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Conigliaro wants third try at DH ji
United Press International

NEW YORK — Tony Conigliaro 
is going to give it another try.

He wants to make another com
eback, No. 3 for him, and asks you 
to give him one good reason why he 
can’t do it.

If Muhammad Ali thinks he can 
become the first man in boxing his
tory to win the world heavyweight 
title three times, Tony Conigliaro 
thinks he has an even better chance 
of becoming the first man in 
baseball history to win a designated 
hitter’s job with some American 
League club on his third crack.

Why not? He’s three years 
younger than Ali. And he’s in better 
physical shape. All you have to do is 
look at him.

This isn’t one of those impulsive 
decisions on his part, something 
that suddenly popped into his mind 
while he was lying in bed one night 
or sitting in a barber’s chair having 
his hair styled.

The former Boston outfielder has 
given the matter a lot of thought and 
is thoroughly confident he can help 
some club with his bat. He’s sure he 
can.

Everytime I see Carl Yas-

trzemski hit a home run, everytime 
I see Ron Fairly or Willie McCovey 
get a big base hit, I say to myself, 
‘Hey, Conigliaro, you can still do 
the same thing. You may have four 
more good years left,” says Tony C.

Yaz will be 39 next month; Fairly 
and McCovey both are 40. Conig
liaro is younger than all of them at 
33. He generally played at 190 with 
the Red Sox. Right now, he weighs 
187 and he not only looks fit, but is 
fit because he works at it.

For the past two years and 10 
months, Conigliaro has been a 
sportscaster as well as a partner with

his younger brother, Billy, in a ban
quet wedding facility and golf 
course in Nahunt, Mass.

He’s now working for KGQTV in 
San Francisco, owned and operated 
by ABC, and it has been three years 
since he last wore a Red Sox uni
form.

Today, he’s going to wear one 
again.

He’ll be at Fenway Park in Boston 
where a TV crew will be recreating 
the near tragedy which forced Con
igliaro out of baseball for more than 
a year on Aug. 18, 1967. That was 
the day he nearly lost his left eye

after being hit by a pitch thrown by 
Jack Hamilton, and the episode is 
part of a new TV series called 
“Comeback” that also will focus on 
the careers of Frank Sinatra and 
Freddie Fender, the noted country 
western singer, among others.

When you talk to Tony Conigliaro 
about the “coincidence” of his own 
planned comeback and the title of 
th e new TV series he’s doing, and 
raise the question the whole thing 
may be nothing more than a public
ity stunt to plug the show, he 
doesn’t overreact one bit.

“All I can sav is at this moment, in

all seriousness. I’m contemplating a 
third comeback in baseball, he 
says. “People can think what they 
like, but I know the feeling I have in 
my heart.

“I was doing some interviews in 
connection with my job at the Mets’ 
Old Timers’ Day celebration Satur
day and I talked with Willie Mays, 
Don Larsen, Pete Runnels and Ron 
Hunt among others. Most of them 
were playing that two inning game 
they have for fun and a chance to lie 
recognized as athletes again. But 
when I walked out on the field, my 
mind was telling me, Tony, get
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