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A&M baseball team in second place
By DERRICK GRUBBS

The battle-scarred Texas A&M 
baseball team limped its way into a 
tie for second place in the SWC 
standings this past weekend by 
sweeping a three-game series from 
the Rice Owls at Olsen Field.

The Aggies won their first game 
in the new stadium Friday with an 
8-3 victory, and came back Saturday 
behind the shutout pitching of Mark 
Thurmond and David Pieczynski to 
take both ends of a doubleheader 
4-0 and 5-0.

A&M did not come through the 
series unscathed, however, as they 
now have five key players hampered 
by injuries. The most serious is 
rightfielder Shelton McMath, who 
could very likey be out for the re­
mainder of the season.

The Houston Westbury junior 
had been playing all season with a 
sore left knee that he injured during 
the fall. As he was bending down to 
field a grounder in pre-game war­
mups Friday, the knee buckled in 
and McMath had to be taken out of 
the lineup. Early examinations indi­
cate a possible torn cartlidge, but 
McMath was to be checked by the 
A&M team physician today to be

which was bruised against Texas two 
weekends ago.

Also, catcher Buster Turner 
played all weekend with a sore 
elbow that he injured in a game ear­
lier in the week.

But despite all the physical hand­
icaps, the Aggies still were able to 
put down Rice and wind up a half 
game out of first place in the SWC 
standings.

Also injured was centerfielder 
Mike Hurdle who pulled a hamstr­
ing. Hurdle started every game 
against Rice this weekend, but had 
to be taken out of the lineup twice.

Also on the red cross list is third 
baseman Mark Warriner, who is still 
being slowed by a hyperextended 
knee suffered in the Houston series 
earlier this month.

Shortstop Robert Bonner is play­
ing with a very sore left shoulder

In Friday’s game, righthander 
Mark Ross had only one bad inning 
in pitching his first complete game 
of the season.

Other than a three-run rally in 
the fourth, the Owls could do no­
thing against Ross, advancing only 
two baserunners as far as second 
base through his eight other innings 
on the mound.

A&M scored first with a five-run 
outburst in the third. After Turner 
singled and stole second, Bonner 
reached on an error by the Rice 
shortstop. Third baseman Robert 
Verde then singled, scoring Turner, 
followed by another single by right- 
fielder Gary Bryant that scored 
Bonner.

After first baseman Kyle Hawth­
orne reached on a fielder’s choice 
that allowed Verde to score, desig­
nated hitter Rodney Hodde walked 
to load the bases.

Leftfielder Tim Feickert, who 
was inserted into the starting lineup 
after McMath went down with the 
knee injury, then lined a two-run 
single that put A&M ahead by a 5-0 
count.
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A walk, two singles and a double 
allowed Rice to narrow the margin 
to 5-3 the next inning, but Ross re­
tired the next three batters to get 
out of the jam.

While the Mt. Carmel junior held 
the Owls scoreless the rest of the 
way, A&M scored single markers in

the fifth, sixth and seventh frames to 
come away with the 8-3 win.

Ross allowed only five hits and 
struck out seven in picking up his 
third win of the year against three 
losses.

The Aggies collected nine hits, led 
by Feickert who was 2-for-3 with 
three RBI’s. Bryant and second 
baseman Randy Woodruff also had a 
pair of hits for A&M.

The losing pitcher for Rice was 
Doug Watson, who dropped to 3-3 
on the year.

In the first game of Saturday’s 
doubleheader, Thurmond and Owl 
pitching ace Allan Ramirez were 
locked in a scoreless pitching duel 
until the fifth when A&M scored all 
four of its runs.

It began when Feickert walked 
and was safe at second on an error by 
the Owl second baseman. Woodruff 
then loaded the bases when he 
reached on a bunt attempt that was 
popped up but fell just beyond 
Ramirez’ outstretched glove for a 
base hit.

Bonner then lined a single to left 
to score Feickert, followed by a two- 
run double by Verde that fell behind 
the Rice rightfielder as he lost the 
ball in the sun. A bloop single over 
second base scored Bonner to give 
Thurmond a 4-0 cushion.

The crafty lefthander allowed only 
two Owls to advance as far as second 
base and completed the game to 
notch his sixth win of the year with­
out a loss.

Thurmond scattered only three 
hits in reording his sixth career shut­
out. The win also marked his eighth 
consecutive complete-game victory 
in SWC play. It was Thrmond’s 17th 
straight regular-season win without a 
loss and leaves him still unscored 
upon through SWC play this year.

Ramirez, although victimized by 
poor fielding on the part of his 
teammates, was pegged with his 
fourth loss of the season to go with

CULPEPPER PLAZA

MONDAY
THURSDAY

AND
FRIDAY
NIGHTS

TIL
8:30 P.M.

Embrey’s Jewelry
We Specialize In 

Aggie Rings. 
Diamonds Set — 

Sizing — 
Reoxidizing —

All types watch/jewelry 
Repair

Aggie Charge Accounts 
9-5:30 846-5816

Of Petal Patch
4P^s'"Your Complete Florist"

two wins.
The 5-0 victory for A&M in the 

nightcap proved to be a major mile­
stone for two Aggies in particular. It 
was senior David Pieczynski’s first 
complete-game win and Kyle 
Hawthone broke one of the oldest 
individual records in the A&M 
books.

Pieczynski allowed only six hfts in 
registering his second shutout as an 

£ Aggie and boosting his season record 
to 3-3. Although he had to work his 
way out of trouble on a number of 
occasions, five times he was suc­
cessful in getting the final two outs of 
the inning after Owl runners had 
reached base. He was also aided by 
three double plays behind him.

A&M scored two runs in the first 
on a pair of singles by Bonner and 
Hawthorne and an error by the Rice 
third baseman. They added another 
unearned run in the fourth without 
the benefit of a base hit, and rounded 
out the scoring in the eighth when 
Hawthorne blasted his way into the 
A&M record books with his tenth 
home run of the season.

After Bryant walked with two out, 
Hawthorne belted a 3-2 pitch 60 feet 
beyond the left field fence to break 
the 16 year-old homerune record of 
nine held by Byron Barber.

“I knew it would come sooner or 
later,” said the Beaumont junior. 
“I’m glad I could hit it here at Olsen 
Field in a game that means so much 
as far as the SWC race is concere- 
d.” Hawthorne was also the game’s 
leading hitter, going 3-for-3 with 
four RBIs.

The losing pitcher for Rice was 
Matt Williams, who drops to 1-4.

The Aggies are now 19-10 on the 
season and 6-3 in SWC play. They 
are currntly tied with Arkansas who 
is scheduled to begin a rain-delayed 
series with TCU today in Fayet­
teville.

Rice drops to 10-16 on the year 
and are now the conference cellar- 
dwellers at 3-9.

The next action for A&M will 
come this weekend when they travel 
to Waco to take on league-leading 
Baylor in a three-game set. Their 
next home game is April 5 when they 
host the Houston Astros in a 1:0 p.m. 
exhibition game at Olsen Field.

FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS 
POT PLANTS ^
WEDDINGS 
CORSAGES 

^Conveniently located across from campus^ 
^707 Texas • Phase II 846-6713.5

We Buy Books
EVERY DAY!

Loupot’s Bookstore
Northgate - Across from the Post Office

Winter’s Over!
Coats $050 
Cleaned ^

Clean now & forget ’til Fall
University Cleaners

112 College viain — Northgate

VOTE APRIL 1st

-\
Attention Students: Traveling 
for employment interviews? If 
you need assistance in your 
travel needs, we invite you to 
use our 10-day charge ac­
count. Come by our office in 
the MSC. We are on campus 
to serve your travel needs. 
Braley Travel 846-3773.

Sun Theatres

Homer Adams
Ward 2 College Station City Council

333 University 846
The only movie in town

Double-Feature Every Week
Open 10 a.m.-2 a.m. Mon.-Sat.

12 Noon - 12 Midnight Sun

University Cleaners 2
West Bypass at Southwood
(Next to Doux Chene Apts.)
Offer Good Thru April 8

•Three terms on city council m College Station 

• Thirty years business experience in College Station 

•Graduate. T A M U

No one under 18 
Escorted Ladies Free

BOOK STORE & 25c PEEP SHOWS

Pd. Pol. Adv. Mae Holleman, Treasurer, 201 Timber 
 College Station, Texas 77840

? PACK’S PLASTER AND CERAMIC!

INTERNATIONA!
WEEK 78 March 27- April 2

presented by the

MONDAY 9a.m.-4 p.m.
Ways of the World

A CULTURAL EXHIBITION AND 
FLAQ- DISPLAY

IN THE MRHV COMIOOR OF THE !TI S C

tickets 
Food and 

Pa«tv in MSC 221

Amapcord at 

Rudder Sox Office

TUESDAY 6:30 p.m. P.m.
Food Fair&Talent Show

Exotic, cuisine And entertainment
Only 150 Tickets

THURSDAY
Edmund Fawcett cr thc Economist 

SPEAKINCf ON Eurocommunism

msc 228-231 $1.00 I F
cosponsored av POLITICAL FORum («Jc)

rudder 701 FREF,

WEDNESDAY 8 p.m. SATURDAY 8:30p.m.
PANAMA: the Fifth Frontier

Cone HEAR THE VIEWPOINT OF THE

Panamanian people

rudder 701

PARTY w,th 0T R-jfpgg
AWARD 5 J

AT quonset hut A

SUNDAY

FEILINI’S

cosroi*s0«ea fir ThE Af?TS COMMITTEE
<elb

FREE. , GUYS —$2.00 GIRLS-FREE1 I-
rudder

theatre $1.00

One of the largest selections of plaster in Texas, 
Art supplies, ornamental concrete and candles. 

Tues., Wed., Thurs. 1 p.m.-9 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sunday 2 p.m.-5 p.m.

FM 2223, Old Wheelock Road (off Tabor Road) 
823-3965
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Town Hall is now 
accepting

applications for iree
ilin
ie c
Th

membership for 
1978-79
Freshmen, 

Sophomores and 
Juniors are eligible. 

Applications available 
in Room 216 MSC 

March 20-31.

Battalion Classified Call 845-26U


