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Andre Watts: pianist 
plays the Romantics

By MARY ALICE WOODHAMS
Battalion Staff

Andre Watts is the kind of 
dynamic concert pianist who re
ceives ravye reviews everywhere 
from Teheran, Iran to Munich, 
Germany to . . . College Station, 
Texas.

His superb performance Tuesday 
night, sponsored by the Opera and 
Performing Arts Society, should 
merit an equally good review.

But alas, the Battalion’s resources 
were limited Tuesday night, and I 
went to the Watts concert even 
though my only previous ‘musical’ 
experience was an interview with the 
singer of “Telephone Man. The res
ident music critic was covering 
health planning meetings in Bryan 
and Andre Watts was not to get his 
just reward.

I consoled myself with the fact that 
the Boston Globe sometimes lets 
sportswriters review the ballet.

So I did a lot of homework.

Newsweek magazine pointed out 
that Watts, at 31, is “the most 
sought-after American pianist since 
Van Cliburn. They also mention 
that Watts has “an animal restless
ness. ”

“From what I remember, ad
vised the Battalion’s music expert, 
“he’s just super-expressive when he 
plays. I mean, a piano’s not a piano 
— it’s a mistress.

“One thing you can look for is in
tonation, said my roommate. “Does 
he make transitions well? Can you 
tell what the mood of the music is? Is 
there variance? You never want too 
much of the same type of material.

Indeed, the piano Watts played 
Tuesday may well have been a 
much-loved mistress, for all the care 
with which the pianist touched each 
key. He did display animal restless
ness. But only enough to pique the

audience’s interest until he could 
soothe them with soft melody.

Watts’ performance consisted of 
Schubert’s Impromptu in B-Flat 
Major and Sonata in G-Major; Cho
pin’s Ballade in G Minor; Debussy’s 
Children’s Corner; and Les Jeux 
d’Eau a la Villa d Este and Hunga
rian Rhapsody No. 13 by Liszt.

Selections from Romantics 
Schubert, Chopin and Liszt followed 
a pattern as Watts alternated be-

Review
tween the sensuous and the tempes
tuous — bringing each piece to an 
appropriate climax and ending with 
an equally appropriate calm.

The focal point of the stage was 
Watts hands, which fluttered across 
the keys, exchanged places, and 
finished with a flourish and a gesture 
in the air.

But then, the rest of him had a part 
in the concert, too.

Watts seemed to especially enjoy 
playing Children’s Corner, a group 
of six pieces which Debussy wrote 
for his daughter. He was as animated

as the music he played, giving way to 
an occasional leap from the piano 
bench. His head moved forward dur
ing intense moments, then back as 
pieces began to lose their force. And 
through it all his body seemed to 
dance.

The pieces themselves were de
lightful — from the dark, melancholy 
Jimbo’s Lullaby to the delicate tone 
of The Snow is Dancing. Yet the 
mistress analogy fails here, and 
Watts’ animated treatment of 
lighter music halfway through his 
program provided necessary variety.

The crowd seemed to approve of 
Watts — so much that they inter
rupted with applause at least once 
when the pianist paused to mop his 
brow. That, someone once told me, 
is just not done.

The screen behind the piano un- 
doubtably served to project the 
music to the audience, because a 
curtain alone would absorb sound. 
But the picture of Andre Watts in a 
tuxedo sitting at a grand piano is 
marred by the flimsy, awkward 
screen. Pink lights projected on the 
screen don’t help, either.

Sexually active girls’ 
pregnancies still high

THE BATTA,
WEDNESDAY, FEBRL

United Press International
BALTIMORE — More teen- 

aged girls use contraceptives 
than in the past. But because so 
many are sexually active the 
number of teen-age pregnancies 
remains high, according to a na
tional survey.

The federally funded survey, 
conducted by John Hopkins 
University and released 
Monday, showed that in 1976 
four out of 10 girls in the United 
States between the ages of 15 
and 19 engaged in sexual inter
course. That compares with 
three out of 10 in 1971.

The survey also showed that 
during the same five years, the 
number of sexually active teen
agers who used contraceptives 
leaped from 20 to 40 percent.

Drs. Melvin Zelnik and John 
Kantner, sociology professors at

the university s School of 
Hygiene and Public Health, 
coordinated the 1976 survey of 
4,392 teen-aged girls from across 
the country. In 1971, the two 
professors conducted a similar 
survey of 2,193 girls.

The survey found that the 
number of girls between 15 and 
19 who had engaged in sexual in
tercourse jumped from 30 to 40 
percent between 1971 and 1976.

“The alarming statistic is that 
in spite of increased contracep
tion, the rate of premarital preg
nancy remains the same, ’ Kant
ner said.

The surveys showed that out- 
of-wedlock childbearing as well 
as marriage resulting from the 
pregnancies declined signifi
cantly during the five-year 
period, particularly among 
whites. _______________V
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IL LIAMS
REAL ESTATE

List with us—
Sell thru US ---

Finance with us

EXCLUSIVE SALE
Home in beautiful College 
Park, College Station. Brick, 
2 br 1 bath, living room, din
ing room, kitchen, breakfast 
nook, utility garage, large 
screened porch. All large 
rooms. All furnishings, gar
den tools, etc. New roof, new 
carpet, newly decorated. 
Appointment thru broker 
only. $40,000. 822-3793. 
WILLIAMS REAL ESTATE 
2913 TEXAS AVE.-BRYAN 
CAL TROSSEN 846-7260

WILLIAMS REAL ESTATE 
2913 TEXAS AVENUE

— 2-3 bdrm., 1 bath, living rm., dining roon, 
kitchen & nook. Paved drive, two car garage, 
life-time slate roof, VA financing. All this on (2) 
two lots. South Alamo St. Call for details, 
$27,000.

— Duplex frame sided, 2 bdrm., 1 bath, living 
area. Each side 2 car garage with space for 
additional apt. New roof, newly painted, new car
pet. Excellent rental property for bargain, 
$35,000.

— 3 bdrm., 1 bath, living comb-kitchen, carport 
fenced on Anita Street. Priced to sell, $24,500.

— Land - 2 tracts, 5 acres each in Harvey Estate 
with all utilities available. 2.1 acres adjoining 
Country Club lake. College Avenue and Roun
tree at less than $1 per sf.

— 5 duplexes and 2 houses, estate property. All 
rented and bringing good rentals. Well main
tained and priced to sell. Call for details.

— Commercial - 2 bdrm., 1 bath, comb, living 
area. On lot 76 x 124. In commercial area adjoin
ing Ridgecrest Shopping Center and service sta
tion across from donut shop. 702 North Avenue. 
Call for details.

OFFICE 822-3793
CAL TROSSEN 846-7260
GLYNN WILLIAMS, BROKER 822 3793
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ILHAMS
REAL ESTATEw
HList with us—

MLS
REALTORS WANTED

Qualified to license and 
licensed real estate sales 
people wanted. Personal 
interview only. Williams Real 
Estate. 2913 Texas Avenue. 
Bryan, Texas.

Embrey’s Jewelry
We Specialize In 

Aggie Rings. 
Diamonds Set — 

Sizing — 
Reoxidizing —

All types watch/jewelry 
Repair

Aggie Charge Accounts 
9-5:30 846-5816

THE BATT 
DOES IT 

DAILY
Monday 

through Friday

Something
Special

MONTFRFY

Call 845-2611

THE KROGER CO.
The Kroger Co., the nation’s third largest food retailer, 

will be recruiting on campus February 9, 1978 with 2 
schedules, and again on March 2, 1978 with one sched
ule. All Business and Liberal Arts Seniors graduating 
in May or August are invited to set up an interview time 
in the Placement Office.

KROGER OFFERS:
* Rapid advancement based on ability
* Paid life, health, dental and retirement 

insurance
* Liberal vacation policy
* Minimum starting salary $12,500.00

If you feel that Retailing might be the career for you. 
do not pass up this opportunity to find out.
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- SANSUI — TECH! iMmi. AR — NIKKO — AR — DUAL — JVC — AUDIO-TECHNICA

The Sound Professionals Are Having An

AUDIO SALE OF SALES!
Everything In The Store Is Discounted 10%-40%
Buy 2 Webachs 

Speakers
V

at the 
regular 
price of

O
I i

*55000
And Get Your Choice Of 
Kenwood KR-4070 Receiver

or

Kenwood KT-5300 Tuner & 
Kenwood KA-3500 Amplifier

AT NO EXTRA CHARGE!
SAVE $310.00

KR-4070 Receiver

Kenwood KX-1030 
3-Head Cassette Deck

Variable bias adjustment 
Variable output 
Double Dolby 
Line & mike mixing 
Memory
Frequency response 

(normal 25-17k)
(chro2 25-20k)

Wow & flutter .06% (wrms) 
Signal/noise ratio 

(normal 65 dB)
(chro2 67 dB)

NOW ONLYSale Runs Thru Saturday
Limited Quantities — Better Hurry

$375°°

v ------------------ —-------------— ..........
V^NWOOP — SANSUI — TEC DUAL — JVC

3820 TEXAS AVE. 846-3517
(Across from Burger King)

Layaways & Financing Available 
Free Delivery And Installation

BankAmericaro
ivt/komp

Buy 2 Webachs III 
Speakers


