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‘No one ever has more than two drinks’
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(continued from page 8)
their feelings. They’re angry. 
They’re being punished in public for 
a crime that has heavy social conse
quences. And many deny they ever 
committed such a crime.

“I can’t answer these questions 
about my drinking habits — I’ve 
never been drunk before,” mutters 
an elderly woman in the back of the 
room.

“I never had more than two 
drinks, responds a man sitting near 
her.

Jim laughs. He doesn’t laugh very 
often. “No one ever has more than 
two drinks folks,” he says.

Jim has been leading these courses 
in Brazos County since September 
1976. About 400 people have par
ticipated in the program since it be
gan. In the past 18 months there 
have been only four repeat offen
ders, those who have gone through 
the class and later been convicted of 
another D.W.I. Probation officers 
claim this class has greatly reduced 
the number of repeat ofienders. But 
Jim says this record doesn’t really say 
much about the program.

“The observation is just not valid; 
statistically it’s very weak,” Jim ex
plains. “I’d like to be able to show 
that the class has greatly affected the 
number of repeat offenders but we 
really don’t have the right statistics 

'Pbi to prove it.” He adds that since the 
class has only been meeting for 18 
months, many of those in the first 
class are just now getting off proba
tion.

“They are just now becoming 
likely to get into the position where 
they would be anested for another 
D.W.I.,” he says. According to the 
law, when you are on probation you 
are not to enter any place where al
coholic beverages are sold or served.

During the first class we take sev
eral tests. One is called the 
Psychological Screening Inventory. 
Among other things, it’s supposed to 
determine our attitude toward the 
law. We take tests to determine our 
knowledge of alcohol and we’re 
given lots of pamphlets to back
ground us on alcohol and its effects.

Most of the people complete the 
tests and thumb through the pam
phlets without much interest. Or 
maybe like me, they feign disinterest 
until they get home, where they can 
read the books and ponder the ques
tions with no one knowing they may 
really be concerned.

Jim tells the class he is not a 
teacher; he’s simply interested in 
what happens to each of us. He em
phasizes that he is not labeling any
one an alcoholic.

“But alcohol is obviously causing 
some problems in your life or you 
wouldn’t be here,” he adds.

There is no preaching done in 
class. There are no gory pictures of 
guts and alcohol mixed on the high
way. To be sure, they could find 
plenty of such pictures. National 
Safety Council statistics show that al
cohol is a factor in one-half of high
way fatalities. Or more vividly put,

six times as many Americans were 
killed by drunken drivers in the 10 
years (1961-71) of the Vietnam War 
as were killed by the enemy.

We see slide shows about the ef
fects of alcohol on the body and 
mind. We hear results from con
trolled experiments evaluating 
drinking and driving. We watch a 
film about the daily battle one man 
fights to control his drinking. He’s 
continually doused with visons of the 
sexy Black Velvet girl, the comfort
ing Old Grandad and the macho 
Schlitz Light cowboy. As I thumb 
through magazines, ride down the 
highway or watch television I’m sud
denly aware of being bombarded by 
liquor commericals. If I did have a 
drinking problem, which I again as
sure myself I do not, think of the 
pressure I would be feeling to take 
one little drink.

Many alcohol myths are exploded 
during the classes. Contrary to popu-

Six times as many 
Americans were killed 
by drunken drivers in 
the 10 years (1961-71) of 
the Vietnam War as 
were killed by the 
enemy.

lar opinion, alcohol is not a stimul
ant; it actually depresses the central 
nervous system and dulls the senses. 
A can of beer, a glass of wine and 
most mixed drinks have about the 
same amount of alcohol content. And 
famous “remedies” for sobering up a 
drunk like cold showers, fresh air, 
black coffee and exercise have no ef
fect on blood alcohol content. As one 
police officer put it, “All you have 
after you do all that is a clean, wide
awake drunk.”

Jim explains the blood alcohol con

tent test. This is the test given to 
those accused of driving while into
xicated to determine the actual per
centage of alcohol in their blood. A 
breath test or a blood test can be 
used, and most opt for the breath 
test. Failure to submit to such a test 
can lead to suspension of your 
driver’s license. In 48 states, includ
ing Texas, the level of intoxication is 
set at .01 percent. For the average 
150-pound person this level is 
reached after about 2.4 ounces of al
cohol have been drunk in one hour 
on an empty stomach. That’s about 
five beers. But again, many in the 
class claim they didn’t have that 
many drinks the night they were ar
rested.

“Someone must have messed with 
my test,” a young man comments.

Eddie from Alcoholics Anonym
ous speaks at the last class. He says 
he has not had a drink since April 29, 
1970. For over an hour he talks about 
problem drinking, his and ours. The 
white-haired and bearded Eddie 
figuratively walks over coals this 
night. He describes in detail the 
harmful effects alcohol has had on his 
life. From the downcast eyes and 
crooked smiles of those in his audi
ence it’s obvious some knows only 
too well, what he is talking about.

Socially speaking, if you’re a 
white, educated, middle class, 
young female this is not the place to 
be. In fact I am the only one of my 
kind.

Two in this class have discovered I 
am not on probation; that I have not 
been convicted of driving while into
xicated. They seem relieved. They 
don’t have that “What’s a nice girl 
like you. . .” look on their face any
more. And they even open up a little 
about their drinking.

One man I’ll call Roger, is 21. He 
was stopped for speeding and then 
convicted of D.W.I. He paid a $300
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CHAPEL

For Everyone
Who Am I?
Where Did I Come From? 
Where Am I Going?
The Eternal Questions

WORSHIP SERVICES AT 9:15 AND 10:45 A.M 
WORSHIP CELEBRATION At 6 P.M.
Midweek Service of Meditation and 
Contemplation with Holy Commun
ion every Wednesday at 10 p.m.

fine and was placed on probation for 
a year.

“I’ll tell you, it really changes your 
lifestyle,” he says. “I mean all I do 
now is sit at home and watch TV.

“I can’t go to the Dixie Chicken for

Over the next four 
weeks there will be 
many times I want to 
jump and scream, “But 
I’m not like the rest of 
you. I shouldn’t be 
here.”

I soon find that 
everyone else in the 
room feels the same

“I just figure I’ll go and get my 
time in,” Roger adds.

The last class is over and most of 
the people flow out of the room. Few 
stay to talk. As in the weeks before, 
most come and leave with as little 
socializing as possible in between. 
We’ve been given the facts, none of 
us plead ignorance to the effects of 
alcohol anymore. But have any of us 
changed?

A few days later I pass a car on a 
parking lot near Texas A&M Univer
sity. Someone calls my name. It’s 
Roger. He’s riding around on a 
sunny afternoon with a Budweiser in 
hand. But. . .he’s not driving. Maybe 
we learned something after all. May
be we did belong in that class.

way.

a whole year. I mean it sort of limits 
you, you know?”

The other man is 31 and I’ll call 
him Jack. He was convicted of 
D.W.I. after he wrecked his car in a 
nearby town.

“No, it won’t change my habits 
much,” he admitted. “But I will be 
more careful now.

Both are clean-cut, good looking 
men; the type you see lying around 
apartment pools or buying groceries 
on Sunday afternoon. Neither feels 
he belongs in this class.

“They really have the pits here, 
you know?” Jack says.
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Only in Battalion Sports

“An invaluable aid to young Americans 
who want to study and travel in other lands.”

—SENATOR EDWARD M. KENNEDY

THE NEW GUIDE 
TO STUDY ABROAD

1978-1979 Edition
by John A. Garraty, Lily von Klemperer, and Cyril J.H. Taylor

A practical, authoritative, and up-to-date 
handbook of year and summer programs 

^^^^^for high school students, college and uni-
__ ^■KVversity students, and teachers.

^ w $15.95 cloth; $5.95 paper
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handbc

Harper Row

‘Briarwootf
•Apart mcitts

Exercise Rooms
(Men A Women)

2 Swimming Pools " * 
Sauna Baths 
Tennis A Volleyball Courts 
Recreation Center

I. 2, 3 Bedrooms 
Furnished and Unfurnished

NOW PRE-LEASING FOR FALL AND 
SPRING. SPECIAL PRICES NOW UNTIL 
MAY 1ST. SPECIAL DISCOUNTED 
SUMMER RATES.

Call Now For Information
693-3014 1202Hwy. 30

Huntsville Hwy.
693-2933

Fiesta Dinner
$2.69
Regular$2.95

Enchilada
Dinner
$1.99
Regulars 2.4 5

Monterey
Dinner
$2.99
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’s in EEorCS: 
can have it all at TI 
in BIG D.

We are the Equipment 
Group of Texas Instruments.

We’re talking to PhD’s in 
EE or CS about opportunities 
as systems Engineers and 
Digital Hardware/Software 
Designers.

Now you can have it all.
Advanced Work In 
State-Of-The-Art Fields.

These are projects in 
design and development that 
will utilize Tl’s industry-leading technology in 
many fields:
• Electro-optical sensors • Radar • Air traffic 
control« Navigation • Communications * ASW
• Weapon guidance • Fire control
The Stability Of A Highly Diversified 
Company.

Since 1946, Ti has maintained a compound 
average growth rate of more than 23% in net 
sales and net income.

In 1977, net sales billed for government elec
tronics increased 19% over 1976.

Ti is, and always has been, a company man
aged by engineers and scientists. Its commit
ment to research and development was backed
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up by a $96 million invest
ment in 1977 alone, a 33% 
increase over 1976.

TI facilities now include 
45 manufacturing plants in 
18 countries and 50 product 
distribution centers in North 
America, Europe and Asia.
A Rich City With A Low 
Cost Of Living.

Dallas is Tl‘s home town. 
It’s the heart of the South

west’s largest and liveliest metro center—-the 
Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex. It is rich in culture, 
entertainment and environmental advantages. 
These include two civic opera companies, the 
World Champion Dallas Cowboys, the cleanest 
air and the lowest population density of any of 
the largest U.S. metro areas. The area also has 
34 colleges and 102 major medical facilities.

At the same time, Dallas is an unusually 
affordable place to live. There are no state and 
local income taxes. And the cost of living is 9% 
below the U.S. average. n o
It’s all at TI in Big D waiting for you 
Send your resume to Ed Haynes,
Box 6015, MS 222, Dallas, TX 75222.
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Texas Instruments
INCORPORATED 

An equal opportunity employer M/F
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