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He left the Swiss Alps

Ex-skier joins vet staff
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Battalion photo by Susan Wolfenberger

Dr. Joerg Auer checks one of his patients at the Texas A&M 
University vet school. Auer is the associate professor of 
arge animal surgery.

By BECKY DOBSON
Battalion Reporter

To ski or not to ski, that was the 
question.

As Dr. Joerg Auer mulled over 
his career plans, he had to decide if 
he wanted to ski from the peaks of 
the Swiss Alps or work at the feet of 
crippled horses.

Auer was attending the School of 
Veterinary Medicine in Zurich, 
Switzerland, and competing on the 
university’s ski team when he was 
chosen as a candidate for Switzer
land’s national ski team in 1970.

The Switzerland native had 
trained for two years to make the 
team. He had to make a choice be
tween staying in school or joining 
the country’s ski team.

“I was getting farther and farther 
behind in school and I didn’t want to 
forfeit all the time and money I had 
invested,” Auer said.

Auer finished vet school in 1973 
as a top student in one of the biggest 
classes ever to graduate.

Auer is now an associate professor 
in large animal surgery at Texas 
A&M’s College of Veterinary 
Medicine, a post he accepted a 
month ago.

“Vet school is completely differ
ent there (Zurich),” Auer said. “It is 
no problem to get in, but it is harder 
to stay in.”

Applicants must complete one 
year of pre-medical study before 
they are qualified for acceptance 
into vet school. When accepted, 
they must follow a particular cur
riculum for one year. No grades or

tests are ever given.
At the end of the year one com

prehensive exam is given. Students 
that pass the exam begin a second 
year of study. Those that fail must 
take the first year over. This process 
continues for three years.

“Students there don’t gain the 
same clinical and practical ability as 
they do here,” Auer said. “Instruc
tion is basically all theoretical. Most 
students never even get a chance to 
give an injection.”

While attending vet school Auer 
worked closely with the head assis
tant of equine surgery at Zurich. 
Through this work Auer said he 
gained the practical ability lacking 
in the vet school curriculum.

After completing three years of 
vet school, a graduate can set up his 
own veterinary practice although he 
is not entitled to a doctorate degree. 
To receive the degree, the student 
must complete one more year of 
graduate study.

After receiving his Ph.D Auer 
came to America.

“I wanted to see it with my own 
eyes,” Auer said, “not just through 
the Western movies.”

Auer studied in a research fellow
ship in equine anesthesia at the 
University of Missouri for one year. 
He spent the last two years serving 
his residency in large animal 
surgery at the University of 
Pennsylvania.

The Swiss surgeon takes a special 
interest in horses both profession
ally and as a hobby. He is a judge for' 
the North American Trailriders’

Conference. This requires’him to 
evaluate horsemen as they compete 
in trailrides.

He also enjoys a sport popularly 
known in Switzerland as skijoering. 
This requires competitors to race 
across frozen lakes on skis behind 
racehorses.

When asked if this was dangerous 
Auer replied, “Of course, but its 
great fun.”

Auer said he plans to become a 
certified surgeon and is working 
under Dr. David Hanselka, as
sociate professor of large animal 
medicine and surgery, to fulfill the 
certification requirements. After 
two years of work with Hanselka, 
Auer will be examined by the surgi
cal board and be granted or rejected 
his certification.
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SPECIAL
ONLY AT JHE $8
HOUSE OF BOOTS

112 NAGLE •in THE GREYHOUND BUS STATION • NORTHGATE

DON’T EVEN THINKING OF BUYING BOOTS 
UNTIL YOU’VE COMPARED OUR PRICES!

NOCONA BOOTS/CASUAL SHOES 
ASTRO TENNIS SHOES
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Repair frauds 
top Texas list

United Press International
HOUSTON — Auto repair complaints are the most common gripe 

among Texans, a member of the attorney general’s office has told a 
U.S. House subcommittee hearing.

David F. Bragg, chief of the consumer protection division, said his 
office received 2,000 complaints annually on cases involving alleged 
fraudulent or incompetent repair work.

He made the remarks before a consumer protection and finance 
subcommittee hearing held by Rep. Boh Eckhardt, D-Houston.

Edkhardt said consumers nationally are spending $20 billion for 
unnecessary, avoidable repairs.

Bragg said the formal complaints represented about 10 percent of 
the problems actually encountered by owners.

He said one solution to auto repair abuses was a city ordinance, 
such as one adopted in Dallas four years ago. The ordinance used 
licensing to eliminate fraudulent repair shops from the industry.

Eckhardt and Bragg agreed that regulating repair shops should be 
left up to state and local officials and not the federal government.
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CHAPEL
S15 N. Main — 846-6687 
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WE ALSO DRAW YOUR 
'ATTENTION TO OUR WEEKLY ( 

CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION f 
SERVICE

[WEDNESDAY EVENINGS AT 10 P.M
I 
I

WORSHIP SERVICES AT 9:15 A M. AND 10:45 A.Mj 
WORSHIP CELEBRATION AT 6 P.M.

THE FINAL WEEK OF THE 
SOUND CENTER 

SEPTEMBER SELL-A-THON!
Savings of 10%-50% 

Throughout The Store!!!
Get a FREE portable TV 
when you buy

The Kenwood KR-3090
25 watt/channel 
Stereo Receiver

OR
The Technics SA-200

25 watt/channel 
Stereo Receiver

S* i

WITH
A Pair of Webachs IV

2-way Bass Reflex Speakers
Reg. $740.00 FCfor only*495°
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Lilly is premium milk for children. Lilly 
tains more butterfat than the minimui 
lished by law. And that means more proti 
energy for growing young bodies.
Lilly milk is fresher than any brand sold in 
County. Lilly is the only milk produced ai 
aged in Brazos County. So it’s miles (and days) 
fresher. Freshness means longer shelf life in your 
refrigerator and a sweeter, richer taste.
Lilly costs a few cents more than “standard” milk. 
When you buy milk with more protein in it, you 
expect to pay for it. f§ r|[ - . |
Who would pay a premium price for milk? 
Mothers, that’s who.
Look for Lilly in your favorite foodstore. It’s pre
mium milk for kids. 1
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AND SAVE $24000!!
Kenwood KR-4070 Stereo Receiver
40 watts/channel, 20-20 kHz, with no more than .1%

Reg. $315.00 NOW $24995

Kenwood LSK-500 Speakers
12-inch, 3-way Speaker System.

Reg. $340.00 NOW $240°?a pair

Technics, SA-400 Stereo Receiver
45 watts/channel, 20-20 kHz, no more than ,04>T.H.D.
ReS.$33o.oow $26995 r ' \

Technics SL-220 Turntable
Semi-automatic belt-drive turntable with strobe and
speed adjustment. Now*10995

ES 2
PLUS THESE GREAT VALUES:

Technics RS-631 Stereo Cassette Deck
Reg. $300.00 NOW

Konu/ood KX-620 Stereo Cassette Deck *
iVei Reg. $250.00 NOW *J.V-

Kenwood KR-2090 Stereo Receiver Reg. $215.00 now $172 
16 watts/channel

Come By & Register 
For Valuable Prizes In
cluding A Color TV To 
Be Given Away During 
September. entgr

3820 TEXAS AVE. 846-3517
(Next to Randy Sims* Barbeque)

art mono*
[master charge]
L TM« MTIABAMM CA»0 J

Layaways & Financing Available BankAmericarq 
Free Delivery And Installation
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