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Hovercraft to replace ferries
United Press International

NEW YORK — The hovercraft, 
hardly more than an inventor’s 
dream as recently as 20 years ago, 
soon may expand from high-speed
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sea-ferry service into containerized 
freight.

This prediction comes from Roy 
McLeavy, an editor of the authorita
tive Jane’s maritime yearbooks in 
London.

Noting in his foreword to Jane’s 
Surface Skimmers 1978 that hover
craft ferries now have carried mil

lions of passengers and 1.5 million 
automobiles across the English 
channel, McLeavy predicted that 
freight hovercraft of up to 1,000 tons 
in size will be built in the not distant 
future.

He said, however, the freight
carrying sea-skimmers may not be 
fully amphibious as ferries and mili-
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tary hovercraft are.
Incidentally, McLeavy used the 

term hovercraft generically, indicat
ing that England’s leading maker of 
the craft, technically known as either 
air cushion vehicles or ground effect 
machines, has about lost its fight to 
preserve hovercraft as a proprietary 
name.

Before the hovercraft starts replac
ing deep draft coastal freighters, 
McLeavy said he expects a great ex
pansion of its use as a passenger and 
automobile ferry. He said the 
world’s fleet of conventional fer
ryboats is aging and the operators are 
eager to replace them with hover
craft because of the sea skimmers’ 
high speed, smaller crews, lower 
first cost and easy maneuverability.

Years ago a wit described the 
skimmer sarcastically as “a solution 
looking for a problem.” McLeavy 
cautioned that, while the hovercraft 
has proved completely reliable, it is 
no miracle vehicle for all kinds of sea 
tranport.

He implied that the hovercraft is 
winning out over the hydrofoil for 
commercial uses. The difference is 
that, while the hovercraft rides close 
to the water on a cushion of air and is

driven by air jets, the hydrofoilridfi 
on pontoon legs and is driven Ij 
-water propellers. Hydrofoils alsoan 
being used with great success assn 
ferries.

McLeavy sees growing use ofb< 
hovercraft and hydrofoil ferries is 
the Americas and Asia as wellasii 
northern Europe.

In his annual report, the 
editor said naval and military used 
both hovercraft and hydrofoil shipss 
growing fast. He predicted hove 
craft will largely replace displace 
ment hull ships for mine-laying aid 
mine-sweeping, most patrol u 
and for amphibious assault op 
tions.

He also said sales of hydrofoilcnf 
in 1977 were the biggest in the is 
dustry’s 25-year history, withpr 
uction in Europe, the United State 
the Soviet Union, Japan, Hongfei 
and Singapore. China and Israeli' 
also likely to get into the business,In 
said.

The biggest hydrofoils are tt 
U.S. 2,400-ton Grumman ocei 
going naval craft, the 250-passene 
Soviet Kometa and the Russian 0 
clone, a missile attack hydrofoil® 
being tested in the Baltic.
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IT'S THAT GOOD!

A unique blended sandwich containing 3 cheeses, 3 meats toasted 
to perfection on Schlotzsky's special bread. Garnished with ripe olives, 
garden fresh vegetables, and other goodies.

EAT IN OR CARRY OUT:

100 S. TEXAS AYE. 
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We Take Care Of 
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If your calculator’s gone out right be
fore your exams, we’ll fix it or loan 

you another one ’til it is fixed. 
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GRAND OPENING 
GET-ACQUAINTED SALE!

In-Dash Cassette Stereo - Matrix 
Player with AM/FM/MPX Radio

(Reg. $149.95)

$9995

At Bryan-College Station’s Newest & Most Complete Car Stereo Center!

I PRESIDENT 
“HONEST ABE

40-Channel CB

Model T601

Under-Dash 8-Track Stereo 
Matrix Player with FM/MPX Radio

Model (Sugg. List

S-200 $16995)
$89

f All 7.98 8-Tracks tf* K59
(Thru Saturday)& Cassettes

PLUS THESE ALBUM & TAPE SPECIALS '
WINGS.............................. “London Town”

....................TAPE $5.49 LP $4.99

JETHRO TULL............... “Heavy Horses”
................... TAPE $5.79 LP $5.39

CARLY SIMON.............. “Boys In The Trees” New! 
................. TAPE $5.49 LP $4.99

HF ART^ Am M- A •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
“Magazine”

................. TAPE $5.99 LP $5.95

O.J.’s.................................. “So Full Of Love”

GENESIS.......................... “And Then There Were 3” 
................. TAPE $5.79 LP $5.39

V440 Custom
Power Play 6” X 9

(List $49.95)

(10 oz. 
magnets)

99

Speakers $^995
a pair

magnets)V460 Custom Power
Play 6" X 9" Coaxial

Speakers$64^5^ 51 95a pair

V461 Custom 
Power Play 6” X 9 
Coaxial Speakers

$589S

99
(20 oz. 
magnets)

(Reg. $74.95) a pair

A COMPLETE LINE OF CB 
ACCESSORIES FROM HUSTLER &

ANTLER VS’ CB ANTENNA
INCLUDING 
THE NEW K40 (Guaranteed to transmit further 

than any other on the market.)

1 YEAR OVER-THE-COUNTER 
WARRANTY ON ALL SANYO & 
JENSEN EQUIPMENT

JENSEN
Surface
Mount
Speakers

C-9927

List $89.95 
a pair

Now $5695 a pair

99

Digital readout, variable mike gain control, automatic noise limiter, RF 
control and delta tune, PA and external speaker jacks.

List Price $109.95

Now
$9095

SANYO
FT1490 A 

AM/FM Cassette 
Player with Dolby
Dolby noise reduction, 
automatic reverse, loudness 
button, biamp, 12 watts/ 
channel.

‘Top of the Line’

List $209.95

$
Now

17995

SANYO Triaxial Speakers^

fSoundtronics j
SP-770 List $99.95 a pair Now Jf a Pa*r

MAXELL & TDK TAPES • TV ACCESSORIES • SOUND GUARD 
PRE-RECORDED 8-TRACKS & CASSETTES • TURNTABLE

REPLACEMENT NEEDLES
GRAND OPENING THROUGH SATURDAY, APRIL 22

At the Triangle where Old College Rd. meets South College 
(Across from Chicken Oil Co. & next to Tri-State Sporting Goods)
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