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Exportation losses lower

Cattle death toll cut
The high death toll which claims 

about half of the cattle exported 
from the United States to Central 
and South America can now be 
greatly reduced with a new pre
immunization procedure developed 
at the Institute of Tropical Veteri
nary Medicine in the battle against 
Texas tick fever and anaplasmosis.

“We have seen death losses run
ning 40 percent or higher and in 
countries where these diseases are 
prevalent reduced to as few as one 
or two percent, explained Dr. Gil- 
bertoS. Trevino, director of the In
stitute located on Texas A&M Uni
versity campus.

The concept is the injection of 
virulent organisms of tick fever or 
anaplasmosis, or both, into beef or 
dairy cattle about three weeks be
fore shipment from the United 
States. These animals develop a 
mild case of the disease, or diseases, 
and after reaching their destination 
where the diseases are prevalent, a 
challenge by a vector is unsuc
cessful.

“This same procedure for im
munization is not applicable to cat
tle which remain in the United 
States, Dr. Trevino assured, “be
cause pre-immunization makes 
these cattle carriers of the diseases.

Dr. Trevino, a former veterinar
ian with the U.S. Army, said that 
Mexico is teeming with the dis
eases.

Although Texas generally eradi- 
| cated tick fever, ticks are rearing 
their ugly heads to cause another 
threat of fever. The fever 
threatened to put the cattle industry

out of business some 40 or 50 years 
ago. It was brought under control 
through mandatory dipping that 
triggered much strife between cat
tlemen and health officials, includ
ing dynamiting of some dipping 
vats.

Anaplasmosis is transmitted by 
ticks and other biting arthropods 
and aggressive blood-sucker type 
flies. Both diseases are caused by 
(single cell) protozoa which get into 
the bloodstream and destroy blood 
cells.

Til guarantee that 40 or 50 out of 
every shipment of 100 animals will 
die from babesiosis or anaplasmosis 
after they reach their destination in 
Central or South America, if the 
animals are not protected,’ said 
Trevino. “If a buyer pays, say 
$1,000 per animal, and breeding 
bulls are generally much higher, 
this means that he would lose 
$40,000 to $50,000 before getting a 
pound of beef or a gallon of milk for 
his investment.

Dr. Trevino said that the pre
immunization costs $50 per animal, 
meaning an addition of $5,000, but 
would reduce losses to one or 
maybe two animals, or $1,050 or 
$2,100 on a $105,000 pre
immunized investment.

Texas cattlemen sold in excess of 
one-third of the 25,978 cattle which 
moved through the state’s export 
facilities in 1977, according to Dr. 
H.Q. Sibley, executive director of 
the Texas Animal Health Commis
sion. Total livestock sales, including 
horses and other animals, was 
$50,466 during 1977.

Dr. Trevino cited the case of 
dairymen in Colombia who had 500 
head pre-immunized with no deaths 
reported.

To prepare for immunization Dr. 
Trevino and his stalf remove the sp
leen from a calf under anesthesia. 
After the calf recovers, virulent or
ganisms of babesiosis or anaplas
mosis are injected into the jugular 
vein.

The animal is observed closely for 
packed-cell volume, body tempera
ture and parasitemia. When the lat
ter peaks at 18 to 21 days, blood is 
harvested for laboratory preparation 
and infection into animals to be ex
ported.

Dr. Trevino said that shipments 
of animals should be concentrated 
before and after the injections in 
specific tick-free facilities, such as 
the one in Houston.

“About four weeks is required 
from injection for the animal to de
velop enough antibodies to give pro
tection when arriving in a country 
where these diseases are preva
lent,’’ said Trevino. “These are in
jections for either or both the dis
eases.’’

Institute veterinarians will travel 
to any location where the pre
immunization is to be administered 
to cattle.

Dr. Trevino said that many years 
will be required for development 
and training of people in private 
enterprise to apply this system of 
immunization, thereby reducing 
costs. Currently it is economically 
wise to pay $50 per head for the 
pre-immunization.
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Dr. Gilbert S. Trevino and his staff at the 
Institute of Tropical Veterinary Medicine at 
Texas A&M University have developed a 
pre-immunization for Texas fever tick and

anaplasmosis. This method will bring cattle 
death toll losses down to one or two percent in 
the United State’s exportation to Central and 
South American countries, Trevino says.
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Now You Know
United Press International

Clarence Darrow had only one 
year of formal law education.

THE BATT 
DOES IT 
DAILY

Monday through 
Friday

Redbone Jeans • Redbone Jeans • Redbone Jeans • Redbone Jeans

Just in time for summer .
New Terri Cloth 
Shorts For Ladies 
by JELLY BEANS

plus New Summer Tops for 
Ladles

— Come in & get your graduation presents now —

REDBONE JEANS
846-5580 Hi BOYETT

I______ I sueap auoqpay • sueap auoqpay • sueap auoqpay • sueap auoqpay
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BOOKS
. for Mom’s! 
. for Grads!

HARDBACK BOOK SALE
Top Quality Gift Books 

50% to 70% off list price

TEXAS A&M 
BOOKSTORE

Memorial Student Center

Officials recruiting farmers
United Press International

City and county officials are 
trying to find foster farmers for 
about 200 chickens.

The only requirements are 
that the chickens remain uneaten 
for at least a year and that weekly 
samples of blood be sent to the

Dallas County health office.
As an incentive, each farmer 

will also receive $1 and 100 
pounds of free chicken feed for 
each bird accepted.

The chickens are part of a 
county wide health project to de
termine whether encephalitis
carrying mosquitoes are in the

“I don’t know why but we usu
ally detect encephalitis in chick
ens before anyone gets it,” said 
county health officer Dr. Allen 
Fain.

The chickens do not become ill 
from the encephalitis — a dis
ease affecting the nervous system

— since they develop antibodies. 
And it’s the presence of these an
tibodies in the chicken blood 
which alerts health officials to the 
presence of encephalitis in the 
area.

Once alerted, a mosquito 
spraying program could be put in 
immediate effect. 

We Take Care Of 
Our Customers!

If your calculator’s gone out right be
fore your exams, we’ll fix it or loan 

you another one ’til it is fixed. 
Calculators

Batteries • Accessories 
We Do It All

We want your problems as well 
as your business.

Loupot’s Bookstore Northgate- 
Across from 

the Post 
Office

t/lpart meats

_/•-
Exercise Rooms

(Men A Women) __ ___
J Swimming Pools ~ M r _ 1,2,3 Bedrooms
Sauna Baths rornished and Unfurnished
Tennis A Volleyball Courts 
Recreafmn Center

4-one month rent free apartments to be 
given away for anyone who signs a summer 
or a summer/fall lease. Special discounted 
summer rates available. You must sign be
fore April 29. (Drawing will be held at 4th 
annual bar-b-q April 29.)

Call Now For Information
893-3014 1202 mu,, jo 693-2933

Huntsville Hmy.

The Colonel's

EVERYDAY PICNIC SPECIALS2
PIECE SPECIAL
* 2 PIECES OF CHICKEN
* MASHED POTATOES AND GRAVY
* ONE ROLL

.994
42

STORE HOURS:
Fridoy............40 a.m.-IO p.m.
Saturday. . . . 40 a.m.-40 p.m.
Sunday............40a.m.-9p.m.
Monday..........40a.m.-9p.m.
Tuesday..........40 a.m.-9 p.m.
Wednesday. . 40 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Thursday......... 40 a.m.-9 p.m.

PIECE SPECIAL
* f2 PIECES OF CHICKEN
* i PINT OF COLE SLAW
* i PINT OF MASHED POTATOES
* y2 PINT OF GRAVY
* 6 ROLLS$5.49

K«nti<«ky fried ^kiilcen
3320 Texas Ave., Bryan 

110 Dominik Dr., College Station

If you are being 
commissioned 
You may want to join 
the Bank of A&M’s 
World-Wide program.
When you go on active duty, yotrr&SPRkmg 
requirements will change dramatically.
You’re going to move around the world.
Your need for credit and for cash will be 
quite different from your classmates who 
return to their hometown to work and live.
And the penalties for record keeping er
rors are more severe for military officers 
than most (if not all) other professions.
The World-Wide Department of the Bank of A&M was conceived to meet the needs of A&M 
officers on active duty. The department is staffed by Aggies with first hand experience of TDY, 
overseas movement, car financing in a foreign city, check-cashing problems at a military 
installation, allotments, telephone transfers, etc.

The World-Wide program includes all the features of the so-called “military banks”: direct 
paycheck deposit, telephone loan service, write your own loan program, overseas car financ
ing, automatic transfers from checking to savings (and visa versa), credit cards, overdraft 
protection . . . plus personal service by senior bank officers with career military experience 
and Aggie know-how.
Visit the Bank of A&M today (or some day of convenience) before your commissioning date to 
learn how the Bank of A&M’s World-Wide Department can be of service to you.

uk\
The Bank of A&M

111 University Drive/College Station/846-5721
Col. Robert W. Elkins ’51 (USAF-Ret.)

member/fdic


