narcotics laws, 
customs checkpoints on roads, sta­
tioning of narcotics agents around 
the country, and registration of coca 
growers which was Phase 1 of the 
program.

Registration of growers began last 
year. Lopez said almost 14,000 
growers, an estimated 70 percent of

the total, now are registered with 
the Bolivian government.

Eventually, according to the plan, 
the cultivation of coca will be re­
stricted to the amount needed to 
meet legal market demands, he 
said.

Cocaine, a stimulant, once was an 
ingredient in patent medicines (in­
cluding the original Coca-Cola for­
mula) and used for treatment of ner­
vous conditions and as a local 
anesthetic. But there is virtually no 
legal market for cocaine today be­
cause newer, safer drugs have made 
it obsolete.

“If s never been illegal to grow 
coca; these people aren’t doing any­
thing wrong,” Lopez said. “If we re 
going to tell them not to grow coca, 
we re going to have to offer them 
some viable alternatives.”

Citrus fruits, coffee, tea and cacao 
are the most promising alternatives 
being studied, Steele said. But the 
problem won’t be solved by simply 
providing the campesinos with 
seeds and instructions and telling 
them to change crops.

The campesino can make five 
times as much off a crop of coca 
leaves as he could make by planting 
the same acreage in sugar, beans or 
other traditional crops.

By asking any upperclassman why it's smart to trade at Loupot's Bookstore!

You'll hear:

'They carry a lull iine of New & USED BOOKS.

*if I change courses, Loupot's will Refund my money up to a week after the 
semester starts.

"Loupot's will buy my books back at the end of the semester.

"Loupot's guarantees all their merchandise — no arguments, just good service.

"Loupot’s has the latest in calculators at the latest prices (in fact, they have 
over 20 models to choose from).

"All the calculators are personally guaranteed for 90 days plus the year war­
ranty with the company. If anything goes wrong, Loupot's will replace it 
over the counter — FREE! (No 2 - 3 week delay!)

LOUPOT’S BOOKSTORE
North Gate — Across form the Post Office
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TUESDAYS
LADIES NIGHT 

WOMEN: Free 
MEN: $2,00

60 oz. Pitcher $1.75 Lowenbrau 
2 & 4 Tuesdays “Texas Pride”
1 & 3 Tuesdays to be announced
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WEDNESDAYS
BEER BUST NIGHT

WOMEN: $2.00 
MEN: $4.00
Free Draft Beer All Night 
Band: “The Debonaires”

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

FRIDAY, JANUARY /&: Augie Meyers & Western Head Band
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THURSDAYS
HAPPY HOUR NIGHT 

Mixed Drinks at Happy Hour Prices| 
Night Long!!!
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EVERY FRIDAY
Beginning January 26

From Austin, Texas
Jess Demaine & Austin”
Admission: $2.00/Person 
Pitcher Beer: $1.75
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COMING ATTRACTIONS: Johnny Rodriguez, Moe Bandy, Roy Head, 
Dave & Sugar, Augie Meyers & Mundo Earwood.
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