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Profs want research findings patented
United Press International

NEW YORK — Not so long ago 
"patent was a dirty word to most 
American university professors.

They argued that scientific dis
coveries by university scientists all 
should go directly into the public 
domain and be available to 
everyone.

Many also were imbued with the 
dassic notion that university scien
tists should engage only in “pure re
search,” science for its own sake, 
leaving to the business world and 
commercial laboratories applied re
search which leads to inventions.

The agricultural and engineering 
school faculties were the first to 
abandon this notion. Now virtually 
all professors believe either they 
personally or the university should 
patent everything useful that is dis
covered on campus. The University 
of Wisconsin’s rich harvest from the 
discovery in its laboratories several 
decades ago of how to fortify milk 
with Vitamin D was the eye opener.

Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, the University of Il
linois, Stanford University and Cor
nell University have been in the 
forefront recognizing how important 
patents can be to a university, both 
financially and as an incentive to the 
scientific faculty to be innovative on 
a practical scale.

Stanford recently revealed that 
since 1970, its office of technology 
and licensing has distributed more 
than $750,000 to faculty members 
from the proceeds of patent 
licenses.

Theodore Wood, manager of 
Cornell s department of patents and 
licensing, said Cornell has received 
more than $1 million in patent 
licensing fees over the past nine 
years. Of this, $768,000 went to fac
ulty members or departments and 
the rest to operate YVood’s office.

Gas price 
rising with 
new rules

United Press International
WASHINGTON— Federal 

energy officials have started drafting 
new natural gas pricing rules that 
will lead to a rapid price hike and an 
extension of federal regulation to in
trastate gas sales soon after Dec.l.

Chairman Charles Curtis of the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Com
mission, calling his agency’s task 
the toughest job in town,” aban

doned regular procedures in the 
interest of speed. He said the new 
rules would be completed by the 
efid of Novtimber.

Curtis told reporters Wednesday 
he expects the bitter controversy 
that marked congressional gas pric
ing debate to spill over into his 
agency’s effort to put the natural gas 
section of the energy bill into effect.

President Carter is expected to 
sign the energy hill soon. Under the 
bill, new gas pricing rules must take 
effect on the first day of the month 
after the bill is signed — probably 
Dec. 1.

As soon as the bill takes effect, the 
government must start removing 
the lid that has held gas prices down 
since 1938. Controls will be ex
tended temporarily to intrastate 
sales, but they will be eliminated 
nationwide by 1985.

Curtis said one of the first steps 
will be authorization of a one-time 
increase in the wholesale price of 11 
trillion feet of gas now in interstate 
pipelines — virtually all of the gas in 
the pipelines — to cover the effect 
of inflation since April 1977, the 
date on which the hill’s price levels 
are based.

Another step will be to publish 
maximum allowable prices for 
premium-priced gas, he said.

After that, Curtis said, most such 
prices will increase slowly at the 
rate of inflation.

Since 1976, Cornell has handled 
its own patent monies. Before that 
they were handled by Research 
Corp. in New York City which rep
resents 300 universities and similar 
institutions on patent matters. The 
fact that this corporation has so 
many clients show how extensive 
the change is in the university fac
ulty attitude toward patents.

It was not just the money that 
changed the professors’ minds. 
They discovered that letting their 
research findings go directly into 
the public domain appeared the 
surest way to stifle them instead of 
encouraging their development into

useful and marketable products.
Cornell’s Wood said the biggest 

spur to this discovery was testimony 
by officials of the federal labor and 
commerce departments and the 
Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare, which pointed out that 
very few firms are willing to try to 
develop products without strong pa
tent protection. They consider it 
much too difficult to make sustained 
profits out of something anyone can 
pick up and duplicate.

These federal officials argued that 
American technology has fallen be
hind European and Japanese 
technology in some respects in re

cent years not for lack of innovation 
but because so many good ideas are 
not immediately put on the market.

Cornell’s graduate business 
school has moved into the patent act 
to spur development of marketable 
products from patents originating in 
the university. A group of students 
obtained $500,000 capital from 
David Abbott, an Ithaca business 
man, to develop and market a 
superior solar energy cell discov
ered by Gregory Williams, a Cor
nell research assistant, after several 
big companies had turned down the 
idea.

Curiously, the action of the Cor

nell group came out of a class as
signment by Professor David 
Ahlers, a banker turned teacher, 
who directed his class to come up 
with a complete plan to develop and 
market an invention.

The students not only came up 
with the plan, they put the show on 
the road.
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HATE DOING 
LAUNDRY?

Let Frannie's do it for you
Aunt Frannies 
Laundromat
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Wc Service 
Calculators

ROTHER’S BOOKSTORE
340 Jersey — At the Southgate

MANOR EA$T 3 THEATRES
MANOR EAST MALL

French’s Care-A-Lot 
School is Now OPEN

YOU ARE INVITED TO INSPECT OUR NEWEST CENTER AND LOOK OVER OUR 
QUALITY PRE-SCHOOL PROGRAMS WHICH INCLUDE: ALL DAY CARE, MORNING 
PRE-SCHOOL PROGRAMS, & AFTER SCHOOL CARE.

TACOS AL CARBON VV 
STEAKS MEXICAN STYLE

11:00 A.M. - 10:00 P.M. 
CLOSED MONDAYS

ALSO, ANNOUNCING 
EVENINGS!

NIGHT CARE EVERY THURSDAY, FRIDAY, AND SATURDAY

960 UNIVERSITY OAKS, C.S.
(BEHIND BEEF & BREW)

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT. 
693-1987 MARY PIAZZA, DIRECTOR

The cure for ^Saturday Night Fever’ 
is to see it again.
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201 DOMINIK ST.-COLLEGE STATION

FIRST ANNUAL 
WORLD-CHAMPIONSHIP 

HAMBURGER EATING 
CONTEST

NOVEMBER 10TH, 5:30 P.M.

TWO ENTRIES PER ORGANIZATION
I.E., CORPS COMPANIES, FOOTBALL TEAM, FRATERNITIES, 

SORORITIES. DORMS. SPORTS TEAMS. ETC.

$5.00 ENTRY FEE FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL; 
PROCEEDS DONATED TO UNITED-WAY

(MALE AND FEMALE DIVISIONS)

1ST PRIZE - $25 & “Champion” Danver’s T-Shirt 
2ND PRIZE $15for your organization fund 
3RD PRIZE $10and FREE Frisbees

ALL CONTESTANTS RECEIVE FREE 
DANVER’S T-SHIRTS

RULES:

1) All the Denver’s 1/3 pound Hamburger’s You Can Eat in 15 min.
2) All Hamburgers should be consumed before attempting another.
3) No “Help from Your Friends" - (Seconds Allowed)
4) Winning Contestant must not get sick on premises.
5) Accurate scales and weighing of remains to determine winners.
6) Judges results will be final.

WORLD’S HAMBURGER-EATING 
CHAMPIONSHIP ENTRY BLANK

ORGANIZATION 
CONTESTANT _
HEIGHT ______
AGE __________

WEIGHT 
SEX ___

(Return Entry Blank to Danver’s Restaurant)

Catch it
PARAMOUNT PICTURES PRESENTS JOHN TRAVOLTA KAREN LYNN CORNEY 

"SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER A ROBERT STIGWOOD PRODUCTION 
Screenplay by NORMAN WEXLER Directed by )OHN BADHA/Vl 

Executive Producer KEVIN McCORMICK Produced by ROBERT STIGWOOD 
Original music written and performed by the BEE GEES 

Soundtrack album available on RSO Records
Po I H II DtXBV SYSTEM I* Re.d the Pzp.ib.i. . r.f.rr>oum Pitiu..m

WALT DISNEY’S 
IRe ^(Jungle

7:15 
9:35
TECHNICOLOR*' l*5
J, • -73 .Voir Disrev Procucvons

PLUS
FANTASY

ON
SKIS

Richard
Dreyfus*-

Moses Wine 
Private 

Detective.
... so go figure
w^the

BisFix
A UNIVERSAL PICTURt 

I tCHNICOLOK#
o«MVl«SAt CiT* SiwOOft imc 

MMMvfO

Skyway Twin
822-3300

7:15
NEW ADVENTURES 

OF SNOW WHITE 
PLUS

FLESH GORDON

7:15

UP IN SMOKE
PLUS

THE BIG BUS

Campus>us 846-6512
COLLEGE STATION

WithaWi'™"”'

.ri9i"’SU'el
never shown

C'«^'iY,ERSal r?E-release - technicolor
1978 UN,vERSAL STUDIOS INC ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

FRI.-SAT. MIDNIGHT 
.POCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW

MSC AGGIE CINEM
A moving story. A romantic story. A story of 
envy hatred, friendship, triumph, and jpve.

■ ANNE
Bancroft

SHIRLEY
MaclAlNE

UieTuntiing point

;ak;
IS THE MOST 
MOVING, THE MOST 
INTELLIGENT, THE MOST 
HUMANE-OH,TO HELL 
WITH IT!-IT’STHE 
BEST AMERICAN FILM 
I’VE SEEN THIS YEAR!”
-VINCENT CAN BY, N.Y. TIMES

AMIKE NICHOLS FILM 
ALANARKIN

Tickets On 
Sale 45 Min. 
Before Movie

Admission 
$1.00 with 
TAMU ID

The coach is waiting for his next beer. 
The pitcher is waiting for her first bra. 

The team is waiting for a miracle.
Consider the possibilities.

nil nnnm _

ejctcfcv
JOSEPH HFLlfft

WALTER
MATTHAU

BOGART FESTIVAL
Tuesday, Nov. 7

The Maltese 
Falcon 
8 p.m.

In A
Lonely Place 

10 p.m.

LMJfn PRODUCTION A MICHAEL RITCHIE FILM

"THE BAD NEWS

Friday & Saturday 
November 3 & 4 

8 p.m.
Rudder Theater

Saturday 
November 4 

Midnight 
Rudder Theater

Sunday 
November 5 

2 p.m.
Rudder Theater Rudder Theater

Wednesday, Nov. 8

The Treasure 
of the

Sierra Madre 
8 p.m. The Caine 

Mutiny 
10:30 p.m.

Rudder Theater

^09999999245861485


