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Jojoba oil shows promise
Editor’s note: This is the second of a 
three-part series.

Until the late 60s, the oil of an 
endangered whale species was used 
to make automatic transmission 
iluid and other lubricants.
■Concern about the mass whaling 

harvest, especially by foreign com- 
merical fishermen, resulted in con
gressional legislation. It banned the 
killing of sperm whales in American 
waters and the importation of sperm 
whale oil-

As a result oi the 1971 ban, indus
tries have been pressed to manufac
ture a synthetic substitute capable 
of providing continuous lubrication.

Scientists know of a substitute, in 
fad. an oil producing plant, said Dr. 
Charles Miller, plant researcher at 
Texas A&M University. The only 
problem is producing the plant in 
significant quantities.
[I The plant is called jojoba (ho-ho- 
ba). It grows wild in the desert 

I Southwest and produces an oil al

most identical to the oil of the sperm 
whale, Miller said.

“Jojoba shows great promise, if 
we can get the information needed 
to make it a high production crop. 
Right now it’s a big gamble. It takes 
too long to grow.”

“The oil of the jojoba is extracted 
from the seed by crushing it in 
equipment similar to that used in 
cotton seed oil extraction,” Miller 
said. “Jojoba oil is very pure and re
quires almost no refining.”

One of Texas first experimental 
field research projects with jojoba 
will begin this spring at Texas A&M 
University. A small field plot and 
greenhouse experiment are 
planned.

Production of jojoba may require 
an operation similar to citrus farm-

More than three years are needed 
for jojoba to reach maximum prod
uction levels. At 1,000 plants to an 
acre, there is a potential profit of 
$4,000 an acre per year. “The seed 
resembles a small olive and bears 
the oil wax.

ing, Dr. Dan Bragg, another Texas 
A&M scientist, said.

“As much as 60 percent of its 
weight is a light yellow, odorless 
liquid wax or oil,” he said.

A major advantage in growing 
jojoba is it requires almost no water. 
In areas of low rainfall (5-6 inches) 
and low soil fertility, jojoba can 
reach 4 feet in height. With rainfall 
of 16 inches and medium soil fertil
ity, plants have exceeded 10 feet. 
NEXT: A Gamble: Five Years to 
Production
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The smallest tire store with the largest selection and the lowest overhead 
... so you get the lowest prices!

Tire sale now in progress. Corner of Coulter and Texas. 
822-7139.

MICHELIN • SEMPERIT • PIRELLI • DOUGLAS . CARNEGIE

Manor East Mall 
Texas Ave. at Villa Maria
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RE-ELECT YOUR PRESENT 
COUNTY ATTORNEY

JOHN M. BARRON, JR.
"Strong leadership for a strong 

A&M and Brazos County" 
Your Support Is Appreciated.

Your Support Is 
Appreciated.

Aggie Graduate '71
IM

(Political advertisement paid for by Citizens for 0anx>n 
Treasurer.)

Phil Banks Chairman, David Barron - 
May 6 Democratic Primary
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Dear Franny,
I need help! My hair is a mess. My 
friends tell me it looks like a Brillo 
Pad. What can I do?

— Frizzy

Dear Frizzy,
Don’t give up hope! For the best 
haircut of your life, go to . . .

That Place

Largest Selection of 
Jr. Sportswear in Town

Jr. Skirts and Tops
Fashion Tops

90<\ol200
Choose from a great 
assortment of tops 
to wear with skirts, 
jeans and shorts. 
Cotton knits, poly/ 
cotton wovens and 
cotton terry in 
great colors. S-M L.

'%vp/ A circle of diamonds . . . 
> ^ half circles ... or you may 

Add-A-Diamond for anniversaries, 
birthdays, special occasions. 

See our magnificent selection of eternity rings 
today . . . there's one for every pocketbook.

LINDSEY'S
JEWELERS

MANOR EAST MALL 779-3616

"ONE OF THE BEST FILMS OF THIS SEASON!”
-/V. Y. Times, Time Magazine, N. Y.Post, After Dark Magazine, Bella Abzug

“SIDE-SPLITTINGLY FUNNY LOVE SCENES.”
Williamson, Playboy Magazine

ROLLICKING FUN...ONE OF 
THE FUNNIEST SEDUCTION 
SEQUENCES ON RECORD.”
Crist, N. Y. Magazine

SEX, ROMANCE AND A 
LOT OF BIG LAUGHS.
A FUNNY, SLY AND 
DELECTABLE MOVIE.”
Shallt, N.B.C.
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Junior
Skirts

Choose button front or zip back 
skirts for dress or casual wear. 
Triple tier style in prints and 
florals. Sizes 5 to 13. No-iron 
poly/cotton.
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tNe ScduciioN of IMilMi
DIRECTED BY LINA WERTMULLER Starring GIANCARLO GIANNINI as Minai 
A TELMAN PESENTATION • IN COLOR From NEW LINE CINEMA R RESTRICTED .

Rudder Theatre 8 p.m. $1.00

April 17 ((m/S)
Arts Committee

featuring:
“BETTER HALF”

*NEW ORLEANS’ BEST S PIECE ROCK BAND

FRIDAY, APRIL 14 
*KURTEN 
COMMUNITY 
CENTER

starts 9sOOp.m
$2.00 cover 

lotsa girls
250 beer 

everyone welcome!
...A NIGHT YOU WON’T FORGET.
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