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Aggie horses are OK

Mazes test horse sense
ells.
to put the By LIZ BAILEY

ne into thepiM Battalion Reporter
ed blood celkB sex doesn’t seem to affect the 
cells will retjBarning abilities oi horses, nor does 
til it is chennapunishment seem to make them 
by scavengeriMarn faster, say two Texas A&M 

■niversity graduate students in 
liinial science.
■ Jean Hagerbaumer and Cindy 
■cCall conducted separate studies 
■iring the past year. Both women
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lien transfei u- d mazes to test the animals, 
like blood,t!H Hagerbaumer said that compar- 
id close the: Bjig the two studies to others may 
zyme. j h id to a more comprehnesive 
this methfcftethod of testing learning in 

■ said. "Ifsin Ihorses.
o undertakfl Hagerbaumer used a maze of her 
her patients Mwn design. “I wanted something 

Biat was very general. I wasn't try- 
|ig to test any special talents.” 

Hagerbaumer said 75 horses bet- 
een 7 and 10 months old were 
sted for their ability to learn to 
istinguish between auditory and 
isual cues. They were also tested to 
termine if punishment inhibited 

heir ability to learn.
In the actual trials, she used four 

roups of horses. Each group con­
sisted of six fillies, six colts and six 
geldings. The horses were chosen 
randomly, without regard for breed.

“I had nothing to do with picking 
fthem. I feel I had a random sample 
hat would represent horses.”

The trial horses were acquired for 
the study from the Texas A&M

MfHorse Center, the Texas A&M 
■School of Veterinary Medicine and 

the Texas Department of Correc- 
ions.
The maze was located in a small 

am at the horse center.
For auditory trials, either a buz- 

er or doorbell was sounded. For 
isual trials a light either flashed or 
emained on constantly. According 
othe signal, the horse learned to go 
bone of two gates. There, the horse

for

had to press a flap which triggered a 
mechanism which opened the gate. 
The horse then was required to go 
to the back of the barn and press 
another of two flaps. The right 
choice caused about one-third cup 
of grain, the horse’s reward, to be 
deposited in a feed trough.

In two of the four trials, if the 
horse went to the wrong gate or 
pressed the wrong flap, nothing 
happened.

In the other two trials, the horses 
were punished by being sprayed 
with a fine mist of water when they 
made wrong responses. Hager­
baumer said, “Some (horses) got 
upset if they made the wrong choice 
and didn’t know what to do about 
it.”

Hagerbaumer said all of the 
horses seemed to enjoy the trials 
very much. On several occasions, 
horse were found trying to unlatch 
the barn door to get in.

Each horse was put through four 
trials for 25 consecutive days. Each 
horse was assessed a score according 
to how long it toqk to complete the 
trial and how many errors it made, 
she said.

The scores of fillies, colts and 
geldings were compared. Hager­
baumer said she found no difference 
in the learning ability of one group 
over another; in fact, each group 
was represented in the three high­
est scoring horses.

Judging the results of her study, 
Hagerbaumer said the horses which 
were not punished did better than 
those which were. She said, 
“Punishment didn’t make them 
learn any faster.’’ Neither did it 
make them pay more attention to 
the signals, she said.

Cindy McCall adapted the Hebb 
Williams Closed Field Maze for 
horses.

The maze was invented in 1946 to

test the learning ability of rats.
The maze was built in the Horse 

Center’s Teaching Arena. It covered 
72 square feet and had plywood 
walls six feet tall. There were bar­
riers, also of plywood, inside the 
walls which could be moved by the 
experimenter.

In her study, McCall used three 
groups of 15 yearlings. There were 
five geldings and five fillies in each 
group that had been used in Hager­
baumer s study. There were another 
five fillies in each group that had 
never been used in a behavior 
study.

During the first three days of the 
study, McCall allowed each horse to 
roam around the maze to get used to 
it.

On the fourth day, the horses 
were herded from the start to the 
finish to teach them where they 
should go.

On the fifth through tenth days, 
McCall said each horse did one 
training problem per day. Nine 
trials per horse were done each day.

In the training arid test problems 
the horses were put through to 
teach them what to expect, McCall 
said the horses were turned loose 
individually in one corner of the 
maze. The horse’s problem was to 
find its way around the barriers and 
to the opposite corner of the maze. 
When it reached the corner, it was 
fed a small amount of grain.

On days 11 through 22, each 
horse was given a daily test prob­
lem.

McCall scored the horses accord­
ing to how accurately each deter­
mined the proper pathway around 
the barrier.

McCall said she hasn’t made any 
conclusions yet since the problems 
were done only about three months 
ago.
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Elegance of Lifestyle
Located in the prestigious Briarcrest 
Estates, the Courtyards of Briargreen 
offer a rare opportunity for elegant living 
with a design flexibility to make these 
homes distinctive and unique.

Set free from the traditional front yard, 
back yard orientation, courtyard homes 
provide internal privacy via side yards, 
internal atriums and courtyards.

These courtyard homes reflect an ex­
clusive personality and are strategically 
located to provide easy access to 
educational, recreational, shopping and 
medical services. Because the need for 
home maintenance and yard care is 
reduced, more time is available to enjoy 
golf, tennis and other recreational 
activities at the adjacent country club.

Traditional elegance and luxury with a 
personality of today. The Courtyards of 
Briargreen offer both.

Building Crafts, Inc. 
846-4784

Jan-Wic Homes, Inc. 
693-3955

E. Earl Merrell Jr. & Assoc. 
822-1979

Joe Courtney, Inc. 
846-5796

Developed by Classic, Inc.

Mexican 
subways 
split sexes

United Press International
MEXICO CITY — Mexico’s ex­

periment with the world’s first sexu­
ally segregated subways got off to a 
rather bumpy start Monday.

Officials contended separating the 
sexes during rush hour was neces­
sary to save women from the fanny- 
pinching, fondling and other 
chauvanistic assaults they suffer in 
Mexico City’s overcrowded subway 
trains and stations.

Men were separated from the 
women Monday on one of the city’s 
three subway lines as an experiment. 
If successful, it may be followed by 
enforced segregation on the other 
two lines by 1980.

“Where’s my husband,” Elena 
Garcia, 50, complained to a police­
man. “I lost my husband about one 
hour ago and I can’t find him.”

Couples got separated and depar­
tures were delayed as police spent 
time removing men from the first 
three women-only cars of each 
nine-car train.

Reactions were mixed.
“Thank God for the program. We 

were fed up with the shoving and 
grabbing and with the men’s dirty 
language,” said 19-year-old student 
Patricia Arrieta.

“Bottom pinching and caressing of 
women won’t stop,” said Jose Luis 
Eseorcia, 29, a chemical engineer. 
“It’s part of the Mexican’s culture.

Another man, Alberto Serrano, 
37, complained: “Most of the subway 
users are men and now they’re trying 
to pack us into the last six cars. It 
won’t work.’’

Now you know
United Press International

Dirty snow melts faster than clean 
snow.
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THE C.B. 
SHOP

'Everything For the CB'ERS" 

SANYO Stereo 
Jensen Speakers 

| Hitachi t.v. and stereo 
C.B. & Stereo repair

I
1 904 S. Texas Bryan, Tx. 77801

1-713/779-1036

■ COBRA WARRANTY STATION 
VISA & Mastercharge accepted.
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Everybody agreed the best­
selling Monitor Jr. by Infinity 7M 
was outstanding.

Everybody agrees Quantum 
Jr. is even better in its concert- 
hall realism. The musicians 
“appear” laterally, and in depth 

How did Infinity improve on 
success? With a new tweeter

AUDIO

— their superlative and exclu­
sive Electromagnetic Induction 
Tweeter, or EMIT.™ With their 
advanced Q-woofer™. With a 
blend of technology and love 
of music.

With pleasure, we feature 
Quantum Jr.

707 Texas Ave., College Station, Texas 77840 
(713) 846-5719
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Lilly is premium milk for children. Lilly milk con­
tains more butterfat than the minimums estab­
lished by law. And that means more protein, more 
energy for growing young bodies.
Lilly milk is fresher than any brand sold in Brazos 
County. Lilly is the only milk produced and pack­
aged in Brazos County. So it’s miles (and days) 
fresher. Freshness means longer shelf life in your 
refrigerator and a sweeter, richer taste.
Lilly costs a few cents more than “standard” milk. 
When you buy milk with more protein in it, you 
exoect to pay for it.
Who would pay a premium price for milk? 

», that’s who.
Look for Lilly in your favorite foodstore. It’s pre­
mium milk for kids.


