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olo n el is ‘Music Man
By LORI SHULER

Battalion Reporter
It’s 5 p.m. of an autumn weekday on the south side of the Texas 

A&M University campus. The air is filled with the sounds of the 
nstruments of Texas Aggie Band members who are marching, beat- 
ngand blowing in preparation for Saturday’s half-time performance. 

On the fourth floor of Dorm 11, in the corner window that faces the 
Irill field, stands a man who watches and listens intently. Sometime 
luring the practice he says over a loud speaker in a slow, sincere 
mice comparable to that of Santa Claus or Grandpa, “It looks like a 

’OCIETlii nillion bucks, men.”
The man in the window is Lt. Col. Joe Tom Haney and the many 

acets of his life extend far beyond overseeing the daily band practice.
"Colonel Haney,” as he is called by the Aggie Band members, 

ierves as operations officer on the staff of the Texas State Guard, and 
it r Kmmposes music in addition to being director of Texas A&M’s all-male

Haney, who has been director since 1973, says his responsiblities 
-winery andQ <j director of the Aggie Band are of an administrative nature. He is in 
ludder Hieati; jharge of the Fighting Texas Aggie Band, the TAMU Concert Band, 

he Aggieland Orchestra, and travel arrangements, budgets and 
wards for these groups.

Haney said he leaves leadership and discipline aspects of command 
ip the the band officers.

“I come in when there is a problem, ” he said. “The commanding 
officers run the administration of the band as an outfit in the corps. I 

^ty of Teas i lCt as supervisor. ”
Haney came to Texas A&M in 1972 to be associate director of the 

iversityCalm lgg'e Band. Before then, he was a high school band director for 22
ears, 16 of them in Mexia.
Becoming director of the Aggie Band “had been in the back of my 

nind,” said Haney who was an Aggie Band trombone player from 
944-45 before going into the army in the summer of 1945.
He received his bachelor’s degree in music in 1950 from Southern 

pswillbek dethodist University, having gone there because he wanted a music 
legree which he couldn’t get at Texas A&M. Haney also has a mas- 

by tickett! ers degree from Sam Houston State University.
The marching band practices one hour per day Monday through 

[Friday and on Saturday mornings for an hour the day of a home game, 
laney said this small amount of time is sufficient because “we try to 
iractice smarter, not harder. ”

Haney said the thing he enjoys most about his job is “preparing a 
vest T watching it take shape. I enjoy seeing members execute it to
P I C , terfection and then watching it unfold on Saturday.”

“You know, I get excited when the band performs,” Haney said, 
but I’m sure nervous at the first of the week.”
Haney added that he also enjoys being associated with “the fine 

' hobert Ac ien of the Aggie^Band. ”
ii..:. {jancj members are all intensely dedicated to the task at

and,” Haney said.
He said they often help out with what he calls one of his biggest 

hallenges, that of obtaining creative ideas for band half-time drills.
"It’s hard to come up with original maneuvers every week. The 

ien in the band often offer ideas that we can use,” Haney said.
Haney said another challenge of his job is recruiting “to keep num- 

ers and to keep quality as well as quantity.” He said this year there 
it presentss as been both an increase in the quality and the quantity of Aggie 
ter. TbeSiti |an(j members.

Ticket: He attributes the increase in quality to the outstanding quality of 
gh school bands and the musicians they are turning out. - 
The band started the year with 303 members and now has 285. 

laney called this “the best retention ever” and gives credit for this to 
le upperclassmen in the band.
He said the scholastic officer has done an outstanding job control- 

ng freshman study time. The juniors and seniors have given better 
pervision and the sophomores have worked harder and more 

losely with the freshmen.
Outside of his duties as Aggie Band director, Haney is also in 

ian andthel barge of operations for the Texas State Guard which takes much of 
in Room) iis free time.
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“At one time I was spending almost every free weekend of the 
year...with the State Guard,” Haney said. The State Guard has now 
cut down on his responsibilities although he said it still keeps him 
busy.

One top of all of his other activities, Haney is also an accomplished 
composer and arranger of music. Haney wrote a Texas A&M student 
body favorite, “Noble Men of Kyle,” which is dedicated to the band.

He also wrote “Brasso Brillante” which is dedicated to the brass 
section of the band. “March Furioso,” “Blue-Grey Medley” and a 
new tune the band hasn’t played yet entitled “Silver Sabre.”

“The Spirit of Aggieland, ” the school song, and “The Twelfth Man” 
were arranged by Haney as they are played today.

Haney also likes to spend time with his wife, Mary, play golf, fish 
and hunt quail.

“And I’ve just got one problem,” Haney said sadly, “I’ve just got 
one good (hunting) dog and it’s buggin’ me to death.”
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NORTHGATE CULPEPPER PLAZA

hey

Watch Sunday Af
ternoon and Mon
day Night Football 
While Sipping Your 

^ Favorite Drink With 
ALL Your Friends at 
The Aggieland Inn.

BIG Draft beer 25C
SCREEN!!! Highballs SOC

2nd KILLER 
SUNDAY SALE

Open this Sunday, Dec. 3 10-6
FREE REFRESHMENTS 
KILLER PRICES ON 
EVERYTHING IN STOCK!
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75c bar drinks 
40c beer

NORTHGATE (Next to the Dixie Chicken)
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AM/FM STEREO RECEIVER

REG. $550

Continuous power output of 65 watts* per chan
nel, min. RMS at 8 ohms or 85 watts* per chan
nel at 4 ohms from 20 hertz to 20,000 hertz 
with no more than 0.1% total harmonic distortion.
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FRESHMEN
DUE TO A SCHEDULING CHANGE YOU MUST 

HAVE YOUR YEARBOOK PHOTO TAKEN
BEFORE

DECEMBER 8.
MAKEUPS ARE BEING TAKEN

NOW
Sophomore Photos Are Being Taken At The Regular Scheduled 

_ Times — Makeups Taken For Sophomores Jan. 15 - Jan. 25.

MpioiNieerc
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REG. $275

$14995 Continuous power output of 20 watts* per chan
nel, min. RMS at 8 ohms or 20 watts* per chan
nel at 4 ohms from 20 hertz to 20,000 hertz 
with no more than 0.3% total harmonic distortion.

STEREO GRAPHIC EQUALIZER
Unique stereo component for the "tailoring" of all music by crea
tion of an ideal sound field and accurate control of frequency 
response. Complements the sound personalities of stereo car
tridge. microphone, tape equipment and speakers, easily connects 
to existing components. Permits multiple reproduction and re
cording techniques.
Dimensions: 1 6^,,(W)X5%,,(H)X 1 3^6 "(D) Weight: 151b. 3oz.

OJ) r»IOI\HE£EJT
SG-9500

EQUALIZER
REG. $300

$
STEREO HEADPHONES 
Frequency Range: 20— 
20,000Hz Maximum Input 
Power: SOOmW (each channel) 
Features: Dynamic type 
Connection Cord: 8‘2"Weight: 
15oz. (without connection cord)

SE-205
REG. $30
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405 University Dr. Northgate

Leather-like vinyl head band and 
ear pads are used in the 
construction of these 
headphones.

CUSTOM
SOUNDS

__ ___  ___ (NEXT TO

846-5766 3806-A OLD COLLEGE,.RP., BOWLING ALLEY) 846-5803


