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Orchestra concert: ‘magic’
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Dr. Jarvis Miller, president of Texas A&M 
University, signs a proclamation naming this 
week as Agriculture Week at the University. 
The week’s events will end Saturday with the 
44th Annual Cotton Ball and Pageant. At-

Academic counseling

tending the signing ceremony are, left to 
right, Dwayne Suter, Gene McAnelly, Mike 
Humphrey, Tom Paterson, Dean H. O. 
Kunkel, J. C. Cotton and Bobby Tucker.

Survival programs

ity ni

By VICKI WHORTON
About 20 percent of the freshman 

class at Texas A&M University, ap
proximately 948 students, have a 
grade point ratio below 2,0, accord
ing to the Academic Counseling 
Center.

This figure applies to the 
freshmen who entered Texas A&M 
in the fall semester of 1977 directly 
from high school. It does not in
clude special provision students, 
transfer students, or students who 

I waited a year or more before enter
ing college.

The percentage is not unusually 
high when compared to previous 
freshman classes, said Dr. Arthur L. 
Tollefson, director of the Academic 
Counseling Center, adding that the 
pattern is much the same year after 
year.

Thirteen percent of the sopho
mores had a GPR below 2.0 at the 
end of the 1977 fall semester, said 
Tollefson. By the time a student is a 
junior or senior, Tollefson said, the 
percentage goes down because win- 

at9p: nowing takes during the first two 
lenter, years.

Students who have a GPR below 
2.0 aren’t necessarily on scholastic 
probation, Tollefson said. That is 
determined by the academic deans 
on an individual basis.

Scholastic probation serves as a 
warning system for the student, said 
Tollefson, adding that it’s amazing 

El Car; how many don’t heed that warning.
He said that many students feel that 

Engel their probation is temporary and 
tersheii they will not believe that they actu

ally could be suspended. This keeps 
them from taking sensible action, he 
said.

It’s a kind of culture shock when a 
freshman enters college, said Tollef
son. The student leaves a protective 

ordinal ^ home where, in many cases, he was 
pushed into studying by his parents, 
to a world where he has no one look
ing over him, he said.

“You just have to adapt,” Tollef
son said. The hardest thing for a 
freshman is to learn discipline, he 
continued. Freshmen have to make 
a big adjustment, and those with a 

0111SW ' GPR b low 2.0 need to learn how to 
study, he said.

The University does have help for 
these students. One such help pro
gram comes from the Academic 
Counseling Center.

According to Tollefson, the func
tion of the center is to help the stu
dents adjust to realities.

The center offers “Academic Sur
vival Programs.” One of these is the 

1", Academic Counseling Experience 
in^ (ACE).

ACE is an experimental program 
set up for freshmen who enter Texas 
A&M and quickly find themselves 
on scholastic probation. At the be
ginning of this semester, all 
academic advisers received an an
nouncement about the ACE pro-

s pc
however, and the center randomly 
picked 150 freshmen on probation 
and invited them to participate in 
ACE. Thirty-five percent of those 
invited responded.

The program helps the students 
identify their problem areas, said 
Dr. Betty Mayfield, a center coun
selor. Most often students don’t 
realize how little they study, said 
Mayfield. ACE tries to help stu
dents budget their time and set 
priorities. During the meetings, the 
students talk about their problems 
and give support to one another, 
said Mayfield.

The feedback from the group has 
been very positive, Mayfield said. 
When asked whether or not they

wanted to continue meeting, most 
of the students said yes.

The strange thing about this pro
gram, said Tollefson, is that most 
academically troubled students 
don’t come even when they are in
vited.

Tollefson said it’s a dilemma of 
how to invite students, and if reluc
tant people are brought in, coopera
tion usually isn’t good. Tollefson 
said center personnel would rather 
have people come in on their own.

For students having scholastic 
problems, Mayfield suggested se
eing a counselor at the Academic 
Counseling Center, located in room 
107 of the Academic Building.

“There’s plenty of time for fun 
and study,” Mayfield said. “You just 
have to get organized.”
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If you want a super happy family, bring 'em to Taco 
Villa for some Wednesday night happiness — taco and 
combo burritos, three of each for just $2.44.
They're the tasty treats you always find at Taco Villa 
— big, hearty portions chock full of goodness that's 
sure to make everybody's tummy say, "Thanks a lot!'

sub gra fnnn th‘‘GUlMIgS1'
614 Villa Maria • Bryan

OCOPYRIGHT. TACO VILLA, INC.. 1*77

ATTENTION
The following positions are now open on the 

Summer Programming Committee:

Chairman
Vice Chairman - Lectures 

Vice Chairman - Recreation 
Vice Chairman - Entertainment 

Secretary/T reasu rer 
Public Relations Chairman

Come to Room 216 MSC FOR MORE 
INFORMATION

Deadline for application is April 11

By CONNIE BURKE
When Rhapsodic Espagnole was 

first conducted in 1908, the audi
ence hissed after the second move
ment. The composer, Florent 
Schmitt, shouted from the balcony, 
“Play it again for the people down
stairs who didn’t understand it.”

Tuesday night there were no his
ses when the Dallas Symphony Or
chestra performed Rhapsodic Es
pagnole in the style of traditional 
Spanish music. The Rudder Au
ditorium concert was sponsored by 
the Opera and Performing Arts So
ciety.

Eduardo Mata, conductor of the 
Dallas Symphony Orchestra, per
formed magic as he waved his ba
ton. As soon as he lifted his baton, a 
soft, steady, slow rhythm of violins 
hypnotized the audience.

Mata conducted with a flair that 
demonstrated complete control of 
the orchestra.

The orchestra performed the sec
ond movement of the Rapsodic, the 
Malaguena, which is a Spanish 
dance. The third movement per
formed was a Cuban dance titled 
Habanera. The suite ended with a 
long and flowing movement called 
Feria (“The Fair”). The piccolos in 
this piece were very good.

The “Four Dance Episodes from 
the Ballet, RODEO” was the high
light of the evening. The four 
episodes were extracted from Agnes 
de Mille’s “cowboy ballet.”

The first episode, “Buckaroo 
Holiday,” employed polyrhythms 
suggestive of a “Charleston” origin. 
The movement was lively and con
tained much variety. The symphony

Fairy tale magic

orchestra jumped right into the 
melody, which characterized horse 
galloping and “cowboy” music.

The third episode, Saturday 
Night Waltz, had an unusual intro
duction. It projected a string or
chestra in the process of “tuning 
up.” The final movement Hoe- 
down, portrayed some square dance 
tunes.

The symphony orchestra con
cluded with Symphony in D Minor 
which is divided into three parts: 
Lento-Alegro non tropps. Alleg
retto, and Allegro non troppo. The 
symphony orchestra handled the 
constant shifting harmonies well. It 
made smooth transitions, and the 
melodies that recurred throughout 
the work unified the movements.

The melody was carried out 
smoothly by violinists who played 
the finale triumphantly.

If the audience expected the sec
ond half of the program to be lively, 
then they were disappointed. The 
Symphony in D Minor did not offer 
much variety or liveliness. How- ' 
ever, it offered the audience a 
chance to forget their worries and 
relax to the humming violins.
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Monday through 
Friday

“Rip Van Winkle,” the classic 
fairy tale of one man’s answer to a 
nagging wife — a 20-year nap — will 
run April 13-15 and 19-22 in the 
Rudder Forum at Texas A&M Uni
versity.

Directed by Dr. Robert Wenck, 
this production will close the 32nd 
theater season of Texas A&M’s 
Aggie Players.

The story, which takes place im
mediately after the Revolutionary 
War, concerns Rip Van Winkle, his 
extensive nap and the consequences 
resulting from his absence. The 
legend has all the elements of a good 
fairy tale: elves, magic spells and an 
evil villain.

Chuck McDaniel, a senior from 
LaMarque, stars as Rip Van Winkle, 
and Karen Miller, a Uvalde senior, 
will star as his nagging wife, 
Gretchen.

Steve King, a senior from Waco, 
has the unenviable task of playing 
the bad guy, Derrick Von Beekman.

Also included in the cast are six 
area school children ranging from 
ages 6-12 to play the village chil
dren.

An added attraction to this prod
uction is improved seating in Rud
der Forum, and the addition of an 
olio curtain to give the show an “old 
time” feel.

The curtain, used at one time by 
theater owners as a means of selling 
advertisements to local merchants, 
is the forerunner of the modern 
commercial.

Tickets are currently on sale in 
the Rudder Box Office and will be 
available at the door the night of 
each show. Performance times are 
at 8 p.m.

s Rock ,N R0jj Revjva| *
WED. APRIL 5 $50-50’S DANCE,

CONTEST
Winners receive: Money, T- 
Shirts, & tickets to the April 17th 
performance of Vince, Vance,
& the Valiantsl

LADIES NITE 
EVERY WED.

Cover: Guys — $1.00 
Girls FREE — Girls 
receive 3 FREE drinks

MAKE A PARTY OF IT!
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Engineers and Computer Specialists
Look into challenging
growth opportunities with a leading technology 
company in

wnm $

METRO POP. 400,000

University 
of Arizona 

on your 
doorstep

,V\mvj\aVtng 
vNork in a lamoos 

year •ro<ixjnci 
resort town

Needed now—
EE, ME, PHYSICS, IE, INDUSTRIAL 
TECHNOLOGISTS, SYSTEAAS,
AAATH and COMPUTER SPECIALISTS 
(programming and computer graphics)
For fast response send your resume to: 
Hughes Aircraft Company 
Roy McCalla, P.O. Box 11337,
Tucson, AZ 85734; OR CALL COLLECT: 
(602) 294-5211, Ext. 5484

* ^
excellent 

home values

HUGHES
HUGHES AIRCRAFT COMPANY

U.S. Citizenship Required.
Equal Opportunity M/F/HC Employer

>?T
bl9 city cultural
advantages in 

the Picturesque 
Southwest “

Just in time for Graduation, EOS has received an exclusive line of Lasercraft custom desk accessories. These 
distinctive accessories, of beautiful walnut engraved by laser, make the perfect Aggie Graduation present.

Engineering & Office Supply
402 W. 25th 

Bryan 
822-2011

1412 Texas Ave. 
College Station 

693-9553


