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,ocker room tears
Aggie players react to Bellard’s resignation iMIimMiii
By MARK PATTERSON 

and
STEVE LEE
Battalion Staff

Atapproximately 4 p.m. Tuesday 
vin Tate stepped before the 

xasA&M football team and read a 
written by Emory Bellard to 

e players.
The team was in tears after what 

heard:
I just resigned as head football 

inch. This is the toughest thing 
edone in my life. I’m asking Mr. 
ite to read it to you because I 
luldn’t keep my composure and 

what I want to say. You’re great 
ig men and I love all of you.

The rest of the season will be a 
big challenge for you. Give the 
hes your best and if you can get 

few guys well you can play with 
best of them.
Please try to understand. I know 
t it’s tough to understand, but 

try.”
That's how a coach, who loved 
:h member of his team individu- 

|y, said goodbye. It ended a career 
has A&M that lasted over six

lease

The players were stunned by the 
nouncement. First shock, then

butt

“After playing for him (Bellard) 
four years I feel like I’ve practi- 

lived with the man,” Russell 
ikeska said after the announce- 
ent. "I didn’t find out about it 
itiUp.m. I had no idea.
Football players are suppose to 
big and strong, but there was a

lot of crying going on.
“For all those people who have 

written letters to The Battalion 
against Coach Bellard, they’ve got 
what they deserved. They don’t 
know what kind of a man they’ve 
lost.”

Defensive back Carl Grulich was 
just one of many Aggies who 
couldn’t believe what hadjust hap
pened.

“I’m shocked like the rest of the 
guys,” Grulich said. “I’m having a 
difficult time understanding if 
Coach Bellard quit on his own or 
from pressure from the alumni and 
the University. I never imagined 
he’d resign in the middle of the sea
son.”

Quarterback Mike Mosley, re
cruited by Bellard two years ago to 
become the quarterback in his 
wishbone offense, echoed the disbe
lief felt by Grulich and the rest of 
the Aggie players.

“This is a hard way for him to 
leave after all he’s done for this Uni
versity, ” Mosley said. “Somebody 
as popular as Coach Bellard should 
go out a lot better.

“I know personally he wouldn’t 
quit. He got a lot of pressure from 
people who didn’t know what their 
talking about, from the alumni 
mostly and the student newspaper.

“He doesn’t play. Everybody got 
too greedy. They wanted to win 
every game. They have no self con
trol. ”

When questioned about the day’s 
events, offensive tackle Cody Re- 
ison said, “I don’t have much to say

New Aggie coach Tom Wilson

to The Battalion.”
Defensive end Jacob Green 

likened the loss of Bellard to that of 
a family member.

“I just feel like a member of my 
family has just passed away,” Green 
said. “Mainly because Coach Bel
lard was a member of my family. He 
was a big part of my family.”

The resignation must be felt har
dest by the 16 seniors on this year’s 
squad. After playing three years 
under Bellard they must now adjust 
to a new coach for the last five 
games of their college careers.

“Every time I step on the field 
these last five games I’ll be playing 
for the man,” defensive tackle 
Eugene Sanders said about Bellard. 
“I started here with Bellard and I’ll 
end with Bellard.

"He’s still my head coach.”
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By MARK PATTERSON
Battalion Staff

Most people will blame the 
mini from Texas A&M for the 
reed” resignation of Emory Bel- 

Collegelf d. But word from The Aggie 
'atTp.mi ub, the athletic department’s 

lin source of revenue at Texas 
is that the alumni were, as a ^ ^backing BelUrd.

As far as I know, there was no 
mni pressure put upon Emory 
Hard,” Aggie Club Executive 
:e President Don Brister said 
rtly after Bellard’s resignation. 
id I’m certain that there was no 
ssure put on him by any execu- 
;s of the Aggie Club. ” 

ic Texas A&M athletic depart- 
nt receives income from four 
as; ticket sales, TV-radio reve- 
s, post-season bowl revenue and 
vate donations. The Aggie Club 
rated $785,000 to the depart- 

st Soutlwfent, yet Brister contends the or-

yastheklgs defeat Rice
ill be sho*
ides journo be Texas A&M water polo team 
the mystfli tinued in its winning ways by de- 

ing Rice 16-2 Tuesday night in 
i. Downs Natitorium. 
or the Aggies, Dutchy Kuete- 
, Jim Woodman, Mike Newsom 
Steve Sampson each made 

pals.
[riday the Aggies play the Uni- 
iity of Illinois Chicago Circle at 4 
. and Saturday at noon they play 
'la. Both games are in Wofford 
Pool.

d elemenl 
Room 141 
tsatthedi

party will 
rs are inviti

s at7 p.m.i

ton State al

ganization has no input into the 
workings or decisions reguarding 
Texas A&M athletics.

“The department couldn’t do 
without us,” Brister said. “Well, 
maybe without us, but not without 
the donations.

“We have virtually no pidl with 
the department. They have their 
own problems without us adding to 
them. We have no say in any 
decision-making process.”

As a group. The Aggie Club is si
lent. But individual members seem 
to talk with a loud voice on athletic 
matters. For the past two weeks 
rumors have been circualting that 
the alumni were turning against Bel

lard and that there was a movement 
afoot to buy up the remaining year 
and a half left on his contract. The 
rumors may now be laid to rest.

“The rumor that there were 
people sending us donations to buy 
his contract is completely and abso
lutely false,” Brister said. “I hon
estly thought that the mood against 
Bellard would be greater this week 
than it has been, but it hasn’t.

“People who belong to the club 
usually call and ask who’s hurt and 
won’t be ready for the next game. 
But most of the calls this week have 
been to express disappointment 
over the fact that we’ve lost the last 
two weeks.
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The Cow Hop
RESTAURANT

COWRIE
(Hamburger)

&
SALAD BAR

(with this 
coupon)

"AN AGGIE TRADITION"
EXPIRES 

OCT. 30, 1978

846-1588 317 UNIVERSITY DR. ^
(NORTHGATE)|
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THIS IS 
WHERE 

WE WORK.In Europe, Africa, the Mid- 
East, Asia, the Americas 
Morrison-Knudsen is at work, changing the shape of the 
future. An innovator and leader in the vital construction en
gineering field for over 65 years, M-K is the proven profes
sional team for such demanding projects as energy re
sources development, mining, marine assignments, hospitals, 
industrial and commercial structures, pipelines, transportation 
and much more.
We have a commitment to tomorrow’s needs ... TODAY ... and 
seek forward-thinking people to join our team and meet the tre
mendous challenge of the future.

MORRISON-KNUDSEN - we care about Tomorrow and YOUR 
part in it. On-campus interviews will be held November 9 & 
101 For those who would like to discover our World, contact 
your career placement office today to arrange your appoint
ment.

MORRISON-KNUDSEN COMPANY, INC.
Box 7808
Boise, Idaho 83729
Equal Opportunity Employer

1 Offensive Coordinator Tom Wil
son must step in and pick up the 
pieces for the rest of the season. 
Though the players are still stunned 
by Bellard’s resignation they seem 
to accept Wilson as their new head 
coach.

“It’s funny how you can lose a 
great coach and then, in the same 
day, gain another great coach, 
Mikeska said. “I have a lot of respect 
for Coach Wilson.

“There probably won’t be any of
fensive formation changes, but 
there will be different variations on 
what we’re doing now.”

Only in his second year under 
Bellard, Mosley won the starting 
quarterback job in Bellard’s offense. 
Some thought Mosley would leave if 
Bellard resigned, but the quarter
back put an end to those rumors 
Tuesday.

“Definitely, I’m staying,” Mosley 
said. “I like Coach Wilson and I 
might of had second thoughts about 
anyone else. I love Coach Wilson 
and am so happy for him.”

It’s the job of the entire Texas 
Aggie team to make something out 
of the situation they’re facing the 
remainder of the season. And this 
strange turn of events may prove to 
be valuable to the team’s success 
this season.

“I believe in this team and have 
from the beginning,” Mikeska said. 
“Coach Bellard may have felt that a 
crisis like this would help draw us 
closer together. I think it will.”

LAYAWAY NOW 
FOR CHRISTMAS

WE ACCEPT CHARGES THRU TAMU 
STUDENT FINANCE OFFICE

303 S. COLLEGE 
COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS |

(NEXT TO SKAGGS)
PHONE 846-7769

STORE HOURS 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 

10 A.M.-9 P.M. 
SATURDAY 9 A.M.-6 P.M.

MANOR EAST MALIT
Texas at Villa Maria 

M-F 10-8:30 Sat. 10-6
779-6718

DIAMOND
SOLITAIRE

The classic elegance of 
the traditional diamond 
solitaire in a six prong 
setting. 14 Karat gold

EARRINGS
3/8 CARATS 318-737 

TOTAL WEIGHT

$94Q97— M SUGG. RET.
$419.95

1 /2 CARATS 318-739 

TOTAL WEIGHT

i97$349
PENDANTS

1/2 CARAT 374-173

*379
3/4 CARAT 374-175

*649
DIAMOND BOND
GIVEN WITH EACH PURCHASE

SPECIAL PRICE
DIAMOND
EARRINGS 302-906

14K YELLOW 
GOLD ONLY
.06 CT. TOTAL WEIGHT

Radio/hack
1125 VILLA MARIA 

846-7384
CULPEPPER PLAZA 

693-1444 
10-6 MON.-SAT.

WE SELL 
LOOSE

DIAMONDS

WE MOUNT 
DIAMONDS IN 

COLLEGE RINGS
. ILLUSTRATIONS ENLARGED TO SHOW DETAIL . WE SELL MOUNTINGS

BUY, SELL, RENT . . . 
Battalion Classified Pulls

A Starship
Hallmark Shop 

has bloomed 
Culpepper Plaza

We’re now having our grand opening at your 
newest fun store featuring a full line of colorful 

Hallmark products — greeting cards, partyware, writing 
papers, albums, books, gift wrap. Almost everything a thoughtful 
person needs. And during our Great Grand Opening we have a 

special gift, just for you. Come enjoy! Free decorative gift 
containers, free stationery, key chains and treats for the kids.

C Cv VlLa—

STARSHIP
SHOPS

Our Culpepper store Is next to Weiner’s.


