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Whizzing speed, a hazard

Skateboard injuries up
United Press International

SAN ANTONIO — The human 
body was not constructed to endure 
high speed crashes which can and 
do happen when a person decides to

t
g whiz up to 60 miles an hour on a tiny 
■ skateboard, according to a local 
■ specialist in sports medicine.

The sport is enjoyed by those who 
like pavement whizzing by inches 
from their bones, and skateboarding 
generates a sensation of freedom 
and excitement. But an increasing 
number of cerebral concussions, 
fractures, soft tissue bruises and in
juries to internal organs are being 
reported at hospital emergency 

rooms around the nation.
Dr. Kaye Wilkins, a clinical as
sociate professor of orthopedics at 
the University of Texas Health Sci
ence Center, says the medical 
community is becoming more con
cerned about skateboarding as it be
comes more popular with the 
younger set.

Wilkins and Dr. Mel Thornton 
compiled statistics on injuries suf
fered in unorganized sports for 
presentation recently to the Ameri
can Academy of Pediatrics and is 
helping the Academy prepare a pol
icy statement on skateboarding 
which woidd lay down some 
guidelines for the sport.

“We re trying to educate the pub
lic and the physicians,” Wilkins 
said.

Types of orthopedic and neuro
logical injuries that were seldom 
seen in emergency rooms in years 
past now are nearly everyday occur
rences, he said. Since J973, there 
have been more than 35,000 
emergency cases resulting from 
skateboard accidents nationally, an 
increase of five- or six-fold over re
cent years.
A majority of the patients were 
between the ages of 11 and 20 with 
injuries involving the lower arm.
Wilkins said most of the injuries 
were not disabling, but many may 
lead to long term limitation in other 

sports activities as well as high med- 
lay, Colical expenses.
:y.” E If children are going to use 
it eniAkateboards, they must wear safety 
easinjfigear such as gloves, knee and elbow 

re are pads and lightweight helmets, 
Wilkins said. “Choosing a good 
quality skateboard and learning the 
hazards involved with the sport are 

important too.
“With children new exposure to 
this sport, wrist, knee, and arm in
juries are happening more fre
quently."
New designs and modification of

e
 skateboards have increased their 

popularity, making them faster arid 
more maneuverable with speeds up 

to 60 mph, he said.
But hard surfaces, lack of braking 
mechanisms, and the absence of

safety guards increase the severity 
of accidents.

Although it looks easy, Thornton 
said, youngsters often take unneces
sary risks when performing stunts 
and adults may attempt to ride 
skateboards designed for small chil-
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AGGIE PLAQUES 
$12.95

Unfinished $2.00

AGGIE BOOK ENDS 
$17.50 pr.

Unfinished $3.00 pr.

GIFT-A-RAMA
Red

dren.
For that reason, sidewalk and 

random incline skateboarding are 
being replaced by large skateboard 
parks where riders with beginning, 
intermediate and advanced skills 
can ride with fewer safety hazards.

‘BriariiHNNf
•JlpartMcats

1, 2, 3 Bedrooms 
Furnished and Unfurnished

_/• -
Exercise Rooms

(Men • Women)
2 Swimming Pools ~’ ■*'
Sauna Baths 
Tennis & Volleyball Courts 
Recreation Center
4-one month rent free apartments to be 
given away for anyone who signs a summer 
or a summer/fall lease. Special discounted 
summer rates available. You must sign be
fore April 29. (Drawing will be held at 4th 
annual bar-b-q April 29.)

Call Now For Information
693-3014 1x12 HwyM 693-2933

Huntsville Hwy.

EDBLOSE
* Annual*

Pool Tournament
April 28 & 29
Be a billiards

champion
Check with 

MSC
bowling & games 

for details

Sponsored by MSC Rocroation
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• CUSTOM 

EXHAUST
• SHOCK 

ABSORBERS

• AMERICAN OR 
FOREIGN CARS

• TRAILER 
HITCHES

BRYAN MUFFLER SHOP
1309 S. COLLEGE 822-2612

CHARLES S. KINARD (OWNER) - CLASS OF '57 (SUPPORTING A&M)

ASK ABOUT OUR CONDITIONAL LIFETIME GUARANTEE!

Mon.-Fri. 
11 til 2 
5 til 10

F°?T Sat. & Sun. 
11:30 til 2:30 

5 til 10

ShiLotf
STEAKHOUSE

SPECIAL OF THE MONTH 
Weekday Noon

$1.75 

$2.95 
$2.95

SALAD BAR 
OR

CHICKEN FRIED STEAK 
OR

CHOPPED SIRLOIN

Both include trip to our 
famous salad bar

2508 TEXAS AVE. S. 693-1164

Are Yoiir Shoes Ready to Run in the 
Second Annual TAAAU Marathon? 

if not, try....

Waffle Trainer
___________ Lady Waffle Trainer

Waffle Trainer — for men and 
women. NIKE'S most popular train 
ing flat. The patented sole provides 
cushion, traction and comfort. Heels 
are flared for stability and beveled 
for shorten lever action of foot.
Women's
sizes 5 10; $OQ95
Men, 7 13.' £9

Coming Soon: NIKE ID 1000 V

^BROOKS

Villa novo
For Men and Women
Nylon uppers padded ankle and heel 
collars. Foam rubber arch support 
and suction cup treads.

$2095

Sport International®
Running gear.
European Cut Shorts *10.95 
Matching Nylon and Mesh 
Shirts *9.95

“Rockette”
for women only

The new Puma Rockette — 
for women only. It isn't just 
a smaller copy of a man's 
shoe. It was designed from 
scratch to be a women's 
shoe and built on a special 
women's form that's 
narrower. Try one now.

$2595

Pick up your registration forms here.
for the Second Annual 

jTJjL- TAMU Marathon H!

Locker Room
. wV-U“Sporlshoes Unlimited”

822 Villa Maria (across from Manor East Mall) Open Mon.Sat. 9.30-6

IWflitTilM OAKS
APARTMENTS

ATTENTION APARTMENT HUNTERS!
SUMMER LEASES

“30% DISCOUNT”
You can SAVE up to $374.00 when you sign a 
summer lease. Please come by today and see how 
much we can help you save.

Furnished & Unfurnished 
Efficiency, 1, 2 & 3 
Bedroom Apartments 

All Utilities Included 
No Escalation Clause or 

Fuel Adjustment Charge 
24 Hour Emergency 

Maintenance Service

Two' Swimming Pools 
Tennis Courts 
Party/Meeting Room 
Health Spas, including 

Saunas for Men & Women 
Three Laundry Rooms

Rental office open Monday through Friday 9-6 
Saturday 10-5 Sunday 2-5

693-1110 1501 Hwy. 30 693-1011

Porta—Boogie 
“Instant Party'

Sound & Light

)/~i Richard Moore 
D.J.-KTAM

(713) 822-1240

Paul Hays, Jr. 
Engineer

(713) 693-2814
O

SEE THE EXPERTS AT 
PILGER TIRE & AUTO 

JOIN THE MOVE TO
rHTMTTTTu

205-15XWW Regular Price- *86.47 
Sale Price 6495 Plus FET-2.91

215-15 XWW Regular Price-‘91.70 

Sale Price 7195 Plus FET-3.13

225-15XWW Regular Price-*95.56 

Sale Price 8095 Plus FET-3.29

PILGER’S
TIRE & AUTO CENTER

400 E. UNIVERSITY OR 
COLLEGE STATION, TX, 846 1729
Mon.-Fri 10-9 • Sat. 10-7

1&E
Texas Ave! a^vlha^llaria UOU

cm atteiuL

A Great Selection 
of Famous Maker 
junior Swimsuits

Sun-struck colors in one-piece maillots, two piece 
bikinis, bandeaus, keyholes, and five-way bra 
styles in solids, prints, stripes and tri-tones. 
Most in smooth-fitting, comfortable Lycra (R) 
spandex from America's top names.

1500to3500

*On the Beach 
*Bobbie Brooks

*High Tide 
* Daffy

* Barefoot Miss


